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NOTICE. 

All communicatioiis to be addressed to tlie Editor, 51, King Street, 
Camden Town. 

Books for review not to be sent later than the 20th of September. 

The short period allotted for the production of the first number, 
prevented the Editor from giving lengthened reviews of works sent 
for his notice, but he trusts in the forthcoming number to do full 
justice to this important part of his journal. 

The second number will appear on the first of October. 



No. 1.] » \jSd. 






AND QUAETERLY EECOED. 

**^ Gather up the fragments that nothing be lost.** 

" Truth is mighty, and must prevail." 

Ill* ^ 

ADDRESS. 

It is expected that the Editor of any new periodical 
should briefly state his intentions and sentiments ; what 
interests he strives to maintain, and what objects 
he endeavours to promote — especially is this the case 
where there are so many claimants for public favour. 
The sincere desire of the Editor of the " Biblical 
Messenger" is to serve the cause of Christ, and to 
promote the knowledge of the distinguishing truths of 
the Bible. It will be his aim to fill his journal with 
articles on scriptural subjects, and with intelligence 
deeply interesting to the church of God; written in 
a vigorous and forcible style. To expose error — by 
"contending earnestly for the faith once delivered to 
the saints.*' 

The principles of the glorious Beformation will be 
faithfully developed and constantly maintained. Whilst 
the doctrines of popery — whether propagated by its 
friends, or by those who under a professed antagonism 
are aiming to spread its pernicious sentiments, will meet 
with our unsparing opposition and exposure. 
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ADDRESS. 



We live in an age of controversy when the doctrines 
of the cross have enemies, crafty, wakeful, and of no 
common mental power; but truth is immortal and has 
nothing to fear; it is omnipotent, and must ultimately 
prevail. Every Dagon of error is doomed to fall before 
the ark of the everlasting gospel. 

It will be our anxious concern to set forth the truth in its 
simplicity, its fulness, and its unity ; ^ming ever to keep 
in view the divine personalities of the Godhead as they 
are revealed to us through the sublime mystery of re- 
demption, in their several modes of action, by the 
sovereignty of the Father, the perfection of the Media- 
tor's work, and the invincible operations of the Holy 
Ghost. 

Our object will be to give expositions of the Bible, 
illustrations of its figures, and judicious criticisms on 
difficult passages. We shall avail ourselves of whatever 
can be obtained from recent discoveries in Science , from 
Eastern Travellers and fi*om antiquarians, that may throw 
light on the Sacred Scriptures. We shall be happy to 
receive contributions (from any of our friends) which will 
shed additional light on the doctrines, the geography, 
and the chronology of the Bible; and on the manners 
and customs of the East. We hope to have the 
sympathies and prayers of all true christians, knowing 
without God's blessing we shall fail of success in our 
efforts. Our Beview department will be characterized 
by fairness, independency, and faithfulness. 

THE EDITOR. 
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THE BOW IN THE CLOUD. 

*' Look upon the rambow» and praise him who made it»'* 
says the son of Sirach ; a sentiment to which every gracious 
soul will promptly respond. For although *' the heavens declare 
the glory of Gbd, and the firmament sheweth his handy work ;'' 
although there are bodies celestial, as well as bodies terrestial ; 
and although there is *' one glory of the sun, and another glory 
of the moon, and another glory of the stars/' we know not 
whether there be any glory to equal ** the bow in the cloud,*' 

Viewed either as a natural phenomenon or as a moral 
instructor, as a federal sign or as an evangelical symbol, the 
rainbow must ever remain an object of interest ; while, perhaps, 
to a fear-stricken soul or a down-trodden saint, nothing conveys 
so much of " sweet import" as '^ the bow in the chudJ' 

Philosophically considered, the rainbow comes under the 
laws of optics; treatises on which may be easily procured, 
and to the service of which we must refer our readers for par- 
ticulars. It must suffice to say, this beautiful appearance never 
presents itself but in rainy seasons, nor always then ; that it 
can be gendered only on a moist, dark cloud in opposition to 
the sun ; that it is never larger than a semi-circle, but often 
not so large; that there are always two, one primary and the other 
secondary ; that they both exist at the same time, on the same 
cloud, and under the same laws ; that they display the seven 
prismatic colours, viz., red, orange, yellow, blue, indigo and 
violet ; that the whole depends on the rays of solar light falling on 
spherical drops of water, which become refracted and reflected 
by their passage through the transparent globes ; and that the 
prince and the peasant, the philosopher and the clown, the 
Heathen, the Mafaomedan, the Christian and the Jew, may all 
turn aside to see this great sight— ** the bow in the cloud. '* 

B 2 



4 THE BOW IN THE CLOUD, 

Federally viewed, the rainbow exists as a memento of infinite 
mercy, guaranteeing the safety of man, which is rendered pertna- 
nentby a covenant transaction. When our progenitors crept from 
the ark they were naturally apprehensive of danger from the mul- 
tiplication of carnivorous animals, deeds of violence from men in a 
state of lawless misrule, and the recurrence of a catastrophe from 
which they had just emerged. To quiet their minds Jehovah 
assured Noah he would bind the whole brute creation to the 
authority of man, allowing at the same time the sacrifice of 
their lives which would act as a check upon their too rapid 
increase ; and as Noah had more to dread from the wrathful 
passions of wicked men than from the ferocious instincts of wila 
beasts, an edict was issued against the shedder of man's blood, 
thereby erectmg a barrier against inroads from that quarter ; 
and finally, to bespeak security against a second deluge, there 
appeared *' the how in the cUyad^ 

The rainbow is called a ngn ; and whatever serves to express 
or represent another thing, is so. This kind of revelation, 
therefore, constitutes, in great measure, " the hidden wisdom of 
God in a mystery." Hence, the world of sensible objects ; the 
institutions of the law ; the persons of the prophets ; the hi8- 
tory of the church and the actions of inspired men, were for 
sryns.* t.e., there was spiritual truth underlying the objective, 
or natural appearance; because whatever carries in it an 
instructive signification by pointing to something greater than 
itself, is a sign. Hence, '* no scripture is of any private inter- 
pretation," because its sense seldom ends in the person, place, 
or thing of which it speaks. The ways of divine wisdom are 
not only various but comprehensive, and so ordered as to 
answer many ends at once. Hence parables, miracles, tongues 
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and supernatural endowments of various kinds, were for signs and 
for wonders. Even Christ himself was for a sign, though to be 
spoken against, that the secret enclosures of the heart might be 
revealed. Hence also, the sun and the moon are for signs; so are 
other appearances; though none attract so much attention as 
the '*bow in the cloud," 

The Hebrew, oth, mostly rendered sign, or token, occurs 
nearly eighty times. Twice it is translated ensigns; twice it is 
rendered miracles; and in Gen. iv, 15 a mark (pth) is 
said to have been set upon Cain. This is well rendered by the 
seventy : '' God set a sign before Cain, to persuade him that 
whosoever should find him should not kill him." It was there- 
fore no visible mark, stigma, or brand affixed to his person^ 
but an assurance confirmed by a miracle ; a thing not uncommon 
in after periods also, as may be seen in Abraham, Moses, Gideon, 
Hezekiah and others; in which instances, the unquiet mind 
was calmed by the presence of a sensible miracle. The dis- 
trustful mind of Gain was relieved, or as Dr. Shuckworth 
remarks, *' made easy'' by a promise of personal safety confirm- 
ed by a miracle before him. Miracles, or signs of this kind, 
were mementos of Jehovah's favour, whether temporal or 
spiritual, and acted as monitors or refreshers. Cain would 
remember the sign wrought before him, whatever it was ; 
Abraham, the lamp of fire ; Moses, the transformed rod and 
leprous hand ; Gideon, the fleece ; Hezekiah, the retrograde 
motion on the dial of Ahaz ; and Noah, /' the bow in the cloud." 

How admirably in this instance the sign is adapted to the 
things signified, is strikingly obvious when its beauty, conspi- 
cuousness, and grandeur are considered. It is founded on the 
laws of nature^ is the necessary effect of sunshine, and is equal 
to saying, '< So long as the sun and atmosphere endure, so 
long shall the world be protected from a di^ixx!^ Qi^«Xs3t\ ^sst^ 
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this shall be as necessary an effect of the covenant I now 
make, as the bow is of sunshine ; storms may rise, and inunda- 
tions create dismay, but my covenant shall stand firm and '^ / 
will set my how in the cloud" 

A covenant may signify an agreement between equal parties, 
as the covenant of grace with Christ ; it may denote a rule of 
obedience, as the covenant of works with Adam ; it may import 
a grant of privilege, as the covenant with Abraham; it may stand 
for the establishment of religious services, as the old and new 
testaments ; it may indicate an appointment in which nothing 
but passive obedience is possible, as the covenant with day and 
night ; or it may be put for an absolute promise, as in the 
covenant with Noah, which was to be not only confirmed, but 
illustrated and repeated by ** the how in the chvd.^^ 

As the scriptures treat of several covenants^ so of their res- 
pective signs or memorials. Thus in the covenant with 
Adam, the tree of life was the sign ; in that with Abraham, 
circumcision; in the sabbatic covenant, rest; in the Mosaic, 
hlood; in the christian, the ^irit, the water, and the hhod ; 
while in the covenant with Noah, we observe '^ the how in the 
doud.'^ 

With the view of conciliating a class of men, who some time 
since rejoiced in the name of Freethinkers, an earlier appearance of 
the rainbow than the date of the Noahic covenant, has been 
conceded. We, however, are not prepared to surrender this 
point. For (1) it is generally admitted that our first impres- 
sions approach nearest to the truth ; and nobody will deny that 
an honest reader, having no theory to serve, and reading the 
covenant for the first time, would naturally conclude the 
bow then appeared for the first time. (2) As little can it 
be questioned that the effect on Noah's mind would be more 
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striking, if for the frst time he then hehdd the magnificent 
spectacle. (3) Admitting the natural causes of the rainhow to 
he co-eval with creation, it does not follow jbl^t the moral ones 
were ; and might not natural causes be w£iely and mercifully 
suspended for the sake of moral effects ? ,: (4) Had men been 
always familiar with the celestial arch they might have said, 
** what guarantee does your sign afford us ? The bow was set in 
the doud before the flood, and yet the flood came." (5) The 
word rendered tigriy often signifies the proof, or evidence of a 
thing ; as in Exod. iv. 7, " Thou shall do these signs and won- 
ders in the midst of Egypt." (6) The phrase *^I db set my bow in 
the cloud'* very naturally imports an act not performed before. 
(7) The Hebrew (nathatti,) generally .sustains this sense; as 
examples, see Numb. xiv. 4, and (-r^ings ii. 35. (8) The 
sign wrought before Cain, was wrought^&en; the signs performed 
1)y Moses before Pharoah, wereperformed l^ien ; ** signs following" 
the pireaching of the gospel, were 9igns immedicUely fallowings 
imd the appointments record^ in th^ two passages just adduced, 
were made then and not earlier. Finally, in yerse 1 7th. we 
read, <<God said unto Noah, thisjA the fy^een of the covenant/' 
&c. ; upon which Jarchi remarks, €iod having merely affirmed, 
in a general way, that he would appoint the nunbow as a sign 
of the covenant, so that whenever it should appear it should be 
thus regarded, was pleased for the confirmation of Noah's faith 
to fill the western sky with clouds, to form the promised ins 
thereoQ). and then pointing to it gracioi^y said, " this is the 
tokea of the covenant." Such, at any rate, says Bush, *' is the 
usual forpe of the demonstrative (rendered) this.** 

We have thus coiutemplated the bow in a physical and in a 
federal ligbt> and but for i^prehensions of tresspass should 
proceed to i^ote down a few suggestions ; the reader, howevev, 
should he feel sufficient interest in Hat B\>h\<&cX.^Nf^«Q:^f^ *^ss^ 
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deficiency by reflections of his own ; allowing us by this means 
an opportunity of setting in an eyangeUcal light, " the bow in 
the cloud." 

For thus saith the Lord ; " In a Htde wrath I hid my face 
from thee for a moment ; but with everlasting kindness will I 
have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy redeemer ; for this is as 
the waters of Noah unto me ; for as I have sworn that the 
waters of Noah should no more go over the earth, so have I 
sworn that I would not be wrath with thee, nor rebuke thee. 
For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed ; but 
my kindness shall not depart firom thee, neither shall the 
covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath 
mercy on thee.'* (Isa. liv. 8, 9, 10.) This inimitable passage, 
so like its divine author, and which will bear reading from 
morning till night, is clearly susceptible of an evangeUcal sense, 
representing '^God in Christ reconciling the world unto 
himself;" and as the ''God of peace" bringing '* again from 
the dead, our Lord Jesus Christ, that great shepherd of the 
sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant," which is 
^'orderedin all things and sure," and'^contains all our salvation." 
Viewed in this relation, no object in nature can be so significant 
so conspicuous, so majestic, or so entrancing as ^'the bow in 
the cloud" 

Behold it in the cloud of God's wrath, hushing the maledictions 
of violated law, which issue from "the secret place of thunder," 
threatening ''the vengeance of eternal fire." Mercy forms 
the bow, the bow spans the cloud, the cloud changes its aspect, 
and from the '' thick darkness" justice itself smiles, while infi- 
nite affection proclaims, <* peace, peace, to him that is far off, 
«nd to him that is nigh." Terror only drives us farther from 
God ; it IS the *' still small voice" which attracts, and soothes. 
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and assures our hearts before him. Mercy proclaims, a covenant 
salvation, and God speaks to us as a covenant God. Biibe 
forms Its empire within. We look up and feel tranquil, for re- 
deeming blood appears in the covenant, and we see '* the how in 
the cloud, '^ 

Hence we read of two immutable things by which God affords 
" strong consolation to them who have fled unto him for refuge,' ' — 
not who are fleeing — though the bow is for them— but those who 
have fled, for thei/ sometimes need it. But what are these two 
immutable things, which are to subdue our fears and give us 
" strong consolation ?" Theologians have quibbled, and divines 
have divided on this question. Here is the answer : they are 
God's covenant oath confirmed by a covenant sign. These 
quieted Noah, and these persuade the believer. " Thou wilt 
keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee, because 
he trusteth in thee ;" /. e. on his covenant oath confirmed by a 
sign, which sign is Christ, mediatonally considered. " For thus 
saith the Lord, in an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in 
a day of salvation have I helped thee : and I will preserve thee, 
and give thee for a covenant of the people, to establish the 
earth, to oause to inherit the desolate heritages." Here we see 
Gt)d doing in a covenant way, for the Gentile world, under the 
gospel dispensation, what he did for the world after the flood,— 
peopling it with another seed ; making all things new ; effecting 
rehgious creations; and accomplishing all according to an 
everlasting covenant, of which Christ himself is both the sub- 
stance and the sign. Well might Anna look for redemption in 
Jerusalem; and Simeon wait for the comofation of Israel. 
We can realize his extasy when we hear him exclaiming, '' Lord 
BOW lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy 
word ; for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast 
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prepared before the face of all people,''^ Here is "the faithful 
witness*' in the new heavens and the new earth. — The bow in 
the gospel firmament 

EzekieFs vision by the river Chebar, and John's in the isle of 
Patmos, are too important to be omitted. Thus writes the 
first : " Upon the likenjess of the throne, was the likeness as the 
appearance of a man above upon it. And I saw as the colour of 
amber, as the -appearance of fire round about within it, &om the 
appearance of his loins even downward, I saw as it were the 
appearance of fire, and it had brightness round about. As 
the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of 
rain, so was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the 
Lord :" chap. i. 26, 29. Here can be no mistake, either 
about the person, or the design of the bow ; " God, who cannot 
lief" has promised us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 
All fulness dwells in Him. Jehovah's name, too, is in Htm* 
Divine perfections cluster there, — ^the man is enthroned, but the 
God is adored. The covenant in all its treasures ; salvation in 
^ its freeness ; the Church in all its antiquity, perfection, 
holiness, members, interests and relations, centre in him as a 
divinely constituted head, around whom, the bow in all its mag-> 
nificence forms a mediatorial arch— -comprehending all, securing 
all, glorifying all. 

" This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of 
the Lord," meaning an emblem of the glory, both of his person 
and the importance of it. His glorious person filled his work, 
And that made his work glorious ; his glorious work fills the 
bow, and that makes the bow glorious ; while the glorifying 
bow is thrown around both himself and his throne, as if to 
^^uiurd* distinguisb* and confer peculiar honour. It therefore 
Domprehendft bis person^ mediatorial fulness, and divine adminish 
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trations both in heaven and on earth. He keeps in safety all 
that have been entrusted to him ; so that of all which the Father 
hath given him he should lose nothing, but raise it up at the 
last day ; and not only preserve, and raise, and restore, but 
adorn, exalt, and glorify for evermore. He ensures us safety,— 
safety in him, safety through him, safety with him. He is the 
antitypical ark, for there is salvation in no other ; yet there is 
in himf consequently it is said, ^Uo Him shall men come," — as 
the creatures went to Adam for names, and to Noah for shelter .^ 
For his work is like his person, — complete, everlasting and 
wonderful. He' is the '* hope of Israel," the peace of all his 
saints, and the praise of all his people. 

" The how in the cloudy* — who can help admiring it? What 
a tranquilising scene presents itself after the ** terrors of the 
Lord" have been seen in the uproar of nature. Rubens has 
depicted the scene with admirable skill, for his pencil was true 
to nature ; but every thing falls short of him who is ^' the 
brightness of glory," and of that peace which is diffused by 
** redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of hia grace." 

** The bow in the cloud P* How charmingly all the primor- 
dial colours blend in the rainbow I and what a constellation of 
exGellenGies,-^what a combination of perfections, divine and 
human, meet in our Immanuel I All the charms of nature, all 
the attractions of heaven, all the ages to come, with all that 
exist of the sublime or the beautiful, are glorified in him. '< For 
how great is his goodness ! and how great is his beauty!" His 
name is " wonderful,** and he is " altogether lovely.'* 

" The bow in the cloud !" "Who can define where the colours 
either begm or end? so delightfully do they unite, and melt 
into one another. And who can say where the divine and 
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12 TnB BOW IN TH£ CLOUD. 

human natures in their excellencies, operations and glories, hegia 
or end ? They are all in "the Son of the Father," like the 
colours in the bow — reflected and refracted — arranged, combined, 
and displayed'; yet " great is the mystery of godliness." "We 
shall see God;" and we shall gaze upon him with unspeakable 
delight ; but we shall never find him out to perfection. This, 
however, will neither chiU our love nor enfeeble the principle 
of obedience ; il will rather inflame the one and quicken the 
other. 

" The bow shall he in the cloudy* saith the Holy One, " and 
I will hoik upon it, that I may remerriber the everlasting 
covenant." Saith he this for his own sake, or for ours ? For 
our sake no doubt this was written. He tells us he will be faithful ; 
that we may depend upon him ; that they who dwell in his 
house shall bring forth fruit in old age, to " show that the 
Lord is wprightr He loola at the bow, his anger turns away, 
and he asks with emotion, "is Ephraim my dear Son?*' 
Hence he is called " the God of Peace," the " God of Patience," 
the ** God of Hope," and the "God of all grace." Why does 
he spare me ? why does he think of me ? and why does he visit 
and bless me ? exclaims the astonished christian under a sense 
of his ingratitude, sluggishness, depravity and guilt. 

Why ? The answer is, ** he remembers the everlasting cove- 
nant." He has set the symbol of his grace where the world's 
broad eye may rest upon it ; and he has rendered the invitations, 
the promises, and the doctrines of his grace —the reflections of 
his love falling on drops of blood— as conspicuous in the 
"gospel of our salvation" as " the bow that is in the cloud in 
the day of rain." 

Rivet says, '' we may acknowledge that Christ's throne is 
compassed with mercy, and that he shews it onhis countenance^ 
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whenever he manifests himself." It is very ohservahle that as 
the natural rainhow is a conspicuous object, set in a conspicuous 
place, where God and all flesh may see it together ; so the 
prophetic and Apocalyptic bows are placed where mediatorial 
relationship is reflected upon the eye of faith, and where it 
must be seen by all in heaven, if not by all on earth. How 
visible ! How glorious I How near ! 

In Rev. V. 2, ** One sat upon the throne," whom the New 
Testament Seer attempted not to describe, round about whose 
throne was a rainbow Hke unto an emerald; i.e., either all 
green, or one in which that color greatly predominated, — green 
being an emblem of rest, peace, verdure, and happiness : ideas 
which a spiritually-minded person, with some knowledge of 
bible truth, ^ill find little difficulty in applying. 

Whenever the mediatorial bow has been seen, it has always 
been in connection with portending judgments. Thus when 
Ezekiel saw the rainbow, it was on the eve of national deso« 
lations, chap, i ; when John saw the emerald bow, it was 
contemporaneous with the opening of the seals and the sounding 
of the trumpets. Rev. v, 3 ; and in ch. x. 1 , a similar connection 
is observable ; perhaps to teach us that though the goodness and 
severity of God are variously dispensed, they have nevertheless 
a covenant basis, consequently they must all harmonize with the 
covenant of his peace and the engagements of his love. Per- 
haps too, as green relieves the eye when other colors would fatigue 
and dazzle it, the emerald bow may suggest refreshing discoveries 
of God's salvation by his people in the hour of judgment, when 
otherwise they would be dazzled or confounded, dismayed or 
overwhelmed ; for " the secret of the Lord is with them that 
fear him, and he will shew them his covenant:'*— show them its 
nature, its necessity, its finnness and its blessedness: 
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<shew them the bond of it, the graces of it, and the seal of it : 
show them their standing in it, their right to it, and their safety 
by it. There are compensations in trouble, as well as deductions 
out of it. *' He eomforteth us in all our tribulations." 

Literally, the bow was an ancient instrument of warfare and 
destruction ; and when the Lord is a man of war and comes 
out of his secret place to punish the inhabitants of the earth, 
his ** bow is made quite naked," his quiver is filled with arrows 
which are ordained against the persecutors and made ready upon 
the string ; hence the bow came to be regarded as a symbol of 
war. But when a peace was concluded, neither the quiver nor 
the arrows were seen, and the unstrung bow was carried with- 
its horns downwards. In allusion to this custom ^' the bow in 
the cloud" has no string, no arrows, no quiver, and its head is 
upijbards; implying that Jehovah has no arrows to shoot, and if 
he had they would be aimed at the heavens rather than at the 
earth. Hear him, timid sufferer ; '^ I know the thoughts that I 
thmk towards you, saith the Lord." And what are they? 
*' thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected 
end;" Jer. xxix. 2. The thunder and lightning drive us fur- 
ther into the bush, like Elijah into the cave, or Adam into the 
tlncket. It is love that brings us out, and causes us to sing : 
" I create the fruit of the lips ; peace, peace, to him that is far 
off, and to him that is nigh, saith the Lord, and I will heal 
him ;" Isa. Ivii. 19. Fly, sin-stricken soul, fly to Calvary for 
covert ; see the bow in the cloud. The sign is peaceful, and 
bespeaks salvation for you. 

«* Have respect unto the covenant," said the royal bard, "for 
the dark places of the earth are full of the habitations of cruelty," 
so that the peace and safety of thy chosen tribes are in daily 
periL But all things are for their sakes. Nothing comes to 
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pass by chance ; and the evil that is not prevented has been 
pre-determined ; so that where the saint is not delivered from it 
he shall be saved in it, and sanctified through it. '^ Who shall 
separate ns from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus ?'' 
^' Nay^ in all things we are more than Conquerors !" 7^6 how 
is in the cloud and Satan cannot help it. 

Cheer up, desponding, fainting, foot-worn pilgrim. Tour 
God is faithful, gracious, and all-sufficient. He may try you, but 
he cannot deny you. In mercy he may break your cisterns, 
wash away your creature comforts, and lay waste your pleasant 
places, but he cannot injure you. Here is his guarantee : '*I do 
set my bow in the cloudJ'' 

True he hides himself from the house of Jacob, and makes 
the thick darkness his dwelling place ; but saints are dearer to 
him than a universe of material worlds, and he that toucheth 
them ''toucheth the apple of his eye." His bow is in the cloud ; 
and we all know the blacker the cloud the brighter the bow. 
He can also inspire his people with confidence, and make them 
not only easy but happy in his awful presence. It is said, 
'' Upon the nobles of the children of Israel belaid not his hand, 
also they saw God, and did eat and drink." Exod. xxiv. 2. 
i.e. God did not injure them by his power, but made 
them tranquil and happy under circumstances of terrifying 
solemnity. And has he not the same capacity now ? Is not 
his ''how in the cloudT* 

'' I answered thee in the secret place of thunder," says God. 
Where was that ? In the cloud ? Where else could it be ? How ? 
Hear him ! " I do set my bow in the cloud." That was how 
he answered then^ and it is a frequ^t mode of address even 
now. How often is the trembling believer beaten down by the 
tempest., confounded by surrounding devastations, and panic 
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stricken by fear, till, looking up, he sees the bow in the cloud 
and God in the bosom of the storm. 

''Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 

But trust him ftir his g^ce ; 
Behind a frowning providence. 

He hides a smiling face.'' 

He who planned the safety of Jacob and made Israel his 

pebnliar treasure, sees the clouds before they rise, reins in their 

tempestuous fury — like a charioteer his steed — directs their course, 

assigns them their desolating missions, and by remembering 

the everlasting covenant teaches us this consolatory truth, — 

that afflictions, desertions, temptations, and woes of every 

earthly kind shall work peacefully in the end ; and that ere 

the storm has passed over our heads we shall see *Hhe how in 

the cloud!^ 

W. Palmee. 



CONSCIENCE, 

ITS NATURE, KULE, AND OFFICE. 

The most sublime of all the sciences is Theology ; and 
next in importance to it is Ethics, or moral Philosophy. 
The study of human nature is a self evident obligation. Philo- 
sophy and religion alike declare, that the study of mankind is 
man, and combine to enforce the exhortation — Man, know 
thyself. 

In this, as in most other branches of study, it is ever found, 
that, " the works of the Loijd are great, sought out of all them 
that have pleasure therein." Psalm cxi. 2. Thus, an ancient 
philosopher, having critically examined his physical constitution 
exclaimed, ** I will praise thee, for I am fearfully and wonder- 
fully made !" Psalm cxxxix. 14. 
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The formation of man, was the crowning piece of divine 
workmanship on earth. How mysterious his compositions. 
Physically considered, he was formed of the dust or clay of the 
ground ; moulded, however, into the most heautif ul and majestic 
form, by the wisdom, power, and goodness of the great Creator. 

But of the soul it is said, " God breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life (or lives, that is, both animal and spiritual) and 
man became a living soul," that is, a deathless spirit ! But 
who will attempt to describe to us the nature and capacities 
of this immortal principle ? or to enumerate its godlike faculties 
and powers ? We speak of its passions and affections — its under- 
standing and will — its reason and conscience. Who can find 
out even the soul of man to perfection ? 

But the question may be asked, and it is an important one, 
How have these faculties been affected by the fall ? Have they, 
or has any one of them been destroyed? We confidently reply 
in the negative, while we are humbled by the acknowledgment, 
that they are all without exception debased and prostituted ; so 
that, instead of fulfilling their high vocation, in the service and 
adoration of the Most High, they have been brought under the 
iron bondage of sense, of Satan, and of sin. 

We believe that regenerating grace adds no new faculty to the 
mind, though it implants a principle which enlightens, purifies, 
liberated, and expands its powers, which, being essential to its 
existence, and comprehensively itself, can never cease to be ; 
though it is a lamentable fact, that in thousands of instances, 
they are so hidden and buried under the rubbish of the fall, as 
if they had no existence. 

But our enquiries are now restricted to that wonderful faculty 
in man called — Conscience. A subject, it must be confessed, 
that has not always received that consideration which its impor- 
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^ tance demands ; its mysterioos nature and inflaence, and its 
comprehensiye and diversified operations having to some extent 
discouraged us in the enquiries we have attempted to pursue. 

Conscience. — The word is derivedfrom the latin, conscientia, 
from scio or conscio, to he privy tOj or to know. But what is 
conscience ? time and patience would fidl us in attempting to 
quote the various definitions of the term that have heen given ; 
among a score of others are the following, the moral sense, or 
the moral principle which determines on the good or eyil 
character of idife's own actions— the secret judgment or internal 
testimony of the soul, whereby it approves things it conceives 
to be good, and condemns the commission of those which it 
judges to be evil — ^knowledge in conjunction with the fact to 
which it is a witness, as the eye is to the action done before it. 

A double, or joint knowledge ; namely, one of a divine law, or 
rule, and the other of a man's own action. — That faculty of the 
soul formed to perceive the intrinsic loveliness of virtue, and the 
odiousness of vice ; turned inward upon a man's own actions, 
and jointly with reason justifying or condemning those actions, 
his motive and end. — A science or knowledge, as its name sig- 
nifies, a knowledge of the law of right and wrong, that of nature 
but more particularly of the revealed will of Crod, and of a man's 
actions as being agreeable or disagreeable thereto. 

l>id our limits permit, it would be easy to show, that con- 
science may be distinguished both from reason and consdousness, 
Beason is that faculty of the soul by which we distinctly 
perceive the harmonious connection of general truths, &c. 

Consciousness is the knowledge of the existence of what 
passes in a man's own mind, but conscience, is the knowledge 
of the moral character oi thoughts and actions. Consciousness 
is a province of metaphysics, but cc^sdence of morality. 
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As to the question, therefore, whether conscience is a distinct 
faculty of the soul, or the result of its various powers combined? 
we believe it is the former, though it works in harmony with 
them all. 

Conscience may be regarded as the foundation of naturttl 
reUgum^ and that which peculiarly distinguishes the rational 
from the mere animal creation ; for where there is no respon- 
sibility there can be no conscienee, and where there it no 
conscience there can be no responsibility. It is found in all 
men aa an involuntary judge of right and wrong ; it is a prin- 
ciple which is more or less felt and acknowledged by all ; its 
dictates are positive, and its dominion co-eval with human 
nature and the haUtable globe. 

It exists and manifests itself under all the various forms and 
observances of personal, domestic, civil, political, and religious 
life. It has been well observed, ** that it may be weakened, 
but it canoiot be destroyed — it may be lulled or silenced for 
a time, but not annihilated — it may be feared and sometimes 
hated, but it is too powerful and terrible to be despised — it 
may be blunted for want of attention or be rendered 
fiistidious by ignorance and superstition — ^it may be scrupur- 
lous with regard to things indifferent — ^it may strain at a 
gnat while it swallows a camel ; but it is still conscience, 
originally good and upright, but perverted and rendered 
imperfect by the £b11.'' 

The Rule op Conscience. — The rules by which aH 
human actions must be judged, are law and conscience^ or, 
perhaps, more properiy speaking, by law as the rule in connec- 
tion with conscience as a testimony or witness. 

Law may be considered either as divine or human,'— with 
regard to the law or laws of Qod, they may be described as the 

c 2 
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law of nature, the moral law, and the preceptive part of the 
scriptures in general. 

By the law of nature, we understand those holy principles 
which were engraven on man's nature at his creation, and which 
though gpreatly weakened hy the fall, have not heen ohliterated. 
This was the only rule the Gentiles or Heathens possessed, and 
hy it therefore will they be finally judged: see Rom. ii. 14, 15. 

By the moral law, we mean the law of ten commands, as 
given by Moses, which were as to their substance, originally 
comprehended in the law of nature. In other words, we 
beheve that all the grand principles of the moral law were found 
in man's nature at his creation ; but, afterwards formally 
embodied and written on stone (with one or two circumstantial 
appendages adapted to their case) in the law that was given on 
Sinai. 

This law is founded in nature, and is universal in its applica- 
cation, immutable, and eternal. It is subject to no change with 
regard to time, or place, or circumstances, and extends to all 
ages, nations and generations of time, like the sovereign dominion 
of its divine author. Its obligation did not begin when it was 
formally given to Moses on Sinai, for its original is coeval with 
the divine mind ; it is simply the embodiment of the unerring 
wisdom and will of Jehovah. The preceptive parts of the sa- 
cred scriptures have all the authority and force of law, but as 
some of them are not founded in nature, but in sovereignty, they 
have been or may be repealed. 

Mere human laws partaking necessarily of the imperfection 
and short-sightedness of those who make them are always liable 
to be amended or repealed, and, therefore, can only bind the 
conscience in a mediate manner, and as far as they harmonize 
with the laws of God; while, this latter binds the conscience 
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directly and absolutely, because it is in its own nature equitable 
and immutable. 

No mere human law, or political constitution can ever 
change the nature or abrogate the obligation of any divine 
command; hence there is nothing that can absolutely bind 
the conscience but the revealed will of God. AU pohtical 
enactments, therefore, which involve the restriction of hberty, 
or the infliction of punishment in any form, in matters of mere 
conscience, or things that do not affect the interests of the dvil 
state, are undoubtedly unjust and tyrannical. 

By whatever secondary obhgations the conscience may be 
bound, such as personal engagements in the form of promises, 
or oaths, or the commands of those in authority, whether parents, 
masters, or magistrates, they are all founded on the moral law, 
and draw their primary obligation from it ; there is, therefore, 
no power or authority on earth that can oblige any individual 
to act contrary to his conscience as directed by the revealed will 
of God ; Acts iv. 19. 

Conscience, in connection with the law of God, may be con- 
sidered as natural, enhghtened, and supernatural. 

1. Natural Conscience. — Strictly speaking, the term, 
Natura], can only be applied to conscience, as it originally existed 
in man in all its pristine glory and uprightness ; it was then 
essentially good, and its powers and actings perfect and undevi- 
ating. Its common application, however, is to the faculty, as it 
exists in every individual bom into the world, and which operates 
to a greater or lesser extent by its own power, or in association 
with the other powers of the mind, irrespective of the law of 
ten commands, the general revelation of scripture^ and the 
grace of God. There is some evidence and manifestation of 
this in the minds of all men even in the darkest regions of the. 
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eardi, and among the most ignorant and unciyQized of mankind; 
thus, in all, conscience accuses or excuses, approves or condemns, 
i^ motiyes and actions of its possessor. 

II. Enlightened Conscience. — which is under the 
guidance and direction of a super-added revelation. ** This*' 
says a writer of distinction '^ has its foundation in the natural 
conscience without which, all the discoveries of revealed religion 
would make no more difference than the inrrease of light in the 
condition of a man horn hlind.'' In the natural conscience, its 
internal hght is its rule, hut in the enlightened conscience, hoth 
the light of nature and revelation comhine to constitute a rule 
which, if not more binding, is at least more extensive and per- 
fect, and adapted to various cases, which, without the hght of 
revelation would be at best but doubtful. 

Thus the consciences of the Jews were enlightened by the 
law of Moses and the Levitical dispensation, in connection 
with the testimony of the prophets, concerning the will of God. 
This general light has been vastly increased and extended by 
the gospel dispensation, and the clear and full revelations of 
the complete canon of scripture. Thus by the gospel and 
the means of grace, the consciences of men are instructed and 
enlightened, and Jesus Christ as the head of this dispensation, 
and the sum and substance of the gospel has become '' the true 
light, which hghteth every man that cometh into the world.'* 
(John i. 9.) An enlightened conscience has therefore not 
only to do with man's natural obhgations to his Creator and 
his fellow men, but also with the moral law and will of God, 
as far as it is made known to him. 

III. SUPEENATUBAL OR SaNCTIPIED CONSCIENCE. — 

By this, we mean a conscience that has been brought under 
tbe renewing and sanctifying power of the Holy Ghost, and the 
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cleansing blood of Immanuel in common with all the other 
powers of mind in the regenerate. It then has to do not only 
with things legal and evangelical, but with those that are abso- 
lutely spiritual^ and so acts in connection with matters of faith, 
experience, and practice, as it is impossible for it to act apart 
from the renewing power and goidance of the Holy Ghost. 
Thus, and thus alone can the mystery of the Faith be received 
and held in a pure conscience or any really good work par- 
formed. (1 Tim. iii, 9.) 

Did our limits permit, we should now proceed to notice 
conscience under the two chief distinctions of good and emU 
with at least half a dozen subdivisions under each, but as our 
present limit forbids, we pass on briefly to notice 

Conscience, its Office and Work. 

It was evidently implanted in man to be an instructive light 
concerning what is pleasing or displeasing to God, and therefore, 
concerning what man should do or avoid, it is a '' hght which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world.** It is the can- 
dle of the Lord which he has ht up in the soul of man, searching 
the inmost recesses of the heart, and pronouncing judgment upon 
his motives and actions, especially when it is enlightened by the 
word and Spirit of Grod. It was designed to act the part of a 
monitor t to warn us of approaching evil ; it will often prevent 
evil actions and even the indulgence of foolish or impure thoughts, 
by its earnest and faithful monitions. There are times and 
seasons when it seems to obtain an extraordinary power; it 
may be in the silence of the night season, the loneliness of soli- 
tude, or when brought under the influence of the warnings and 
threatenings of the book of God. In the midst of a thousand 
wordly thoughts and cares, it sometimes suddenly and irresistibly 
arrests a man's attention, and compels him for a time to think 
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of his moral state and condition, the things of eternity and Grod ; 
it tells him that all is not as it should be with him, and wiU not 
end as he would have it. 

It is also a witness. A witness for God to man, and a witness 
for or against man in reference to God. Thus, the conscience 
of the Heathens bore witness to their actions whether good or 
evil, and so their thoughts excused or accused one another ; 
Rom. ii. 14. &c. So the conscience of the upright man 
bears witness for him, and is a co-witness with the Holy Ghost, 
to which he can appeal as did the apostle. See Rom. ix. 1, 2; 
2 Conn. i. 12. 

It also acts the part of a Recorder, The book of conscience 
is the registry of human thoughts, and words, and actions; and 
will be undoubtedly one of the books that will be opened at the 
final judgment ; see Rev. zx. 1 2, &c. By the constant and 
ever- varying cares and anxieties of the present, the past seems 
oftentimes obliterated from our memories as if in many respects 
it had never been ; but it shall be found at last, that in this 
respect, conscience has been faithful as a recorder of all the 
thoughts, and words, and actions of men. 

It acts in the character of a judge, either acquitting or con- 
demning, and will oftentimes, pass sentence upon conduct, 
before there has been time for reason to review it, and give in 
its verdict. Such a clear conscience had Job, or desired to have, 
when he said, "My heart (conscience) shall not reproach me so 
long as I live;" chap, xxvii. 6. The conscience of Samuel also 
acquitted him of all charges that could be brought against him ; 
1 Sam. xii. 5. So also the apostle ''I know nothing of 
myself, — '* or rather it should be. "I am not conscious of 
any evil." See also 1 John iii. 20. 

Qn the other hand, it sooner or later condemns ; and though 
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it is more or less active in individuals according as they have 
attended to its admonitions or neglected them ; yet, even in 
those who have made the> greatest efforts to silence its voice, 
and for years succeeded in doing so, there are seasons when it 
will speak out, and force attention to its claims, in spite of every 
attempt tobriheorquell it. See the case of David, 2 Sam. zii. 13, 
Belshazzar, Dan. v. 6, and Felix, Acts zxiv. 25; See also 
anecdotes on another page of this magazine. 

It frequently operates in the character of an accuser, or 
tormentor in the profligate. It then becomes a true taskmaster ; 
and not closer doth the shadow follow the body, than the re- 
venge of an accusing conscience sooner or later follows sin. A 
guilty conscience like a sleeping mastiff, may he at the door, 
but when it awakes it will fly at the throat. A greater punish- 
ment cannot well be imagined, than the lash of an accusing 
conscience ; when it is aroused, the hero turns pale before its 
accusations. It may be compared to the fury of the lion when 
roused from the thickets where he had crouched, by the sudden 
overflowing of the river, he comes up with a terrific roar, from 
the sweUings of Jordan. 

It is probably " the worm that never dies." 

'* But why must those be thought to 'scape, who feel 
Those rods of scorpions, and those whips of steel — 
Which conscience shakes, when she with rage controls, 
And spreads amazing terror through their souls ? 
Not sharp revenge, nor hell itself can find, 
A fiercer torment than a guilty mind ; 
Which day and night, most dreadfully accuse, 
Condemns the wretch, and still the charge renews.*' 
Ilford, Essex. J W, 
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MANUSCRIPTS BY THE LATE JOHN STEVENS, 

{Pastor of Salem Chapel, Meard's Court, Solw.) 

It is a distmguishiDg character ff the Lord our Gk)d, that he 
can only be an object of confidence and cannot himself be the 
subject of it There is but one self-safiicient» all-sufficient, and 
independent being in existence. There cannot be two, and 
there must be one ; for such myriads of dependencies never gave 
themselves a being, but must have entered into existence from 
a being, who never did begm, who is himself the centre of all 
fulness, perfection, and sufficiency, in the midst of his won- 
derful works; reigning in majesty supreme, and holding forth 
the hand of liberality in the supply of every living thing, from the 
minutest movement of animal existence to the loftiest expression 
of heavenly intelligence. This eternal God is here addressed 
by the Holy Psalmist as an object of his confidence, *' Lord 
of Hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee." 

We find, therefore, the character or conduct of a blessed man; 
and we are put in remembrance of his blessedness. It is a plain, 
simple, experimental, practical, and useful character which is here 
assigned him — the man that trusteth in the Lord of Hosts. In 
such exercise of mind we find all the household of God involved. 
There are a thousand differences and distinctions among us, 
but with all such multiplicity and peculiarities, and all the 
diversities and shades of distinction there is not one of his 
family, not one of his flock, not one of the objects of his 
immense regard, (who is truly a subject of evidence) but every 
one is found to have betaken himself to the Most High as the 
only foundation on which he dares to build his confidence for 



MANUSCBIPT8 BY THE LATE JOHN STEVENS. 27 

the supports of a temporal life upon the earth, and for the se^ 
curity of an endless life beyond it. 

In this expression we find an involving of not only a state of 
grace and spirituality, or a changed condition of conscious being, 
but there is an exemplification of the communications made from 
God, and some qualities iiaparted to his people. He is an 
object of trust, as he is a God of perfection and a Gt)d in rela- 
tionship to his people, in which he lays the foundation of their 
hope and worship continually. He is their Qodj and they are 
said to be his people. 

Mow there can be no trust, I apprehend, unless we can con- 
ceive some acquaintance with the character of God, some inward 
acquaintance with our own character, some inwrought persuasion 
of the truth of divine testimony, and of the certainty of the 
fulfilment of divine promises, with some rising experience 
of the influence of truth upon the mind. How can I trust 
one I never knew ? How can I indeed confide in him, whose 
word I cannot take ? How can I trust in him whose promise 
I have never received ? How can I be said to rely on him 
without some consciousness of fitness in him to be the 
ground of my dependence, and of his adaptation to my frailty, 
dependence, and necessity, to honor him as my covenant God ? 
And this I would understand, especially, in the person of our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, because in him the attributes of 
uncreated Majesty are brought into a centre. It is in him that 
wisdom is ever contriving for our relief; it is in him true holiness 
is flaming for our adornment; it is in him free grace is display- 
ing its treasures for the unworthy ; it is in him that mercy has 
enihroneditself in the relief of the miserable, the lost, and the 
undone. It is only in him that divine justice can be beheld at 
all in friendship with fallen man. It is only here that we can 
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conceive the arm of Omnipotence to be a relieving arm, and a 
defence to us, therefore, there is much depending, we find, on 
the views we are brought to take of the character of him in 
whom we confide ; and it is a God revealed in a Christ ; it is an 
infinite first cause shining through an adopted medium ; it is an 
infinite happiness shedding its bright beams upon us through a 
medium, in which every attribute gives hope, ministers guidance 
and help, and becomes a ground work of dependence and ex- 
pectation. What could I, as a guilty, sinful, fallen creature, 
see in a Being infinitely wise, unless I could apprehend that his 
wisdom was displaying itself through a merciful medium? What 
pleasure could it afibrd me, or what hope could it kindle, that I 
should conceive of him in his natural excellence, unless I could 
have some medium through which every attribute should min- 
ister to my case, and be found united in one grand design of 
glorification to the first cause, through a fit medium, and in the 
uplifting of a lost sinner into fellowship with God. 

The book of heaven is the basis of our worship, and therefore, 
I say, that without faith in the testimony and belief of the doc- 
trines and promises of this Book, you never find a man trusting 
God. He talks of it, but he never does it. He says we should, 
no doubt, trust the Almighty, but still he would rather trust 
the promise of his neighbour. There is nothing in man that 
will carry. him out naturally to this object, and therefore we 
find that it is only by the indwelling of heaven that any person 
is the subject of such a disposition as that which we call trusting 
in the Lord ; because, it includes faith, hope, affection, patience, 
and an anticipating exercise of soul, which can never be traced 
out among any but those who are bom of God, born again, 
bom by grace, led by the Holy Spirit, and made recipients of 
the great redemption of Christ Jesus. What know I, in fact, of 
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God, of hereafter, of the destiny that awaits me, but what I 
must learn from belief of his word? It is only therein that the 
third heavens are opened. It is only therein that a stran^^er 
passing through the land of time can have any conception of a 
future communion with the cause of all things. Hence, you 
find, the Infidel's mind is quite divested and freed from all 
troublings about honouring his Maker. He has not told him 
anything ; he says God is above it, — it is beneath his majesty 
to descend to teach man. And thus he aims to make a wdy 
for himself, shutting his eyes against the light, unwilling 
to admit a revelation, which condemns his evil heart, his 
evil practices and infidel principles. Under such circum- 
stances, he has no expectation from God, no expectation from 
his friendship. He has, therefore, no intercourse with him. He 
never speaks to him. He has no hope fixed above, for all his 
movements are bounded by the limit of time, and the scenery 
of this pass-away world. 

The believer stands pre-eminently different. '*I see the world," 
he says, ''but I see beyond it; its objects are not suitable to meet 
all my wants; it is a place of great turmoil, contention, and 
change, and has little union but in that which is lamentable ; 
but my thoughts are not bounded here." What can you know 
about another world? Nobody comes back to tell you. No. And 
if any body did, [don't wish to see him, I should be more fright- 
ened than profited. But it is the Book, that Book of God, which 
I wish to consult, to believe, and to depend upon; and it is there 
I fix my trust. The Lord has spoken, and it is upon this the 
man of God, by his faith, fixes his trust ; for trust is but a 
reliance, which enters into the very act of faith, staying on the 
word of a promise-making God, and thus expecting the fulfil- 
ment of what he has promised. Thus we may transfer our 
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dependence upon dust and ashes to the Most High God. The 
belief of the testimony and credit of his promise give great dis- 
tinction to his family, from all other people on earth. This is 
that which makes them appear in the estimation of the world bo 
odd, so contemptible, so fanatical, so abominably conceited 
and vain. How should they know such things ? They talk 
about being sure to go to heaven ; they talk about their sins 
being forgiven, but God Almighty has never told them that. They 
can never know any such thing ; it cannot appear how it can be 
known, except we admit the authority and the credibility of the 
Book sent us. The kingdom unseen is brought down to our 
knowledge by the eye of faith, and this faith is the sabstanGe 
of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen; our bodily 
sight would but little profit us if there were any visible display 
to our natural sense — that has never been the organ by which 
God has intended to sanctify a sinner. In ancient days, when 
such appearances took place from the supernal world, people were 
more frightened than sanctified, and had no particular benefit 
by them. We have the medium and manner in which God will 
commune with his people, which is by giving him credit for what 
he has and depending on his faithful promise. If he says that 
he is in heaven> that he is our Father in heaven, and that he has 
prepared fmr his fisunily beyond the sides. If he tells us that he 
has loved his people with an everlasting regard, that he has sent 
his dear Son in the flesh on purpose that he, so dad, might 
finish our redemption by dying in our stead. If he tells us that 
this Son of his love is taken up into heaven ; and if the 
Holy Spirit of inspiration gives us faith in this report, it influeiH 
ces our thoughts, it forms our judgment, it directs to the object 
of true hope and dependence ; and now we see €^d in Christy 
and we see the church in Christ, and we see a gracious interest 



31 MAKU8CBIPT8 BT THE LATE JOHN 5TEYEKS* 

and state which are not subjected to the dictation, the power or 
authority of any human being. We And that religion^ thus 
considered, is sure to appear, more or less, in bringing the re- 
ceiver of it to place his entire confidence on the hving God; for 
man is naturally inclined to trust in himself and in his own under- 
standing, and in various things, and what he can rake tc^ether 
with his own good management, whereon he thinks he may 
safely rely. Some hang confidence on the piety of their ances- 
tors ; some build their hope on certain forms of religion that 
have passed upon them — such as having been sprinkled with a 
few drops of water when children, whereby, they conceive, they 
were made the children of Gk)d, heirs of Christ, and inheritors 
of the kingdom of heaven. Here is their confidence. Others^ 
again, do not find satisfaction till they come to be eon/k'med, 
and are taken under the discipleship in that form. Another is 
not at rest till he has taken the sacrament; whereas, he has 
merely received a morsel of bread and a drop of wine, neither of 
which were Christ, nor could sanctify his sinM souL When 
the Spirit of God has condescended to bring a man to make the 
Lord his trust, he opens his eyes to see that this is not Chris<^ 
and that is not Christ, and the other is not Christ, and he is 
like a bird in the hedge, hopping from twig to twig and from 
branch to brandi, that does not fix a settlement at present, till 
he can -have a nest undisturbed; and there is no rest for the 
guilty, lost, and ruined, but as they are brought to behold their 
Qad in Christ, and to see the opening of divine designs and 
favor in that wonderful mystery of an incarnate God, a redeem- 
ing Ck)d, and then, the attributes that were terrific shine in a 
central blase ; and then the revelation, that was so mysterious^ 
appears now to bring life and immortality to light. Now the 
mind is directed from aH its former confidence as delusive, and 
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is brought to the Saviour of men, and to an Almighty Deliverer, 
and there to put his trust. Thus there is that which brings the 
mind to what the Psalmist here speaks of, and he says '' O Lord 
of Hosts, blessed is the man* that trusteth in thee." He is a 
man that is taught there to trust, he is man that is brought 
there to trust, and he is a man who cannot place his dependence 
any where else ; because the things to which his trust refers are 
matters of such high concern, he could be supphed from no 
other source. It is impossible, therefore, that any being but He, 
who is the author of all other beings, should be the proper, the 
direct object of our confidence, because the favors we are in 
want of are only at his bestowal, and the support we need 
can never be drawn from any finite being. 

I do not apprehend that such remarks are to be applied by 
any separation of the natures in the person of Christ He is God- 
man, and whatever medium it pleases divine glory to adopt and 
to appear in, that is the fittest medium for us to look to, where 
to read the character of God, and where to confess our ovm. 

Unless a man is aware of his own character, how vnll he have 
occasion to trust in God ? There may be every excellence in an 
object presented, but if a man has no necessity or wuit of what 
is there revealed, or brought near, it is not a concern of his. If 
pardon is to be had, and man is not guilty, this is a favor he 
does not seek for. All the way, therefore, there is a knowledge 
of the relieving object, and some experience of the necessities of 
the apphcant; and hence, we find, those that trust in the Lord 
are those that have a case of their own, and have to trust the 
Lord for the rich benefits of everlasting salvation. It takes in» 
I consider, many things, and all things that we become in want 
of when daily and divinely taught. 

But in this expression there is a total exclusion of all confi- 
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dence in human power, human right, human yirtues or sufferings. 
There is nothing of doing or enduring, on which the enlightened 
mind dares to place its confidence, unless the doings and 
endmings are heheld in the Son of God. These, his doings and 
sufferings are adapted to the wants of the awakened mind, and 
we come to the centre of all excellence, and every perfection, 
finding we have no where else to trust. " Blessed are all they 
that put their trust in him." ''0 Lord of Hosts, hlessed is the 
man that trusteth in thee.*' *' And they that trust in him shall 
never be confounded." " In his name shall the Gentiles trust." 
** In whom ye also trusted after that ye heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation ;" not before, but afterwards; 
And thus the gospel brings the object, and the Spirit of faith is 
called forth to receive that object. They heard, and believed, 
and relied on him who was revealed to them at Ephesus ; and 
we profess to have done the same. 

Now the principal ideas, in the words of the Psalmist, 
seem wrapt up in the blessedness of trusting in the Lord of 
Hosts. There is a happiness connected "^with religion, and 
never to be divided from it. Whatever interceptions, whatever 
interruptions, whatever painful suspicions may be felt, the thing 
itself is inseparable from happiness. No man can truly trust in 
God and be confounded. 



" The long suffering of God, waited in the days of Noah, while the 
ark was preparing, wherein few, that is eight souls, were saf ed by 
water. (1 Pet. iii. 20. 21.) 

Peteb, after observing that Christ was put to death in the 
flesh, but quickened by the Spirit, that he should bring us to 
God, remarks, that he also went by the Spirit, and preached 
unto the spirits in prison, by the mouth of Noah; for they were 

D 
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on earthy when once the long suffering of God waited in the days 
of Noah, hut where in prison in the days of Peter, He notices 
the salvation of others by means of the ark, wherein few, that 
is eight souls, were saved. The history of the ark you can 
read in Gen. v. 7> 8, to which the text alludes. 

1. This floating vessel was prepared by Noah at the com- 
mand of God; Gen. vi. 

It is evident this wonderful vessel was completed at the time 
when it would surely be wanted, in about the 1656th year of 
the world, when the threatened flood was about commencing. 
God's means are always ^f ones, they are never useless, they are 
all suited to the intended end . 

2. The design of this Ark, was salvation from bodily death, 
" He prepared an Ark to the saving of his house.** Heb ii. 7. 
Eight souls were saved by water. 

3. What time was occupied in building it is questioned by 
some, but it seems most probable that the 1 20 years of God's 
long-suffering was rbout the time. Gen. vi. 3. There is a time 
for every purpose. ' God's means are never out of time. 

4. Where it was built is disputed, and so is the wood of 
which it was made. One says on the plains of Sodom in Palestine ; 
another on the borders of India ; others in some part of China, 
but most in the land of Chaldea. 

As to the wood, some suppose it to have been Cedar^ others 
Cypress, which it seems was plentiful there in after time ; but 
when God named Gophar wood, Noah understood Him, and built 
accordingly. The other Ark was made to order as to matenal 
and measure ; Exod. xxv. 10. We see the authority, care^ 
and kindness of God in behalf of his exposed people. 

5. What were its dimensions is disputed, though the Lord 
said the length should be 300 cubits, Gen. vi. 15 ; breadth, 50, 
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height, so. Some understand the cubit to be 22 inches, others 

not quite 1 8 ; this makes a difference in the dimensions of the Ark* 

One makes the length 550 feet, and the other 450 feet. 

breadth 91 » 75 

^ heighth 55 „ 45 

In either case it is found to been have sufficient for the end de- 
signed. We need not wonder at controversy beingraised about the 
Antitype, when so much has risen about the type. 

{To he continued.) 



THE PRIESTHOOD OP CHRIST. 

The Priestly office of the Son of God, is one of momentous 
concern to the Church of Christ. The Aaronic priesthood, 
although chosen of God to offer gifts and sacrifices, was only a 
faint shadow, a figure and symbol of the everlasting Priesthood. 
The Priests, the Altars, and the sacrifices of the Jewish ceremony, 
were typical of Jesus the great High Priest of our profession. 
The Priests were men, Jesus is God-man, — they were sinful. 
He is sinless, — they presented sacrifices for themselves, Jesus 
needed none, — He gave himself a sacrifice for the sins of his 
people ; their sacrifices were figures of His sacrifice — His sacri- 
fice, like Aaron's rod which budded, swallowed up all other 
sacrifices. The one oblation on Calvary superseded for ever 
the necessity of the sacrifices of the Jewish dispensation, which 
did their work, fulfilled the divine purpose, and then passed 
away. In the old testament, Jesus, the true Priest, was veiled by 
types and ceremonies ; in the new testament, he is the unveiled 
and glorious Priest. He is the great High Priest, supreme 
in dignity, in qualification, and in every exceUence. He is a 
peculiar priest, too ancient to have one before Mm, — too qloriattA 
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to have an equal, — too strong to have a partner, — and too 
perfect to have a successor. The Jewish High Priest passed 
on the great day of atonement, through the coorts of the earthly 
sanctuary, into the holiest of all ; into this place he entered with 
his priestly rohes, accompanied hy no mortal ; there Ym sprinkled 
the blood of typical expiations, presented incense, and prayed 
for his people. There he saw the ark of the cov^iant, the 
golden mercy-seat, and the Cherubim of glory. The great 
High Priest over the house of God, having offered his own blood 
by which he made a real and perfect atonement, is passed into 
the true holy of holies, which is in heaven ; " for Christ is not 
entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the 
figures of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the 
presence of God for us." He is gone to heaven ; he is gone as 
the great High Priest, to appear in the presence of Grod for his 
people. 

He is there as the representative of his people. The Priest 
was God's representative to the people, and the people's repre- 
sentative to God. He there presents the prayers of his church 
mingled with the much incense of his meritorious work. He is 
there as the great medium of all communication from and to 
God ; every mercy comes by the merit of his blood, and heaven 
is only accessible in his name. He is there asi the everlasting 
Priest — he is a Priest for ever — a Priest after the power of an 
endless life — he is there in all the splendour of his personal 
majesty, and in all the triumph of his pnestly and sacrificial 
work. In him, the seeker of divine forgiveness finds the Priest, 
the altar, and the sacrifice ; in him he finds the ark of the 
covenant, the merq/ seat, and the altar of incense. The sinner, 
conscious of his sins before Almighty God, cannot do without 
the Priesthood of Christ; he cannot do without the sacrifice and 
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the true mercy seat. Through the Priesthood and sacrifiice of 
Christ, the blessings of the new covenant are received and 
enjoyed. It is the Priest that blesses the people and imparts to 
them the knowledge of God^ and his great salvation. The great 
High Priest of the church of God, though passed into the 
heavens, is still mindful of, and merciful to sinners, who, by 
his Spirit, are seeking his help and blessing. *^ Seeing then 
that we have a great High Priest^ that is passed into the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast'our profession ; Heb. iv. 14. 

J. E. Bloomfield. 



REFLECTIONS ON PAST HISTORY. 

( With especial reference, in future numbers^ to the Reformation.) 

The eloquent writers on. the Reformation, commenced by 
the great Luther, and carried on through successive ages by 
the noble army of Martyrs, have been numerous. 

As all great historical facts have been recorded, and presented 
to the notice of every class of readers, the writer of these pages 
will not tread the well beaten track of history, but endeavouTi 
by descanting on the facts recorded, and comparing the wily 
schemes of the ancient enemies of the church with those of 
modem data, shew the necessity of combined action against 
the real opponents of our Saviour and his doctrines, though 
ranking among their avowed supporters. 
' The Reformation is of ancient date ; more ancient than most 
writers have allowed themselves to dwell upon. It began 
shortly after the dawn of creation, and will not ce&se until the 
last elect vessel of mercy has been gathered home. Then will 
the great Redeemer cease promulgating his glorious doctrines. 
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and seated by his heavenly Father's side, become through vast 
eternity the object of ceaseless adoration I 



Had myriads of human beings inhabited the blissful plains 
of paradise^ a harmony of sentiment pervading the entire mass, 
would have for ever excluded disorder, and the grateful hymn 
of praise would have ascended, untainted by party spirit. But 
no sooner had the monarch of the infernal regions attained his 
diabolical object, and caused the rebellion of our first parents, 
than confusion seated herself on the brain of man ; and through 
difference of sentiment, jealousy, and animosity, the first sacri- 
ficer to the Almighty sealed his testimony with his blood. 

Onward rolled the wheels of time, and in an incredibly short 
period we find the human race so degenerate, and their opposition 
id their Maker so strongly marked, that one man from among 
the multitude is placed before us, the sole true worshipper 
of the Lord, preparing for the escape of himself and family 
fh)m the inevitable destruction awaiting mankind. 

Turn over a few more pages of sacred history, and behold 

he dreadful act accomplished I The long forbearance of 

Jehovah had at length yielded, and his pent up wrath, opening 

the windows of heaven, had cleansed the face of the earth ; only 

a small family remaining to utter forth his praises. 

But again the world was peopled ; and we see in the perusal 
of that portion of sacred history the obduracy of the human 
heart. From a seeming consciousness that sin would meet with 
the indignation of heaven, coupled with the late awful occurrence 
vividly brought before their notice, men, hurling defiance at 
their Ood, erect a tower for their future preservation. But» 
oh I weak sighted mortals, in a moment confusion reigns; 
and that which proud humanity had intended for a safeguard 
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and a lasting monument of their ability, became the origin of 
future wars, deadly animosities, and blood thirsty persecutions. 

From this data the special favour of the Almighty manifested 
itself in a more marked manner than hitherto. Confined here- 
tofore to a few individuals, electing love followed the Jewish 
people ; and shortly is presented to our notice the deeds and 
actions of a mighty nation. But infinite wisdom saw fit, (in 
order to check that principle of presumption and pride that had 
manifested itself the occupier, to a large extent, of the human 
heart) to cause them to pass through the fiery furnace of 
oppression, persecution, and tyranny. 

Years of painful captivity were passed through by the chosen 
Israel. Their Satanic influenced rulers ransacked invention 
to devise means of oppression, as, vrith a jealous eye, they 
beheld the Israelites growing daily more powerful. But the 
star of freedom at length appeared, not with a dim, twinkling 
light, but shining in all meridian splendour. The smiling 
infant, that had been placed by its fond mother in the bulrush 
cradle, to preserve it from the cruel edict of the Egyptian court, 
and plucked therefrom by the daughter of its proud ruler, now 
appeared in all the v%our of manhood among his own people, 
and beholding their oppression, he with a holy dignity, as one com- 
missioned from the Most High, entered the palace of the mon- 
arch, and with a voice of thunder demanded the freedom of his 
brethren. 

Now tremble, proud despot, for thine Israelitish slaves will 
soon be the means of thine overthrow, and nature herself will 
be commanded to stop her hitherto straight course, and turn 
her elements of peace into elements of destruction. Tremble, 
infidel inhabitants of Canaan and future Judea, for soon vrill the 
conquering army of all victorious Israel hew thee in pieces, and^ 



{ 
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earth! thine inhabitants made to tremble at the name of 
Jehovah. 

Surprise now filled the Egyptian court at the apparently 
insolent demand of Moses for the freedom of the Jews ; but 
however wiUing it might have been to turn a deaf ear to their 
request, circumstances soon made it change its intention. 
Toil on, enslaved Israel, soon will the news of thy deliverance 
reach thy Goshen, for thy future leader, having the elements of 
nature at his command, is compelling thy despotic ruler to 
listen to his demands. 

At last /the blow is struck — the home thrust is given ! Wild» 
despairing cries rend the vaulted heavens. Egyptian mothers 
tear their hair in poignant grief, and the land is shrouded in 
mourning, at the loss of its first bom sons — Hebrew mother, 
now art thou avenged for the murder of thy male babe. 

The proud Egyptians now turn suppliants, and with a be- 
seeching voice, reqitest the Israelites to leave their coasts. Now; 
they disgorge their wealth, obtained, in a measure, from the 
sweat of Israel's brow, and so to speed their exit, impoverish 
themselves. With what delight must the host of heaven have 
viewed the scene ; while Satan, foaming |pth rage, prepares to 
enter Pharoah's mind again. 

They leave— How changed the scene! Under Satanic in- 
fluence, surprise now takes the place of consternation on the 
Egyptian countenance. The question runs through the court, 
" Why did we let these people go ? Buckle the horses to your 
war chariots, and arm, ye warriors, for verily we will pursue 
them. They are unarmed, we are sure of conquest, and will 
lead them back as slaves to our imperial will." Speed your 
preparations, ye tyrants, for destruction stands ready to receive 
you. How clearly the result proves the difference between 
God*8 determination and Satan's insinuation I 
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Now, with glittering spear and the sound of trumpet, they 
approach the Israelitish host. Fear spreads rapidly through 
the Hebrew ranks. Shouts of vengeance are heard against 
their leader, for bringing them into apparent destruction. But 
Moses cries unto the Lord, (would that every christian man did 
the same under circumstances of difficulty) and, behold I the 
sea retreats, and presents them with an easy line of march. 
Swiftly comes the Egyptian host, following in the same direc- 
tion ; but lo ! the very waters seem teeming with vengeance at 
the insulting tread of Satanic defiance, and, heaving with 
destruction, join — and the boasting warriors meet with a watery 
grave. 

How beautiful is the record of Israel's captivity to peruse ! 
how cheering to the desponding saint; how terrific to the 
unawakened sinner. Do the chosen of the Lord doubt his 
ability to dehver them from their enemies ? Do the noble epistles 
of Paul and the other writers of the New Testament want 
CQnfirming? read the actual manifestations of omnipotence 
displayed in their dehverance, and doubt no more. 

Sing, Miriam, sing aloud! for truly the Lord hath done 
wonderous things, the horse and his rider hath he thrown into 
the sea. Join ye, the entire host of Israel, at this display of 
heavenly protection. Let the song of praise echo through the 
air, as it ascends in grateful songs, of adoration : and so sing, 
that Gabriel, and the angelic host, hearing the hymn of thanks- 
g;iving, may strike their golden harps with redoubled energy, 
and shout victory ! victory I victory ! to God, 

Imagination can but faintly realise or language depict, the 
joyous^feelings that must have pervaded the entire Hebrew host. 
Age, renewed, for the time, with youthful vigour; youth, inspired 
with the strength of manhood ; the child with the vigour of 
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youth, joining in one entire shout of praise to their Almighty deli- 
verer. But solemn must have been their reflections, coupled with 
reverential awe, as, glancing towards the grave of their enemies, 
they beheld the bosom of the liquid element present its usual 
appearance, unruffled by its recent work of destruction. 

Sleep on, ye foes of the Lord's chosen. Clapsed in the icy 
embrace of death, with the ocean for your grave, you shall there 
lie till the great judgment of our Lord. Then once more will 
ye resume your march, but not as armed warriors. No flourish 
of trumpets shall attend your progress, no anticipation of future 
triumph swell your bosom ; but, guarded by the warriors of 
heaven, you, together with those that love not the appearance 
of our Lord, will be conducted before the dread judge of man. 
Then shall you behold Him whose power you defied, whose 
children you enslaved ; and banished ^or ever from his presence, 
spend an eternity of woe with your master — the devil. While 
persecuted Israel, with all God's saints, ushered into the presence 
of their Lord, welcomed by their Saviour, with harp in hand, 
and praise for ever on their lips, will sing Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
to God and the Lamb. 

We need not dwell on the journey of Israel through the 
desert — the many manifestations of deliverance displayed on 
their behalf — the ingratitude that frequently escaped from their 
lips — the interview of Moses with his God — the worship of the 
golden calf — the indignation of Moses — the breaking of the 
tables of the law — the rebellion against the authority of the 
priests — the death of Moses, and the numerous hard battles 
fought under the leadership of Joshua. These facts, coupled 
with the general history of Israel, would afford no fresh infor- 
mation to our readers, who, we presume, are acquainted widi 
the word of God. 
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Having thus just glanced at the deliverance of the first 
Refonners of the world from their bondage, we will, by the 
help of Ilim who alone can inspire thought, introduce in our 
next, the glorious deeds of the founder of the christian faith ; 
the pattern of virtue and model of self-denial. The babe bom 
in a manger, the youthful carpenter, the confounder of the 
doctors of the law, the baptized one in Jordan, the purger of 
the Jewish temple, the silencer of the proud Pharisee, the caster 
out of devils, the restorer of sight, the healer of disease, the 
comforter of the mourner, the binder up of the broken heart, 
the praying one in Gethsemane's garden, the innocent victim of 
an unjust tribunal, the sufferer on the cross, the end of the 
Jewish economy — JESUS. 

M. Nichols. 



APPARENT CONTRADICTIONS HARMONIZED. 

**' It repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved 

him at his heart.*'— Gsir. vi. 6. 
'' The Lord is not man that he shoald repent." — 1 Sam. zv. 29. 

The seeming difficulty in these passages is removed by simply 
observing the different senses in which the word repent is to 
be taken. In the first passage it is rendered metaphorically, in 
the second literally. Literally understood, God cannot repent ; 
for his gifts and caUings are without repentance. Meta- 
phorically God can repent ; and by no literal expressions could 
his extreme hatred of sin, and his determination to punish it, 
be expressed with anything like the force in which it is here 
exhibited. Principles are far more impressively taught by 
figurative than by literal language ; and God, who knows our 
nature, impresses great truths upon our minds by metaphorical 
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representadoDs. What literal words conld convey sach an idea 
of the evil of sin ? Human nature is corrupted in its fountains 
and issues. '* The imagination of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually." It was evil without mixture, ordy evil, 
evil without cessation^ evil continually. It was original and 
practical, an external and internal depravity. It wrought day 
and night, corrupting everything, hlasting everything, destroying 
everything. It marred the works of God, rendered human 
nature a perfect nuisance, and in appearance creation a huge 
failure. Nor was this conjecture or exaggeration, for Gbd saw 
it. Any created heing seeing his works thus perverted, would 
repent that he had ever made them ; and God can speak after 
the manner of man, without heing man that he should lie, or 
the son of man that he should repent. He can clothe his ideas 
with human attributes, without partaking of them; exhibit 
important truths through the medium of human affections, 
weakness, changeability, and other imperfections, without being 
affected by them. Gt)d can ivill a thousand changes without 
changing his will. He can change ua^ and all around us, but 
he cannot change himself, cannot will a change, nor wish to 
will one, in his will, his nature, or his purpose. He can change 
his dispensations, without changing in them ; and where he 
appears to change his plans, the change forms a part of his 
plans, and is necessary to their entireness, development and 
execution. 

** While the earth reroaineth, seed tune and harvest shall not cease."— i 
Gen. viii. 22. 

« There are five years hi which there shall he neither earing nor harvest." 
— Gbn. xlv. 6. 

Scripture must be interpreted in accordance with its own 
principles, the doctrines it teaches, and the general use of words^ 
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phrases, &c. For example, there may he an ahsolate univer- 
sality, a specific universality, a geographical universality, or a 
chronological universality ; i.e., an universality which compre- 
hends all future epochs, dates, periods, &c. And this is the 
universality of the passage. It is a chronological, and not a 
geographical idea that is intended. The first admits of partial 
failures, national calamities, destruction hy wars, inundations, 
drought, mildew, &c. The second would dispense with human 
lahour, and secure a harvest to the sluggard. The first is in 
accordance with the laws of material and moral agency ; hut 
the second would agree with neither. 

Scrutator. 
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Delays are not denials of suit at the court of heaven, hut 
trials of the faith and patience of the petitioners. — Boston 

We shall, assuredly, all he tempted according to the measure 
of our strength ; not beyond it certainly, yet fully up to it, 
— Arnold. 

The clearest sight and vision of God, does always give a 
man the fullest sight of his ovm emptiness, sinfulness, and 
nothingness. — Brooks. 

God knows how to dispense with necessities : but if we 
suffer idle and needless occasions to hold us from the tabernacle 
of God, our hearts are but hollow to rehgion. — Bp. Hall. 

To read much and practise nothing, is to hunt much and 
catch nothing. — Brooks. 

Truth is as impossible to be soiled by an outward touch, as 
the sunbeam. — Milton. 
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SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATION. 

'' Shall horses run on the rock?" — Amos xi. 12. 

The author of ^' Scripture Illustrated '' has remarked, that 
the horses of antiquity not heing shod, therefore^ could not nm 
upon rocks. Scott says, ''The ancients did not shoe their 
horses ;*' and Bishop Hall thinks the question refers to the 
impossihility of horses running upon steep and craggy difia. 
But Thenenot, in his Travels, p. 113, says, '* In Persia they 
make their horse-shoes smooth and flat ; so that they have no 
little turnings up, as ours have, which makes them continually 
slide upon stones, or upon the ground when it is the least wet." 
There is, therefore, no necessity to fall hack upon horses heing 
unshod, seeing they may have shoes on and yet be unable safely 
to exert their speed or their prowess on certain kinds of 
surfaces, as. rocks, stones, or wet ground. 

The meaning probably is, that an attempt to reform the ten 
tribes would have been as perilous an undertaking as riding 
a race over rocks and stones, with horses shod by a Persian 
farrier ; or as fruitless as attempting to plough the craggy cliffs 
with oxen. What impression could be made ? what increase 
could be expected? The people were unimpressible, incorri- 
gible, unreclaimable. The fountains of pubhc justice were 
poisoned, their rehgious institutes depraved, and the whole body 
politic thoroughly corrupted ; although they were rejoicing in 
a ** thing of nought," boasting of their wealth, their idols, their 
fortifications, their success, &c., which were of no earthly value. 
This their way was their folly ; yet it was the way of human 
nature, and posterity have followed in the same track. An 
omnipotent salvation seems plainly necessary to obdurate, 
unyielding, impenitent sinners. Only God can effectually soften, 
stir, and fertilize the rocky heart of man. 



SCRIPTURE UNIONS. 4/ 



SCRIPTURE UNIONS. 



There are three glorious, indissoluble, and mysterious unions 
made known in the sacred scriptures — each of which merits the 
most profound attention. 

1st. The union of the personalities or samenesses in the 
Eternal Godhead, is a mysterious union indeed. The doctrine of 
the Holy Trinity is a deep and infinite mystery, but not an 
unreasonable abursidity. There are in God*s heing, perfections^ 
revelations, and works, great mysteries, whilst there are no 
absurdities. There are in the nature, developments, and doings 
of the Lord, heights which the unsanctified reason of man 
never can scale. There are in the divine word, doctrines too 
heavenly in their origin, nature, and tendency, for the mis- 
directed and paraUsed powers of reason to embrace. If mysteries 
were not above the reason of man they would cease to be mys- 
teries. None can comprehend these divine truths, yet many 
are enabled to apprehend them. The mind can apprehend 
many things which its powers are too enfeebled and too Umited 
in their range to comprehend. One of the doctrines of the 
bible is the essential union of the divine personaUties in the 
holy and incomprehensible Trinity. "These three are one" in 
nature, perfection, design and interest. This is a doctrine finite 
reason never could have found out without divine revelation. 
The mind of man has vast powers, but created understanding 
cannot comprehend the least of God's designs or works, not to 
say any thing about the doctrines of the Trinity, which can only 
be known through the person and mediations of Jesus Christ. 

2nd. There is the deep and iUustrious union of two infinitely 
distinct natures in the person of the Son of Qod. In Him the 
human and the divine are for ever united, the begotten and the 
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unbegotten nature: this union does not interfere with the dis- 
tinct properties of each nature so united. The divine is not 
humanized, nor is the human deified. Jesus is God-man in one 
glorious person, the natures are distinguishable but must remain 
for ever inseparable. His natures may be distinguished although 
never divided. In the person of the Saviour there are incon- 
ceivable glories, complex beauties, and everlasting loveliness. 
In his person, finity and infinity are for ever united. ** In the 
person of his Son, God hath all his mightiest works outdone." 
In Jesus Christ, time and eternity, heaven and earth, Creator 
and creature are for ever brought into an illustrious oneness. 
By Jesus Christ all divine honors are conferred, all blessings 
are transmitted, and all manifestations of God are made. The 
complex person of Christ is God*s most resplendent temple. 
Here the majesty of the eternal God shines forth in softened 
rays through the cross. Here the eternal perfections of Jehovali 
are unveiled, and in emblazoned harmony are seen around the 
true mercy seat. Here the invisible God is seen in his visible 
image, even in Jesus, " who is the brightness of his Father's 
glory, and the express image of lus person." Here, in the unity 
of natures and in the personal majesty of the Son of the living 
God, we behold the foundation of all mediatorial triumphs* 
In him all divine glories are reflected, and by him all divine 
honors are secured. Christ in the union of his natures, in his 
incarnation, inhishumihation,and in his exaltation, is the great 
mystery of godhness. 

3rdly. There is the mystical and everlasting union of Christ 
and his people. This union to Christ is the foundation of true 
holiness, the ground of spiritual and endless triumph, and the 
source of all real happiness. The union of the redeemed to 
the Sbn of God is one of a very ancient date. It originated 
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in the divine will and is expressive of sovereign and dateless 
favor. It is rooted in the complex ^rson and headship of 
Jesns Christ. The eternal God never changes his thoughts or 
purposes. The dispensation may he varied, hut the dispensator 
is without variahleness or the shadow of a turning. This 
ancient union to the Son of God is the foundation of interest 
in the victories of the cross, and in the happiness, dtgmty^ and 
glory of a tearless world. It is a union in which one profits 
many. It is a union which is indissoluble and everlasting. 
Death is a terrible dissolver of all human unions — death rends 
asunder ''Whom love has knit, and sympathy made one.'* 
It is a union manifested by walking in the Spirit^ walking 
in the truth, and abiding vitally therein. The causes of this 
holy oneness are permanent, and the relationship by which it 
is expressed are endless-; Bom. viii, 38, 39. 

J. E. BLOOMFIELn. 



INTELLIGENCE SENT BY AN AGED MINISTER. 

Our aged and much esteemed christian brother, Mr. James 
Castleden, many years pastor of the Church of Christ at Hamp- 
stead, entered into his eternal rest early on Lord's^ay morning, 
June 4th. His end was peace. A most solemn service was 
held at his chapel on Monday afternoon 12th inst, when brother 
Dickerson, of Alie Street, read the word, and engaged in prayer; 
the brethren Bleomfield, of Menrd's-court, and (Httens, of 
Camden Town, each delivered addresses of great and most 
weighty importance ; and' brother Warn, of Hendon, closed in 
prayer. The funeral procession was then formed, and our late 
brother's remains, borne by members of the church, the pall 

£ 
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held by bis deacons, followed by many brethren in the ministry, 
and a very long train %f, no doubt, real moumers, slowly 
wended their way to the family grave in Hampstead church 
yard. In the evening, service was again held in the chapel, 
when our brother, J. A. Jones, of Jireh, preached from John 
xi, 23, 26, " Our brother shall rise again,'' &c. The funeral 
Sermon was preached by brother J. Foreman, on Lord's-day 
evening, 18th. Some account of our brother Gastleden may 
be expected in a future number. 

The following most striking Scriptural letter by brother 
Bichard Ware, pastor of the church at Potter's bar, is inserted 
at the request of several who have seen it. It will, doubtless^ 
be read with interest. 

Hbath Street, Hampstead, 

June 5th, 1854. 

Mt beab beotheb Jones, 

Providence has laid upon me the duty to inform you of the 
departure of the sp/nY of our old friend, James Gastleden. It 
evidently has been tired of its habitation for some considerable 
time. The fact is, that the old house has been out of order, 
and getting worse and worse for some years ; till, at last, it 
could hold out no longer. The tenant has left, and the tottering 
building is taken down, 

I beUeve it is the intention of the oumer to re-build it some 
day ; (indeed the plan is already made, and the order given.) 
The old materials are to be used — ^the site of the erection is to 
be changed — but the identity of the fabric is to be strictly 
preserved; yet, without its original defects and deformities. 
The understanding is, that it is to be a glorious House, eternal 
in ^e Heavens. 
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I have learned that there is, somewhere in existence, an old 
Deedy (which the good old-fashioned folks used to call an *' ever- 
lasting Covenant") that secures the possession of the new 
House, with all its appertunances and conveniences to the old 
Tenant. What James Castleden will say when he gets into it» 
I cannot teU, hut I shrewdly guess it will he something like 
this — " Worthy is the Lamh that was slain, &c." (Rev. v. 12.) 

As his friends are ignorant as to the time when the ffreat 
Master wiU require the old materials for its BE-erection, they 
propose (D.V.) removing it, for the present out of the way, 
to a convenient spot in Hampstead church-yard* on Monday 
next, the 12th inst, at three o'clock, p.m. 

The deacons of the Church request me to say, that, as you 
knew the Old Building and its Tenant, so long^ they would like 
for you to he present on the occasion. Can you, and wiU joxx^ 
be there? 

An early answer will oblige. 

Tours fraternally, 

BicHABB Waee. 



THE FORCE OF CONSCIENCE. 

lUustratrve of the arguments used in the second article in this 

number, 

A lady, about 38 years of age, elegantly dressed, entered the 

shop of Mr. , a respectable pastrycook, in a state of great 

mental excitement, and enquired if Mr. were still alive. 

On being answered in the affirmative, she, in the most earnest 
manner, begged to see him. Being engaged in superintending 
the TnftTring of some confectionery, he begged to be excused, and 
referred her to his daughter, who, he said, would wait upon her. 
The daughter immediately withdrew with her into the parlour; 
when, after sitting a few moments in silence, she burst into a» 
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flood of tears. When she became more composed, she stated, 
that upwards of twenty years since, she had been a boarder at a 
highly respectable boarding school in that neighbourhood, which 

school Mr. ^had for nearly 40 years supplied with pastry, <fec. ; 

and while there she had been in the habit of abstracting small 
articles from his tray, unknown to the person who brought it. 
She had now been married some years, was the mother of six 
children, and in the possession of every happiness this world 
could aiford ; but still the remembrance of her youthful sin had 
80 haunted her conscience, that she was never happy. Her 
husband, perceiving her imhappiness, had, after many fruitless 
endeavours, at last got possession of the cause, when he advised 

her, for the easement of her conscience, to see if Mr. were 

alive, and to make him or his family a recompense : and as she 
was going to leave London on the following day, perhaps for 

ever, she had then come for that purpose. Mr. , on being 

informed of the object of her visit, told her not to make herself 
any longer unhappy, as she was not the only young lady who 
had acted in that manner. After begging his forgiveness, which 
he most readily granted, she insisted on his acceptance of a sum 
of money, which she said she believed was about the value of 
the articles she had stolen ; and, after remaining about an hour, 
she departed, evidently much happier* 



THE PABEIGIDE AND HEB HUSBAND. 

A PBESON whose name was Wincze, originally of Nuremberg, 
removed to Augsburgh, where he became a lawyer. In this city 
he became intimate with the family of M. Glegg, to whose 
daughter he paid his addresses; but the old gentleman not 
sanctioning his visits, he met the daughter privately, seduced 
her, and persuaded her, in order to remove the only obstacle to 
their union, to administer poison to her father. The horrid plan 
succeeded. No suspicions were entertained ; and the union put 
him in possession of the old man's wealth. During a period of 
twenty-one years they lived externally happy, but, in secret, a 
prey to the greatest remorse. At length, unable to endure any 
longer the weight of guilt, the wife made confession of the par- 
ticulars of the atrocious crime which she had been prevailed on 
to commit. The husband was apprehended, and both of them 
executed. 
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THE JEWELLER AND HIS SEBYANT. 

A JEWELLER, a man of good character, and considerable 
wealth, having occasion, in the way of business, to travel some 
distance from his abode, took along with him a servant : he had 
with him some of his best jewels, and a large sum of money, to 
which his servant was likewise privy. The master having 
occasion to dismount on the road, the servant watched his oppor- 
tunity, took a pistol from his master's saddle, and shot him 
dead on the spot ; then rifting him of his jewels and money, and 
hanging a large stone to his neck, he threw him into the nearest 
canal. With his booty he made off to a distant part of the 
country, where he had reason to believe that neither he nor his 
master were known. There he began to trade, in a very low 
way at first, that his obscurity might screen him from observa- 
tion, and in the course of many years seemed to rise up, by the 
natural progress of business, into wealth and consideration ; so 
that his good fortune appeared at once the effect of industry and 
the reward of virtue. Of these he counterfeited the appearance 
so well, that he grew into great credit, married into a good 
family, and by laying out his hidden stores discreetly, as he saw 
occasion, and joining to all an universal affability, he was at 
length admitted to a share of the government of the town, and 
rose from one post to another, till at last he was chosen chief 
magistrate. In this office he maintained a fair character, and 
continued to fill it with no small applause, both as governor and 
judge ; till one day, as he sat on the bench with some of his 
brethren, a criminal was brought before him, who was accused 
of murdering his master. 

The evidence came out full, the jury brought in their verdict 
that the prisoner was guilty, and the whole assembly awaited 
the sentence of the president of the court (which happened to 
be himself) in great suspense. Meanwhile he appeared to be in 
unusual disorder and agitation of mind; his colour changed 
often ; and at lei^h he arose from his seat, and coming down 
&om the bench, placed himself just by the unfortunate man at 
the bar, to the no small astonishment of all present. ^' You see 
before you," said he, addressing himself to those who had sat on 
the bench with him, ^^ a striking instance of the just awards of 
heaven, for this day, after thirty years' concealment, presents to 
you a greater crimhial than the man just now found guilty.'* 
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He then made an ample confession of his heinous offence, with 
all its peculiar aggravations. ''Nor can I," continued he, ''feel 
any relief from the agonies of an awakened consdenoe, but by 
requiring that justice be forthwith done against me in the most 
solemn and public manner," We may easily imagine the amaze- 
ment of ally especially his fellow-judges. They accordingly 
proceeded upon his confession to pass sentence upon him, and he 
died with all the symptons of a penitent mind." 



A tradesman at Whitehall has recently received a letter £ram 
Cincinnati, enclosing two sovereigns as a compensation for th^ 
damage which some 30 years ago the writer had done by hurling 
a stone at his window. 



THE PRESENT TRANSLATION OF THE BIBLE. 

In the year 1611, the present translation of the Bible was 
published with the following title : — The Holy Bibles conteynrng 
the Old Testament and the New, newly translated out of ths 
OriginaU Tongues^ and with the former Translations diligent^ 
compared and revised by his Majesties spedall Commandement. 

Imprinted at London, by Robert Barker, Printer to the Eixig'^ 
most excellent Majestie. 1611. Folio. 

Nothing can be more striking than the care which was taken 
by our learned ancestors to insure the accuracy of the translatioR 
of the Bible, now in common use, at its last revision in the 
reign of James 1. It seems that at the conference held at 
Hampton Court, in January, 1603, before that monarchy 
between the Episcopalians and Puritans, Dr. John Reynolds^ 
the speaker of the Puritans, requested of His Majesty that 9 
new translation of the bible might be made, alleging that those 
which had been allowed during former reigns were incorrect* 
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To which motion, says Dr. William Barlow, Dean of Chester, 
one of the assemhlj, ''there was at the present no gainsaying, 
the only objections being trivial^ and old, and already in print, 
often answered, only my lord of London (Bancroft) well added, 
that if every man's humour should be followed, there would be 
no end of translating." His Majesty, however, formed the reso- 
lution of causing a new and more faithful translation to be 
made, and commissioned for that purpose fifty-four of the most 
learned men in the universities and other places. At the same 
time he required the bishops to inform themselves of all the 
learned men within their several dioceses, who had acquired 
especial skill in the Greek and Hebrew languages, and had 
taken great pains in their private studies of the scriptures, for 
the clearing up of obscurities either in the Greek or Hebrew, 
or for the correction of any mistakes in the former English 
translations, and to charge them to communicate their obser- 
vations to the persons employed, so that the intended translation 
might have the keep and furtherance of all the principal learned 
men in the kingdom. 

Before the work was bi^un, seven of the persons nominated 
for it either were dead or declined to engage in the task ; the 
remaining forty-seven were ranged under six divisions, and 
several parcels of the bible were assigned to them, according to 
the several places where they were to meet, confer, and consult 
together. Every one of the company was to translate the 
whole parcel; then they were each to compare their translations 
together ; and when any company had finished their part, they 
were to communicate it to the other companies, that nothing 
might pass without the general consent If any company, upon 
the review of the book so sent, doubted or differed upon any 
place^ they were to note the place, and send back their reasons 
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for their disagreement. If they happened to differ aboat the 
amendments, the difference was to be referred to a general 
committee, consisting of the chief persons of each company at 
the end of the week. When any passage was foond remark- 
ably obscure, letters were to be directed by authority to any 
learned persons in the land for their judgment thereon. 

The translation seems to have been begun in the spring of 
1604, and it is said to have been retarded by the death of Mr. 
Edward Lively, whose active labours had materially assisted 
the work. When the translation was fimshed, three copies were 
sent to London ; one from Cambridge, a second from Oxford, 
and a third from Westminster. Two from each company were 
then selected to review and polish the whole ; Mr. John Boyse 
and Mr. Andrew Downes, from Cambridge, with their fellow- 
labourers, met daily at Stationers' Hall, London. In nine 
months they completed their important task, and during that 
time received ^30 weekly, from the company of Stationers, 
having previously received nothing. Afterwards Dr. Bilson, 
and Dr. Miles Smith, again reviewed the whole, and prefixed 
arguments to the several books; and the latter was ordered to 
write the preface. 

The highest eulogiums have been passed upon this version by 
the most competent, and learned men of every country. 

Dr. Adam Clarke says ''those who have compared most of 
the European translations with the original, have not scrupled 
to say, that the English translation of the bible, made under 
the direction of James I^ is the most accurate and faithful of 
the whole." 
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The word eclipse signifies failure of light. There are two 
kinds of eclipses — those of the sun, and those of the moon. 
The eclipse of the sun is called a solar eclipse, and is caused hy 
the intervention of the moon ; of the moon coming between the 
earth and the sun ; this can happen only at the time of new 
moon, and when the moon is at or near one of her nodes. 

An eclipse of the moon is visible to the inhabitants of half 
the globe at the same time. Eclipses are either total or partial, 
or what is called annular. A total eclipse is when the whole 
body of either the sun or moon is in darkness. A pai-tial 
eclipse is when only a part of the sun or moon appears dark. 
An annular eclipse, is when a portion of the sun is visible quite 
round the moon as a luminous ring. Eclipses among the 
ancients, before their cause was known, were considered as 
signs of the times, and indications of divine dii^leasure. They 
are so represented even in Scripture, in Amos viu. 10. The 
Jews were warned against the superstitious notions of the 
heathen, attributing to the luminaries themselves, sense and 
intelligence, and a powerful influence over human afiairs, 
'* Thus saith the Lord ; Learn not the ways of the heathen, and 
he not dismayed at the signs of the heavens, for the heathen are 
dismayed at them. (Jer. x. 2.) 

The ecliptic conjunctions of the Sun and Moon being repre- 
sented in mythology, as a marriage ; the same imagery was 
used in scripture by David where he describes the sun as a 
bridegroom coming out of his chamber. (Psm. xix. 5.) 
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BIOGRAPHY, 

Nov. 1, 1770, died Alexander Cbtjdek, author of the weD 
known and yaluable Concordance of the Old and Niew Testa* 
merit, and many years a bookseller in London, as nmcli distin- 
;gaislied for his eccentricity as for learning. He opened his shop 
tinder the Royal Exchange, in 1 732, and it was here he composed 
his Concordance, which he dedicated to Queen Caroline, and was 
presented to Her Majesty Nov. 3, 1737, seventeen days before 
her death. He had formed great expectations from the patron- 
age of his royal mistress, and this disappointment was too much 
for him. He had shewn symptoms of insanity on a former 
occasion, and he was now reduced to such a state that his 
friends found it necessary to send him to a lunatic asylum. 
This interruption did not, however, terminate his fitersry career. 
Having made his escape from his place of confinement, he pub- 
lished a vehement remonstrance on the manner in which he had 
been treated ; and at the same time brought an action against 
Dr. Monro, and the other persons who had been concerned in 
the affair, in which, however, he was nonsuited. This new 
injustice, as he conceived it to be, gave occasion to several more 
pamphlets. After this, he found employment for some years as 
a corrector of the press — the character in which he had first 
appeared in London, and for which he was well fitted by his 
education and acquirements. Very accurate editions of the 
Greek and Latin classics appeared at this time, printed under 
his superintendence. But in the course of a few years, his ma- 
lady returned, and h& was again placed in confinement; on hi)i 
liberation &om which, he once more tried his old expedient of 
prosecuting the persons who had presumed to offer him such an 
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indignity, laying his damages on this occasion at i61 0,000. 
Being again unsuccessful, he determined as hefore to publish 
his case to the world; and accordingly brought forth his state- 
ment in four successive parts, under the title of the Advent 
tares of Alexander the Corrector — a name which Cruden now 
assumed^ not as the reader might suppose in reference to his 
occupation of inspector of proof sheets, but as expressive of his 
high character of censor general to the public morals. His 
favourite amusement, and chief auxiliary in executing the duties 
of this office, was a large sponge, which he carried constantly 
about with him in his walks through the town, for the purpose 
of obliterating all offensive inscriptions which he observed on the 
walls, especially the famous ''No. 45," the mark of the par- 
tizans of Wilkes, to whose excesses he strenuously opposed him- 
self, both in this way and by various admonitory pamphlets. 
On the publication of the second part of these adventures, he 
went to court, in the expectation of being knighted ; and soon 
after offered himself as a candidate to represent the City of 
London in Parliament. 

In the midst of these extravagances, he both brought out a 
second and greatly enlarged edition of his Concordance, and 
pursued his labours as a corrector of the press and fabricator of 
indices, with as much steadiness as if his intellect had been per- 
fectly sound, and doubtless it was so when properly exercised. 
He even managed his worldly affairs with great prudence ; and 
left behind him considerable property in bequests to his rela- 
tives. He was found dead on his knees, apparently in a 
posture of prayer* at his lodgings in Islington ; thus happily 
experiencing, as Milton finely expresses it, 
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A gentle waftmg to immortal life." 
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Conflict and activity form the two 
conspicuous features of the "reli- 
gious world" at the present time. 
The number and variety of the 
agencies put forth to correct error, 
to diffuse truth, to reform abuses, 
or to supply moral and religious 
wants, far exceed those of any pre- 
vious period. It cannot be the part 
of any professed follower of Christ 
to be indifferent to this aspect of 
our times, or apathetic in the midst 
of the movements that are taking 
place. If we cannot consistently 
take a part in many of them, it is 
ours at least to watch their progress, 
to support what is right with energy, 
expose what is wrong with courage, 
and earnestly pray for the coming 
of that kingdom with the interests 
of which our most hallowed exer- 
tions and sympathies should ever 
be associated. 

To those who feel concerned 
to know the religious condition of 
our country in general, and the 
relative strength and growth of our 
religious denominations in parti- 
cular, the lately issued Census 
Returns on Religious worship, will 
furnish abundant matter for reflec- 
tion. The so called National Church, 
so far from overtaking the increase 
of population, is itself more than 
overtfien by the Protestant dissent- 
ing bodies, in edifices, sittings, and 
especially in the point of attendance, 
and this, notwithstanding the 
advantages which power, pay, prest- 
age and patronage might be supposed 
to give it. The proportion of the 
three leading denominations, Wes- 
leyan, Independent, and Baptist, to 
each other, shew these two facts, viz., 
that the two latter united do not 



equal the former, either in chapels, 
sittings, or attendances; and that 
neither of the two former equal the 
latter in the proportion of attendants 
to the sittings provided. On this 
latter point we may subjoin the 
startling fact that the existing 
accommodation for religious wor- 
ship, provided by all parties, is 
about double in extent to the use 
made of it! 

The present session of Parlia- 
ment has been more taken up with 
debates upon ecclesiastical subjects 
than any previous one. Briefly we 
may sum up the results, for we have 
not space to narrate the proceedings 
— as follows. A measure to simpli^ 
Parliamentary Oaths, introduced by 
Government, among other reasons 
to open the House of Commons to 
members of the Jewish persuasi<m, 
has been lost even before it reached 
the Bishops. A measure of Umeer- 
sity Reform is slowly dragging its 
course through committee, and is 
becoming so weakened by opposi- 
tion as scarcely to deserve the name 
of a reform measure, except for one 
important provision, we mean the 
admission of Dissenters to tha Uni- 
versity of Oxford. This was carried 
against the Government on the 
22nd inst. by a large mtgority. Their 
fmrther admission to take degrees 
was refused, but cannot now be long 
deferred. Sir W. Clay's biU for 
the abolition of Church Rates was 
brought in by a mtgority of two to 
one, and only lost on the second 
reading, on the 21st inst, by the 
small majority of 27. This present 
defeat is of a nature to ensuroi 
future, and not distant victory. 
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Upon the subject of Education, 
the results of Parliamentary efforts, 
warrant us in expressing a convic- 
tion that neither the compulsory, 
nor the secular system will ever 
become law. Nothing but voluntary 
and religious education will be 
sanctioned by the mtyority of the 
community.The educational measure 
for Manchester and Salt'ord, and 
subsequently that for Scotland have 
been deleated. 

Again the advocates of Church 
jRefurm have been unsuccessful in 
their efforts to reform that, which, 
as an Establishment, is destined to 
complete destruction. Thus, Mr. 
Phillemore, in his well intentioned 
measure to abate the nuisahce of 
the sale of livings, and the Marquis 
of Blandford in his efforts to aug- 
ment the incomes of poor clergymen 
by paring down cathredal establish- 
ments both find themselves frus- 
trated by the cry of vested interests 
and the church in danger. A motion 
for enquiry into the Conventual 
estahlUhmenta which are so largely 
increasing in the country, has been 
opposed by government, and with- 
drawn, to the just dissatisfaction, we 
think, of the majority of the 
community. 

The meetings recently held, of the 
various religious and benevolent 
Societies, report, with few exceptions, 
an increase of receipts during the 
past year, in some cases to a very 
large amoimt, and this in spite of 
the pressure of increased taxation 
The Bible Society showed the 
largest income ever obtained, we 
believe, by any religious institution 
in one year. — ^viz. ]^ 150,000, exclu- 
sive of the proceeds of sales of the 
Scriptures. The City Mistion has 
added 30 to its staff of missionaries 
in London, and reports an increase 
of its income of more than £1000. 
•^The religious Liberation Society, 
whose claims we would press on idl 



who really wish to see religion in this 
country relieved from state patronage 
and control, has since its triennial 
conference last year, increased its 
number of supporters, and wisely 
concentrated its efforts upon the 
House of Commons, where alone 
the question remains to be settled, 
by the formation of a Parliamentary 
committee, to watch over and 
influence all ecclesiastical measures 
before the house, by which, already, 
successful results haVe been obtain- 
ed. Drs. Harris, Archer, and Foster, 
in London, and many influential 
non-conformists in the manufact- 
uring districts, have been among the 
more recent adhesions to the society. 
— The meeting, of the Baptist 
foreign Missionary Society, at 
Exeter Hall, showed an increase of 
receipts amounting to more than 
.£6000. The speeches contained 
more of practic^ information, and 
less of excited appeal than on pre- 
vious occasions. On the previous 
day, three missionaries were set 
apart for India, by an interesting 
designation service, in which, Messrs. 
Brown, Hinton, and "Winter, took 
part. The Bible TranslationSociety 
has had an unusually thin meeting 
this year, greatly owing, we fear, to 
the decline of that spirit in its sup- 
porters which influenced them at 
the commencement of its operations 
A society, founded on so righteous a 
principle, and designed for so worthy 
an object, demands the energetic 
support of the advocates of Baptist 
sentiments. — The Aged Pilgrim's 
Friend Society, continues its most 
useful course, and commends itself 
by the excellence of its object and 
the unusual economy of its manage- 
ment, to the sympaUiy of all in £dl 
denominations, who wish well to the 
" Aged pilgrim" in the ways of Zion. 
Its recent report, showed 350 pen- 
sioners on its lunds, and 45 inmates 
in its asylum. 
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Death has been very busy of late 
in removing many of the most con- 
Bpicuous men in the Independent 
denomination. Dr. Wardlaw, Dr. 
Gollyer, and William Jay, the emi- 
nent controversialist, the silver- 
tongued preacher, and the venerable 
pastor, have been successively 
taken away from the scene of their 
earthly labours, to the enjoyment 
of their heavenly rest ; all of them 
exceeding their three score years 
and ten. Dr. WardlatO'was a labori- 
ous pastor, a learned tutor, and a 
voluminous writer. His treatise on 
Christian Ethics, or Moral Philo- 
sophy on Christian Principles, is 
a valuable contribution to moral 
science. His work on national 
establishments of religion is a tri- 
umphant refutation of Dr. Chalmer's 
brilliantlecturesonthe same subject. 
In his works on the Socinian contro- 
versy, he was more successful in 
repelling error, than in building up 
a solid fabric of truth ; while in his 
defence of Infant baptism against 
McLean, and others, he appears 
more as a sophist and special pleader 
than a solid reasoner. Yet he was 
a great and good man, and as 
such will long be remembered. — 
Dr. Collyer, was a preacher from 
the age of 16 to that of 73, a period 
of 54 years at one place. At one 
time, the most fashionable preacher 
of the day, at all times, a feeble 
exponent of gospel themes, his loss 
will not be felt, we think, beyond the 
limits of his personal connections. 
William Jay, of Bath, had with- 
drawn from pubUc labour, before he 
departed this life, occupying one 
sphere of action for 62 years, his 
uniform consistency, and powerful 
simplicity, gained for him a name 
and an ii^uence, which more 
brilliant talents often fail to secure. 
An account of his life and times 
written by himself, is shortly to be 
published. We may here add, that 



Dr, Liefchild has finaby retired 
from the pastorate of Craven Ghap^ 
and, we believe, the woik of thd 
ministry altogether. 

The progress and prospects of 
Protestant Truth on the Caniinemi 
have not been lately of a veiy encour- 
aging character. Beginning with 
Prance, we find the state of the law 
to be such, that any Protestant 
place of woi^p, not sanctioned by 
state toleration, (from which Bap- 
tists are excluded,) may be at any 
moment closed by the police. A 
case of this nature has recently been 
carried out after a frrdtless appeal 
to the highest court at Paris. The 
recent alliance between the French 
Emperor and the British Crown, 
in itie carrying on of the present 
war, is likely, however, to lead to a 
relaxation of the present restrictions 
of religious liberty. In Sweden the 
imprisonment of Bible readers still 
continues, and the same kind of 
persecution is carried out in most 
of the States of Italy^ the only 
exception being Piedmont^ the 
land of the Waldenses, where Pro- 
testantism is making rapid strides. 
Throughout Qermany, the states 
which are nominally Protestant, are 
distinguished by their systematic 
persecution of those pureProtestants, 
the Baptists, who are proscribed, 
fined, and imprisoned, from Italy 
to the Baltic, and from Hamburgh 
to Kussia. In Russia, not a Bible 
in the language of the x>eople is 
allowed to circulate or a missionary 
to labour, and this too, by the man- 
date of a man, who is going to war 
to defend the christians in Turkey ! 
in which country, Protestant con- 
gregations, and Bible society agents 
are allowed the frillest liberty. 

In China,ihe contest between the» 
Imperialists and the so-caJled In- 
surgents, continues very doubtful, 
but whatever be the result, there 
will no doubt be — ^what eould never 
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have been "before— liberty and scope, 
for the circulation of the ^* Million 
New Testaments," which the religi- 
ous zeal of this countiy has supplied 
to meet the opening thus afforded 
into the heart of this vast empire. 
In China and in India, the two 
strong holds of Idolatory, idols are, 



if not abolished, losing their power 
to enslave the mind, and the lan- 
guage of scripture is thus being 
fulMed. "I wUl overturn, overturn^ 
overturn ; and it shall be no more, 
until he shall come whose right ii 
is, and I will give it him." 



REVIEW. 

Moore^s Sermons^ (fird prmted m 1722.) A New EdUien^ re- 
vised, wUh some (iccount of the Author. By J. A. Joirss. — 
London: — James Paul, 1, Chapter House Court, St. P«il's. 

It is quite refreshing to read such a volume of Sermons. It is 
full of sterling gospel truth. The preacher cared more for living 
thoughts than he did for words, the dress of thought. This 
little volume is a casket containing some imadomed jewels. 
Mr. J. A. Jones, who is now ah aged minister of the gospel, 
has done the church good service in bringing out the writings of 
some of our old divines. We sincerely hope he will be greatly 
encouraged in his good work. 

** The natural eapoMlities of Man, briefly considered^ with especial 
refer&nce to the question of h/uman a/xountabUity ; containing 
introd/uctory remarks upon ike Pu/ro-Adamic state. By Joseph 
WsiGHT. Piper, Stephenson, &; Spence, Paternoster Bow. 

The writer of this work is evidently a thinking man. The 
accuracy, or inaccuracy, of his thinkings and sympathies we hope 
to shew at some length in our next. The limited time we have 
for bringing out our first number is, it is hoped, a satisfactory 
reason why this work is only just noticed. 

** A Memoir of Mr, Jolm Ja^cques Steely late of Walton, Suffolk, 
By Mr. PtaLLiP Dickebson, Pastor of the Baptist Chiu-ch, 
Little Alie Street, London. To be had of the author, 13, 
Princes Street, Jubilee Street, Mile End. 

This is an interesting biographical sketch of a most 
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remarkable man. The subject of the memoir, was indeed, ** A 
brand plucked out of the fire." He who was a devoted slave of 
sin and the devil, to an awful degree, became, through invincible 
and sovereign grace, a hwmhUy earnest, and useful follower of 
Jesus Christ. All who knew the subject of this sketch will be 
truly grateful, we doubt not, to Mr. Diokerson, for publishing 
this little work. 

The Fidd and i^ Oa/mer, Bei/ng fhe Iwmg and dying meimorials 
of a quiet christian. Compiled from the diary correspondence^ 
o&c, of Mrs, 8, K, Bkmd, late of Chesh/imt, Herts, By her 
Husband. London, pABTRmoE &; Oaket, IPatemoster Bow. 

The book is beautifully got up. It gives an account of a 
truly godly woman, in a simple and pleasing style. It would 
be a good present to young christians. It will, no doubt, be a 
lasting blessing to many readers. To know that it has been made 
useful, would, we are quite sure, be esteemed by its author a 
great honor and reward. May God bless this effort to promote 
the Saviour's interest in the world. 

The exposition of Solomon^s Songs, By John Gill, d.d. Lon- 
don, William Hill Collingridge, Long Lane, Aldersgate St. 

Mr. Doudney has immortalised his name in the best of causeSy 
by republishing the voluminous writings of the learned Gill. 
He has laid the church of Christ imder lasting obligation by 
reprinting the works of this able divine. It is quite out of our 
power to do more than strongly recommend the friends of the 
£«deemer's cause to piurchase this invaluable volume. The book 
did not reach us before the evening of the 21st. of June ; but 
it is quite tumecessary for us to enter into the merits of Dr. 
Gill's writings. With prayerful solicitude we have often thought 
of the tremendous imdertaking of the earnest editor : and can 
only say, our heart's desire is, that his labours may be crowned 
with abimdant success. 
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** Gather up the fragments that nothing be lost.' 
" Truth is mighty, and must prevail." 

ARTICLE I. 



Justification through the imputed rigJUeousne$s of Chri^U 

There are none righteous, for all men are amners before GocL 
The gospel is to be preached in all the wdild ftip the gathering of 
sinners unto Jesus Christ, the Saviour, mlkff man is a trfins- 
gressor of the divine law, and is righteously condemned as a 
sinner before the eternal God. It is by divine illumination the 
sinner discovers his lost and ruined conditipn, and from necessity 
is induced to cry, " God be merciful unto me a sinner." It i^ 
through the infallible teaching and invincible operations of the 
Spirit of Gbd, the sinner is constrained to seek after that righteous- 
ness which alone can justify him before a heart searching (xod. 
It is by divine teaching the mind is enlightened, the judgment is 
informed, the will is subjugated, and man's a£feqtions are made 
right with God. It is by divine teaching the sinner seeks tb be 
found in Jesus, not having on his own righteousness, which is of the 
law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness 
which is of God by faith I 

The personal majesty of the Son of God gave a povoer to his 
official doings, and a fitness and glory to his righteousnfli% ia 
which the sinner is justified. The Saviour's righteousness is the 
unchanging title of the sinner's everlasting life, loid the divine 
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foundation on which his justification rests for ever. How can a 
nuin be just with God, is a solemn enquiry. It is a most serious 
question, and one of vaster moment could not be presented to our 
mind. The sacred scriptures give a most satisfactory answer to 
this all important question — " It is God that justifieth." The 
divine being justifies the ungodly who believe in Jesus, through 
the imputation of the Saviour's perfect and meritorious righteous- 
ness. Jesus is the Lord their righteousness. He is the end of 
the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. 

I. The doctrine of justification is one of momentous concern, 
and one on which numberless religionists are making most fatal 
blunders. It is dearly made known in the book of God« OTtd was 
the great doctrine of the reformation. Justification by Christ's 
imputed righteousness is the centre arch of that bridge by which 
Wf pass out of time into a blissful eternity. The knowledge of in- 
terest in this truth makes the soul to rejoice in Jesus, and to have 
no confidence in the flesh. The condemnation of self precedes the 
eiqoyment of justification in the righteousness of him who is the 
great Captain of salvation. Law discoveries precede the realization 
oC gospel remedies ; the renunciation of self-righteousness goes 
before the enjoyment of justification in the immaculate righteoua- 
Hqw of the Son of God. The sinner hears with trembling Sinai's 
Un^pest, before he rejoices in Calvary's peace. The attempt 
of the sinner to justify bim3elf in his own worse than fig-leaf right* 
aousneas is folly, madness, and sin. what depraved and undone 
creatures we are before the righteous God ! Man has destroyed 
himself; transgression is man's act ; justification is the righteous 
and gracious act of a covenant God. The justification of a sinner 
through the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ, originated in 
the. divine will, and is expressive of divine sovereignty, and 
unmerited and immutable favour. 

8.^ Thsjus^cnUion qfmnertt is a divine prerogative. Itis God 



j uB T iyi CATroy. 67 

that jostifieth. He is just, and the justifier of the tmgodly who 
believe in Jesus. He is not the justifier of sin, but of the sinner. 
He could not be the justifier of sin, for it is contrary to his nature, 
and abhorent to his infinitely pure mind. The righteous God has 
shewn his unchangeable hatred to sin in his fearful and desolating 
judgmenta upon the ungodly, and in the unexampled sufferings of 
his only begotten Son. His hatred to sin is unabatable and 
everlasting. The justification of sinners is a judicial act, by which 
they are, through the Saviour's righteousness, constituted com- 
pletely righteous before the eternal God. It is an immanent act of 
the divine will ; and in it Jehovah has regarded the unsullied 
honour of his character, and the unbending rights of his moral 
government. The righteousness of Jesus Christ which is imputed 
to the church, is commensurate with all the claims of Grod's holy 
and unrepealable law. 

3. The justification effected hy the imputation of the 8(xviour*8 
righteousness, is totally irrespective of personal tvorth or desert in 
the justified. It is of God, and is absokitely free and eternal. 
Jehovah is the author of the plan of salvation, and of the salvation 
of the plan. It is God's work, and in it he has made a devdop- 
ment of the perfections of his nature and government. Through 
this great work of the almighty God, the sinner, justified in th^ 
doinga of Christ, is chargeless and blameless before God. Nb 
one can lay anything to the charge of God's elect, for Christ 
hath died and is risen again, and is now at the right hand of God 
making intercession for his people. This truth has been and is 
opposed by the enemies of our God and his Christ. There are 
men who, under the garb of religion, are opposing with infuriated 
madness this imperishable truth. Hell may rage against this 
truth, and Satan's emissaries may oppose it with bitterness and 
scorni btU it stands unmoved and unharmed, like an everlastiiig 
rock* It is a truth invaluable to those who are led by tbe S^iadt 

F 2 
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of holmesA and power. It is a bright and beautiful star in tHe 
firmament of grace It is a doctrine every where taught in the 
sacred scriptures. It awakened the zeal and holy fire of the 
mightiest prophets. It throws a halo of glory over the poetic and 
inspired effusions of the psalmist. It filled the apostles with 
heavenly zeal and unconquerable courage in their masters 
work. It was the life, strength, and glori/ of the reformation : 
and with this doctrine many of the best puritan writers have 
enriched and adorned their able writings. The sceptic says, how 
can a righteousness which is not ours justify us before God. This 
objection is weak and futile ; for the righteousness of Jesus is the 
property of those he represents, as the payment of the surety is 
payment of the principal in the eye of the law. The church has 
a matrimonial and indissoluble union to Jesus Christ. His 
righteousness is imputed to the church, and all her sin was laid 
upon him. He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of him- 
self. ^^On him was laid the iniquity of us all" He was 
manifested to take away our sin, and in him there was no sin. 
He was made sin for us, though he knew no sin, that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in him. He is the Lord our 
righteousness, and no other righteousness will do before (jod, for 
what is of nature's spinniug, will be burnt up by the majesty of 
God's law. The righteousness of man is too narrow to wrap 
himself in, and it is rebellion against the God of heaven to try to 
establish it. The man who trusteth in his own righteousness is a 
fool ; he is under the curse of God's law ; but blessed is the man 
whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered ; <* Blessed 
is the man unto whom God imputeth righteousness without 
works." 

4. This ju^stification is evidential bi/ precious faith. The sinner's 
justification is founded upon oneness to, and interest in, the 
Sayioor* It is by faith that the sinner lays hold of the jostifyiiig 
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righteousness and saving trinmphs of Jesns Christ. Faith does 
not justify, but it is through belicYing we are assured of our 
justified standing in Christ Jesus. The eye never created a star 
or made a blade of grass, but without the eye we could not discover 
the star or the blade of grass. Faith does not make facts, but 
lives upon them, and draws encouragement from the doings and 
triumphs of the Son of God. It is termed justifying faith, because 
it lays hold of that righteousness by which sinners are constituted 
righteous before the eternal God. ** Therefore, being justified, 
by faith we have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ." 
*' A man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith 
of Jesus Christ ; for by the works of the law shall no flesh living be 
justified." That obedience by which sinners are justified, is 
called the righteousness of faith ; righteousness by faith ; and is 
represented as revealed to faith, consequently, it cannot be faith 
itself. Through faith we glory in that righteousness by which 
one has justified many ; and take refuge under the efficacy of the 
Saviour's sacrificial work. It is not faith itself, but the object of 
it which was accounted for righteousness. Faith works no right- 
eousness, but apprehends the everlasting righteousness which the 
Saviour has efiected. The gospel reveals this righteousness, and 
unfolds the vrisdom of the Infinite, in the work of absolute and 
eternal redemption. The gospel makes known the everflowing, in- 
flowing, and overflowing of the love of God in the eternal 
redemption of sinners by the obedience and blood of Jesus Christy 
Every step in the Saviour's mediation merits profound meditation 
and ceaseless praises, from all interested in his mighty and ever- 
lasting conquests. 

5. The justification of sinners is free. They are justified freely 
by God's grace. All covenant mercies are streams flowing from the 
unsealed fountains of Jehovah's grace. The eternal God hath 
justified his people freely, without any cause in them. It is not 
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by works of righteousness which we have donci bnt according to 

his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and 

renewing of the Holy Ghost. Justified freely by his grace through 

ihe redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 

6. Thejustificationofsinnersisforever, Whom the Lord justifies 

he justifies for ever ; they shall never come into condemnation, 

but shall hve for ever in the righteousness, likeness, glory, and 

presence of Jesus. While here, in this vale of tears, they will 

have their sufierings and sorrows, but there is no penal suffering 

for them. '^ There is, therefore, now no condemnation to them 

who are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh but after the 

spirit.'' Their afflictions are not penalties but corrections. They 

are not the inflictions of a judge, but the chastisements of a parent. 

They savour more of the paternal than of the rectoral character 

of God. Their afflictions are medicines to do them good, and not 

poisons to kill them. The justifier is an unchanging Grod : he 

never alters his thoughts or disturbs the deep purposes of his 

mind. ^' Therefore, whom he did predestinate, them he also called; 

and whom he called, them he also justified, and whom he justified, 

them he also glorified^ 

The Editob. 



ARTICLE IL 

MANUSCKIPTS BY THE LATE "JOHN STEVENS. 

^* And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins, and 

in him was no sin," 1 John Hi. .5. 

' Whatever is divinely written concerning this remarkable and 
adorable person, our Saviour, has indeed a powerful claim to the 
serious attention of all professing christians ; so important is his 
name, so all-glorious is his character, so imbounded is his power, 
and so inconceivably vast his compasedon, that we shall never think 
of him, christian friends, as highly as he merits. The heights, 
depths, the lengths^ the breadths of his love, will maintain otir 
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insolvency througli rolling ages, and for evermore. But when we 
cannot fathom the deep, we may be allowed to float on its bosom ; 
when we cannot search the bottom of the spring, we may drink of 
its waters ; when the whole is beyond our comprehension, we may 
well enjoy, with cheerful gratitude, the portion within our appro- 
priating reach. It is needful thus to regulate our thoughts, that 
the grandeur of the subject may not forbid our enquiry, and thai 
our timid minds may not be dispirited in enquiring about the 
things of an eternal world before us. True religion is the most 
inviting theme on which created intellect can be occupied; it 
reaches so far, it comprehends so much, it imparts such excellency, 
it removes such wretchedness and prepares a pleasing anticipatioii 
of felicity undisturbed, even world without end. "Who would not 
be religious? Where genuine experience is felt, it is found ever- 
more to be the overflow of that wonderful pervading character and 
person who is presented in our text. And here appear three 
thingsthatwe may notice. Intheface of the words, ^' What are they V* 
you wiU observe that there is. 1. A previous existence supposed. 
2. A subsequent manifestation. 3. And an important end designed* 
Previous existence in secret, or how was it that he became mani- 
fested? A subsequent manifestation, or how is it that he has ever 
become known? An important end therein, that is the removal of 
the sins of his people ; and he has still that great work in hand, 
in the appHcatory branches of his divine government. Shall we 
then attempt to make a remark or two on these leading thoughts? 
^' You,*' says he, ^^ you must know this that he was manifested.'^ 
when I hear the expression, I am constrained to suppose a foregoing 
existence of some kind or other, and that we must, therefore, call 
it a previous existence. And is not this what I have parti/ 
observed in my remarks this morning on the first ch^ter of the 
gospel of John. ^' In the beginning was the word, and the wovd 
was with Grod, and the word was God." Who was the word, 
John? The word was God. The same was in the beginning with 
God. You would not like to predicate, perhaps, if you thought 
closely, you would not like to predicate the beginning of a divine 
being in the abstract ; you would not say of a divine being that he. 
was, unless you added connectedly he who is, who was, and is ta 
come ; but if self-existence be in your thoughts, you do not say ii 
was. And where is it said of God that he was, but in such cosr 
nexion as has already been remarked. 

This wonderful character here presented to our notice, who wm* 
manifested, was a person of some peculiar diftioctiona in hi& V«Kfist% 
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^relations, and connection ; or why should He be thus specified t 
"Why should he be emphatically noticed in holy writ ? Can yon 
tell me ? There is no such notification of the Father, or of the 
Holy Ghost, that I recollect ; but there is a peculiarity of expression 
al>but this person which leads me to that offensive conclusion, that 
he was a distinct person, and that his distinction was older than 
creation, older than our world, for he was at the foundation of it. 
Who was ? He who is the ima^^o of the invisible God. Why? For by 
him, in his complex character, God-man, were all things made, and 
without him, in his complex character, was not anything made 
that was made. As in his complex character the sick were healed, 
the lepers were cleansed, the dead were raised, the noisy waves 
Vrere hushed into quietude, devils retired at his command, the very 
earth shook on his dying day, and heaven veiled its brightness, in 
confession of the person that was wrapt in sorrows and death. 
This is the same person for whom all things were made. The 
design of infinite wisdom was a making the glory of the Son of 
t^od the main object of all his works, a making the glory of the 
Son of God, as the Son of God ; the great point in whom all shall 
centre, and by whom heaven's bliss shall be opened widely, conveyed 
intelligently, enjoyed gratefully, and be the glory and the joy of 
the church of Grod for ever. I wonder that men rush upon abstract 
essence, and think themselves adapted to such a mode of intercourse; 
the scriptures bring to our notice this person as peculiarly the 
subject of manifestation. '^I am determined to know nothing 
among you," says the apostle, "but Jesus Christ, and him cruci- 
fied." When did he say he was determined to know nothing in 
his preaching but the Father or the Holy Ghost ? Considering 
him the wonderful, the masterpiece of sovereign wisdom, love, and 
grace ; as the great obtainer of all the happiness that flows from 
the ocean of infinite goodness and grace, there was reason for a 
revelation of this high character, which creation could never 
explain, and which hiunan reason could never infer. The union 
of eternity and time, cause and effect. Creator and creature, in one 
^ent, is so vast an event, that it swallows up our thoughts in 
musing, and seems to bar every expectation of comprehending H 
to all eternity. I am pleased with the thought, it is not necessary. 
The hiunble believer that flies to the Saviour, and shelters under 
the merit of a crucified Bedeemer, knows enough to carry him to 
heaven ; and what he does not know now, he will be taught bye 
tod bye. Nevertheless, we may well enquire, for we shall never 
get too wiae» The idea is the asnxe «a ijom W^^ in. Ptor. ywL 
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^ we look at the language, we are constramed to conceive it 
conveys mucli of the idea that John gives us, in the first chapter. 
The language is peculiarly sublime (I do not trouble you often in 
this way). That the divine person possessed wisdom, how insig- 
nificant who would suppose the contrary. To say that the attribute 
of wisdom was brought forth, is just nothing at all. To say the 
decree was brought forth is not the idea. But an agent who is my 
consociate, my neighbour, my near one, my equal, my companion, 
who holds the full glory of my cha/rctcter^ and wears a relative glory 
beneath me. In looking, then, at the previous existence, he was 
€k)d-man before he took flesh; and, therefore, that previous 
existence brings to us the manifestation which is here spoken of. 
" The Lord whom ye seek shall suddenly come to his temple." It 
is remarkable that in the original it is not Jehovah but Adoni that 
shall come to his temple. This Lord or supporter of the religious 
system or interest was to come to his temple, which was a type of 
himself; and to appear arrayed in a peculiar fitness to reveal the 
deep designs of infimte wisdom and grace, in his person, character, 
and among his people. He that comes to his temple is called the 
angel of the covenant, or messenger. It is the same term, and of 
the same meaning. How so ? When Christ was to come to hifl 
temple, grace and truth were to be brought by him, and he was to 
open more clearly than it ever had been opened before, the mercy 
of the infinite Grod, to unveil the treasures of the eternal counsel, 
to bring down to men's knowledge the contract into which he 
entered, as the head and representative of the church, as the 
husband of his wandering spouse, as the responsible surety of hifl 
lapsed people ; in all of which relative capacities he was to act, to 
expiate the faults of his people, and to present them at last to the 
Father: the ama?ring recovery of his people, in which he was to be 
honoured and celebrated for ever and ever. Here we see the 
deliverer wears the nature of the delivered ; and from the early 
days of Adam's house, he was still the Lord Jesus, though he had 
not clothed himself in a fleshly vehicle ; that fleshly vehicle was 
necessary to his humiliation engagements, but not to his heavenly 
interpositions. To the Jews our Lord says, ^^Te are from beneath, 
I am from above ; ye are of this world, I am not of this world : I 
proceeded forth and came from the Father, from God." And again, 
^' I leave the world, and go wito the Father. I came not to do 
my own will, but the will of bim that sent me." Weigh the lan- 
guage deliberately, treat it fairly, do justice to yourself. But here 
IB the character the Saviour aoknowledgaft* ^^ kx^^ ^ ^bsh»\3^ 
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suTprised/' he says, ^' if I should ascend up where I was before." 
I have hinted at the glory of Jesus Christ as God-man, prior to his 
incarnation, and this I call his previous state of being ; and this is 
that in which he was pleased to appear and manifest himself to the 
ancients, to Jacob at Penuel, to Moses in the burning bush, and 
at Mount Horeb in the giving of the commandments, in the 
writing of the law, and giving it into his hand ; a medium seems 
to be more expressively answerable to the representations. This is 
he, therefore, that wrestled with the Hebrew shepherd; whom 
Hosea calls Jehovah of hosts, whom Jacob called the man. This 
is the same character that appeared to Joshua, who, covered with 
fear, in no small trepidation enquired, ''Art thou for us or for 
our enemies?" "Nay," he says, "not for your enemies, but as 
the Captain of the Lord's hosts am I come." That is as prince ; 
"I am prince of the tribes, Joshua, of which you are the general." 
Soon you hear a similar command to that, given to Moses at the 
burning bush, " Put thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place 
whereon thou standest is holy ground." Who was this? The 
prince of the tribes of Israel. That very prince who hung between 
two thieves on the cross, with an inscription over his head perfiectly 
true, " This is the King of the Jews." I cannot read Genesis zxxii. 
and Joshua v. without coming to this conclusion. Admitting, 
therefore, the probability, to say no more, of this previous 
existence, this would require that he should be manifested. Let 
us go, then, into the principle of manifestation; a personal 
existence and a subsequent manifestation. This world was made 
for the purposes of manifesting and disclosing the perfections of 
its Author, for the purpose of putting publicity and glory on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, that he should manif^ fortl; the divine 
character. The pleasure taken by Jehovah in the constitution of 
his person surpasses all we could imagine. He has once or twice 
said, I am delighted ! " Behold my servant, who9i I have chosen ; 
mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth." " This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased;" I am well pleased in what he 
has said and done. This is he whom the Liord delighteth to 
honour, the man Jesus, and that because the glory was to be put 
upon him in th^t denomination, and the sovereignty was to be 
seen in taking up the creature nature into union with him, because 
the riches of God's goodness towards men should begin in him, 
who was to be the root of the interest of the church, the repre- 
senting head of all God's chosen people, the procurer of tiieir 
i^g^bts^ the holder of their treasures, and the glorious leader of 
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their tribes, until they should come under him as the true Joshua, 
into the regions of everlasting immortality. The very appearances 
of our Saviour in the olden time, though tending to create expec- 
tation, went little way towards disclosing his character as the 
Saviour of men. What the impressions were that were felt, it 
were impossible for us to declare ; though they had the general 
impression that God visited them, that this God was the man, 
and this man was the God, the angel Jehovah. They had that 
general idea which the scriptures have summed up in God manifest 
in the flesh ; in this was a discovery made of another world, and 
a prelude of his appearing more clearly, and these very 
appearances were harbingers of that appearance, when mani- 
fest in the flesh, he recovered the church by shedding of his 
most precious blood. How wonderful that the heavens should 
have set man so high when man was on earth, worms here below. 
We then observe that this manifestation was subsequent to 
existence, and intended to make it known. On this I cannot 
particularly dwell, but it appears in his becoming incarnate, con- 
ceived and bom of a virgin in Israel, so that he became Immanuel, 
Grod with us. Who did? He that had been man with GkxU 
Was he man with God, according to yoiu: creed, before he was 
God with man ? Yes, in this manifestation sense ; and this was a 
great manifestation, '^ The word was made flesh and dwelt among 
us, and we beheld his glory, the glory of the only begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth." I know not how to appropriate 
generation to infinity, nor to attach such language to a being I 
revere; and with all the errors charged upon me as a pubHo 
speaker, I feel reluctant to predicate that of the Saviour, considered 
in his divine essence, which I would not of the Father or of tho 
Holy Ghost. I take all sonship to involve the union of God and 
man, and to be the shewing forth of (rod, and the oflJBpring of his 
sovereign grace and good pleasure, and herein was a manifestation 
of all the divine attributes. ^' In the fulness of time Grod sent 
forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law.'* Here iS| 
therefore, the church's bondsman sent into the world under federal 
engagements, appearing under federal engagements, appearing 
under the holy law of moral rectitude, taking the place of a 
substitute, a Saviour, and acting on behalf of his people. This 
mission has been replete with the grandest results and consequences, 
the manifesting of the Son of Grod was the bringing of salvation to 
us. '' To you is bom this day a Saviour, which is caUed Christ." 
We are not to ibdnky therefore, of his missioii and appearanos voitA 



76 MANUSCRIPTS BY THE LATE JOHN STEVENS. 

otur world as a common place affair ; his conception was miractilotis, 
his end was merciful, and the salvation of all the heirs of heaven 
was the end proposed in paying such a visit here, "for what the law 
could not do, in that it was weak, through the flesh, God, sending 
his Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, a sin offering, 
that sin should be truly punished, condemned sin in the flesh." 
It is wonderful that the second Adam, the Lord from heaven, 
should thus haye an occasion to come by the conduct of the 
first Adam, and that this world should be the one to bring forth 
the Son of God to act his part in a body of flesh. Here he has 
appeared, and has ransomed his church to his own primaeval 
kingdom. He is not going to bring the church to ti glory he had 
not before he came, but to a kingdom of knowledge, happiness, 
dignity, plenitude, immortality, to a kingdom of triimiph compre- 
hending the divine wonders, to be unveiled to angels and men. 
We behold his glory, and we are to behold it in ourselves bye and bye, 
because he has undertaken to fashion us to his likeness. He was 
equal with God, nevertheless he made himself of no reputation, he 
did not stand upon that pecidiar right, but he voluntarily came 
down into bonds, meanness, and suffering. What for ? That he 
might rescue his darling from the power of the dog ; that he might 
ransom his people, and make peace for their offences, at the price 
of his own blood. It is a point we are led to reflect upon ; but 
we have a very great interest about a Saviour being bom into the 
world. We naturally ask, who was his Father? where did he come 
from ? on whose behalf did he appear ? will he come again ? how 
is he connected with us now? what confidence have we in him? can 
we bear to have four thousand years of public honour conferred 
npon him beyond what others are billing to assign, that do not 
care a fig about it? Our Lord^s manifestation is a manifestation 
respecting his Sonship, his Headship, and his Mediatorship, for 
this constitutes that great wisdom of God in a mystery, even the 
hidden mystery ordained before the world unto our glory. The 
ordination of all the wonderful things of the gospel is an eternal 
thing ; the opening of the ordination, or the execution of the 
decree is an ancient thing : when I say eternal, I mean eternal as 
God, when I say ancient, I mean of imknown date, for how long 
the Messiah had been acquainted with these affairs we are not told. 
The manifestation is the disclosure of what lay in secret before the 
world was. What would you learn of his Sonship, his Headship, 
his Mediatorship in the early ages of the world ? But it was 
known to God who this wonderful person was, who walks out of 
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secrecy into yisibility in this incarnate state ; that is a child in a 
woman's arms, yet the mighty Grod, the everlasting Father, and 
the Prince of peace. Here is weakness and omnipotence, time and 
eternity, dependence and all sufficiency, everything meeting in the 
grandeur of his character, who was to be the centre in which 
every excellence should shine without a cloud, be perpetuated 
without an end, and be a source of happiness to all his people for 
ever. When grace and truth came by Christ into this world, it 
came from the owner of it ; he wrote the letter and brought it in 
his own hand. Whence came the gospel? It is the glorious 
gospel of the blessed God ; it came by Christ : he introduced it as 
the form of knowledge, interest, and relationship which he him- 
self stood in. He empowered his apostle Paul to write more 
about him than he chose to say about himself. 

In the pardon and justification of lost men there is a manifesta* 
tion of his Sonship, his Headship, and his Mediation. In his 
Sonship our nature is taken up into God, in his Headship our 
persons are represented, and through his Mediation our chains of 
captivity are knocked off. He is the uniting tie of the whole family ; 
he is the medium of all acceptance, and of all approach, and of all 
legal right to covenanted blessings, which he obtained by living, 
serving, and dying as the ground of that promissory system, in 
which the Grod of heaven promised to engage himself to his people. 
In his Sonship is the root of our sonship, in his Headship is the 
root of our meeting together in one church, and we are kept from 
flying asunder, in his Mediation our salvation is secured ; he is 
€k)d and man in one Christ. The anointed Saviour is the Son of 
God, and however many think lightly of him as man, here I have 
the neck of omion, here is the knot, here is the tie, here is the 
principle on which sovereign love acts, on which sovereign grace 
elects, on which sovereign power applies, and on which sovereign 
fellowship is perpetuated. But while I have it, I have it all in 
him, I have it all by him, and I have it all with him, and not 
anything without him. This manifestation of the Son of Grod is 
necessary, important, and continuous, and will never be forgotten,^ 
world without end. Never. What will not ? The manifestation 
of the Son of God. Never to be forgotten, because it is a 
necessary manifestation, without which redemption could not have 
been accomplished, nor the people of Grod brought home ; impor- 
tant because it is big with the glory of God, and the bliss of 
thousands ; it is that in which the helpless stranger is befriended 
ill the stonni and many are singing the song of redemption on tb^ 
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ground, without knowing muoli about the foundation of the anthem. 
The major part of our Father's house is destined to get to heaven 
more like children in their mother's arms than heroes with the 
Bword in hand : nevertheless, the men frail and mighty shall owe 
their arrival to sovereign grace, and find they enter where the 
man of God's right hand was blest, before he drest himself in flesh 
and blood. When shall I forget the glory he had with the Father 
before the world was ? When I enter that glory, there his friends 
are all to be. Controversy will be at an end. Then it will be 
found that the elder Son had the estate in hand for ages unknown, 
but has ultimately enriched all his brethren therewith. The 
important end, ''And ye know that he was manifested to take away 
our sins." O what a wonderful thing sin must be to employ the 
thoughts of the Deity, to occupy the counsels of eternity, to even 
occasion the incarnation of Grod, to awaken the observation of 
eelestial agents. What must this accursed thing be that haa 
turned angels into devils, that has set men at war with one 
another, that has misguided human frailty, depraved human 
afifections and feelings, and rendered our world an aceldema, and 
made it a state of strife, contention, misery, htmger, and woe. 
The Lord has permitted it, but, to glorify himself, has designed a 
way to take out herefrom a people to his praise. Herein it is we 
find our Saviour was manifested to take away sin ; the manifestation 
was occasioned by moral evil. I owe nothing to sin, I owe 
nothing to Satan, but I owe much to infinite wisdom, goodness, 
and grace. '' Where sin abounded, grace has much more 
abounded." And the second Adam has done more for his family 
than Adam and his satanic seducer have done against them. I 
remark, this important end of taking away sin was to be effected, 
and was effected, by his appearing once in the end of the world, to 
put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. A wonderful condescen- 
sion, he came down from heaven to do this. What I oould there 
no friend be found here? Not one. He appeared once in the 
end of the world, in the end of the Jewish age, I suppose, is the 
meaning, he appeared once, and only once, in mark of the dignity 
of his person and perfection of his work. He once offered himself, 
he died once. This expression is all along to let us know how 
much was done in a little time. He appeared, how? As he had 
not appeared before. He appeared, where ? At Bethlehem. 
How came he to appear? His Father sent him. He appeared 
among whom? Among the Jews, in the greatest abasement and 
hmoiliationy oast out from a common-place lodging, in a stable^ » 
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eompanion of brutes, men more brutish than they. I am lost in 
wonder, love, and adoration at a stoop of this description ; with it 
I have nothing to compare. Here, therefore, his being manifested 
to take away our sin was by his appearing in this world, where it 
was committed, atonement vras required to be made on the 
premises where the crime was committed. His manifestation, his 
tabernacling among men. This appearance supposes that he was 
before he appeared, that he stood behind the ceremonial law, the 
figures cast out a reflection of him as existing but not appearing. 
The Levites, their altars, and their sacrifices, all had to do with 
this great Messiah. But he stood behind the wall ; he was behind 
them, they shaded him from view, while they shewed him : they 
were shadows of good things to come ; they were not the very 
image of the things, they were shadows, and faint, very faint 
impressions were made by them. But when he came, the substance 
was come, and the shadows fled away. What became of Aaron 
and his altar, and the ceremonies of Judaism ? They were swept 
into obscurity, like the sun arising in his majesty among the stars, 
they become imseen. Pouring no censure, therefore, on that 
which was excellent at its time, but when the great head has come, 
when the substance came, when the Bedeemer appeared in our 
world, the whole of it appears comparatively moonshine. ^^ And 
ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins, and in him 
is no sin." He that takes away the sins of others must have no 
sin of his own. '^ In him is no sin," is thrown in as if to indicate 
to us how competent he was to save others. The sinlessness of the 
Saviour is an essential point in the system of Christianity ; the 
moment his character is gone our confidence is uprooted. Hd 
was holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners. Ton 
have not the pardon of your offences, no justification before Grod, 
no favour extended to you, but in a way that guards the holiness 
of God: holiness has always been maintained where heavenly 
mercy has triumphed. We may, therefore, observe, that our 
blessed Lord, in this case, was the fit, the only fit persop who had 
physical ability, moral excellence, and a freedom to dispose of 
himself; for mere divinity could not save us, mere humanity could 
not save us, you must put them both together before you can have 
a deliverer. Then you find he was crucified in weakness, but 
triumphed by the power of Gk)d. The world may scorn, infidds 
may mock and jeer, darkness may thicken on our path, enemies 
combine against our interest, but we are not ashamed of him in 
whom w* confide, ^^ Which of you," said he to his adyersaiias^ 
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" which of you confinceth me of sin ?" They brought forih faLse 
witnesses, they only swore to their own condemnation. Pilate 
acknowledges, '* I find no fault in him, nevertheless, to please the 
Jews, and to please Gsesar, I must deliver him up into your hands." 
O the misery of that man in a future day. How should I prefer 
never having been bom to wearing the character of Pontius Pilate. 
To behold the tragedy acting over again, with the Lord at the 
head of the dispensation, to witness the perfidy of Pilate all 
uncovered, and the goodness of the Saviour's character blazing 
like a clear sun in the firmament, the hearts of the people big with 
his praises, and retiring worlds confessing their Maker is there. I 
am overwhelmed with the anticipation, and pray to have fitness to 
see, and to believe, and to enjoy, and to adore. But while we 
stand on this side the grave, we cannot span his character. He 
knew no sin, he was without sin, neither was guile found in his 
mouth. " He suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust," said 
Peter. He clears the Saviour in his thorny crown, and maintained 
his spotless excellence while he was bearing the blackness of his 
brethren, and you know that he was manifested to take away our 
sins, and in him was no sin. But he that takes away the sins 
of others, he must take them upon himself, to duly bear the 
punishment, and destroy their dominion over the hearts and 
affections of those whom he redeemed. He has done it for ages 
past. He that takes away the sins of others must take them upon 
himself He that knew no sin was made a bearer of it. You 
understand me, that the imputation of guilt to the Saviour, 
exposed him to punishment due to fault ; by the guilt of sin, I 
mean the faultiness of the action. He appeared to take away the 
sin of the people, he took away the punishment of it. How can 
he take the praise of salvation, which some represent as left by 
halves? By performing a work that he leaves others to pull 
to pieces he would gain no honour. He accepted the charge 
of the people's sin as though he had committed it, though, 
in fact, he was free from all sin. It is charged for the purpose of 
its removal. Their imrighteousness was imputed to him ; he had 
imdertaken to put away their offences that they might appear 
ultimately robed in his obedience. Thus he must bear the due 
punishment, for there is no having the guilt without the punish- 
ment. Being made a curse for us, he suffered for the sins of hii 
people. The infliction was a just infliction, because it was due to 
the offences charged upon him, as the head and responsible surety 
pf hi3 people. Otherwise, what woidd become of hi9 crowA? 
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What would become of his church, and where should we see the 

harmony of the divine perfections ? Why should he die at all, if 

he did not atone for sin in doing it? The chief thing is not to be 

seen in the nails and in the spear, and in the agonies of crucifixion ; 

the main point of his grievance was the sentence of law dispensed 

in a manner the people did not see. The great sorrow was in 

those mental griefs; and this it was that made him cry aloud. 

The manifested wrath of God, fallen upon humanity, though 

joined to divinity, caused his dismal outcry. "He bore," said the 

poet, 

" He bore all incarnate God could bear, 
With strength enough, and none to spare." 

I doubt if we are warranted to say so much. There was all- 
sufficiency for the sacred work, and more than that was not wanted. 
I consider that the destruction of the power of sin was another end. 
This was to be done efficiently. In this case he acts to us as law 
breakers. He has undertaken to destroy the works of the devil ; 
the works of the devil are not substances but qualities. The 
Saviour does not destroy the being of Satan. K, therefore, 
we consider our Lord as thus acting, we may haQ his mission, his 
entrance into this world. Here we have the foundation of oilt 
liberty and freedom. Taking away sin by atonement is one idea, 
destroying the dominion of sin is another. The former applies to our 
justification, the latter to our sanctification. He has to introduce 
the prevalent influence of his atonement, not merely into heaven, 
but into the court of conscience, into the church of Grod, into the 
consciences of the people. And this he does by the instrumen- 
tality of his doctrines, by the influence of his spirit, in causing 
poor sinners to know and believe it. He produces a gospel faith, 
he takes away the love of sinning, and begets a lively hope of 
seeing him as he is, and being like him at last. Admitting this, 
you are as safe as in heaven ; not as holy. That which makes a 
sinner safe is the friendship of Grod. It is the atonement of Christ 
that saves, it is almighty grace that shields, protects. "More happy, 
but not more secure, the glorified spirits in heaven," said Toplady. 
The being of moral evil that once was has not ceased, and till then 
the great errand of the Saviour will not be completed. He has pur- 
chased his pardon, he has gained the hearts of his disciples to trust 
in his name ; they have faith in his authority over angels, devils, 
and men. To whom he gives faith in his atonement, these have 
entered upon their salvation. But the root of the mischief still 
exists ; this is reserved to be uprooted when the dissolution. taksssL 
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place between mind and matter, between soul and body; and the 
resurrection of the church is the crowning branch of the whole 
salvation, to be ultimately enjoyed in the heavenly world for ever. 
Now, christian Mends, are these principles adapted to create 
attachment? have we lowered his divine dignity to praise his 
himianity? The attempt has been made to bring to yonr recollec- 
tion afresh the splendours of Him who fills heaven with his glory, 
and his people with hope. 

My fellow-sinners, you may be astonished what aU this can 
mean. Enquire for yourselves : and if your Maker deign to shed 
light, you will find there is occasion for the whole of it. High 
thoughts of Christ, himible views of self, submission to our pro- 
vident lot, gratitude for our daily morsel, worshipping Grod in the 
spirit, rejoicing in Christ Jesus without confidence in the flesh, 
looking to die in the bosom of heavenly Mendship. These are 
things I wish to recommend to you, and wish to realize myself ; 
and this granted, we will give glory to the Grod of our salvation. 



ARTICLE III. 

My Dear Brother, 

I am afraid that the enclosed extract will be found to be too 
lengthy for your purpose, if so, you will at once throw it into your 
* waste-basket.' 

It struck me, when I first read it, as very sublime, and must 
have been very thrilling in the delivery, delivered as it was, I have 
no doubt, in tones of impassioned oratory. 

It seems to me, however, that his biographer's introductory 
remarks as to the circumstances under which it was delivered, are 
necessary to make the picture more graphic and complete. 

I am, my dear brother, 

Your's in the best bonds, 

E. JONES. 

** Christmas Evans now comes forward. He stands six feet 
high, with large expressive features, though now his face is calm 
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and quiet. There is in that rest of his whole countenance^ indi- 
cation enough of the fire that bums within. 

'* He gives out a hymn. He is observed by those immediately 
about him, to take a small phial out of his pocket, and, wetting 
the tips of his fingers, he draws them heavily over his bhnd eye. 
It is laudanum, to deaden the pain which at times suddenly 
possesses it. He reads his text with little emphasis ; it is 
(Bom. iii. 25). He commences in an unemphatic manner; 
gives Parkhurst as an authority for his interpretation of the 
original word rendered * propitiation ;' traces the idea of atone- 
ment throughout all false rehgions, up to the divine revelation to 
our first parents, the patriarchs, Moses, and the prophets. He 
becomes more clear in his enunciation ; the people can no longer 
sit down on the temporary accomodation of stools and forms 
brought into the field, (the service was conducted in the open air, 
in a dell among the mountains of Carnarvonshire, his audience 
consisting of three thousand persons). There is a party yonder 
seated on the edges of a large waggon, every one is on his legs ; 
nay, look at that lady in the carriage on the other side, leaning 
on her husband's shoulder, he still sitting, and, with outstretched 
neck, gazing, with obviously strange emotions, at the preacher. 
There, is an old clergyman, who has always preached *the gospel/ 
laughed at by the squire of the parish, and not known by the 
bishop, just on the left hand of the platform, a Httle in front of 
it ; he weeps profusely. ******* 

" Christmas Evans the while seems utterly lost in his theme — 
his eye is lit up, it is like a brilliantly flashing star — his forehead 
is expanded — 'holy daring* is spread over his countenance — and 
* holy energy' impregnates the utterances of his voice. His * face 
is language, his intonation music, and his action passion." 

" And what is it the preacher now says ? • Here you have 
it.'" 

G 2 
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"When our world fell from its first estate, it became one vast 
prison. Its walls were adamant, and unscaleable ; its gate was 
brass, and impregnable. Witbin, tbe people of Jehovah's love 
and choice, sat with all the rest of Adam's race in darkness and 
the shadow of death; without, inflexible justice guarded the 
brazen gate, brandishing the flaming sword of the eternal law. 
Mercy, as she winged her flight of love through the worlds of the 
universe, paused to mark the prison aspect of our once paradisaic 
world. Her eye affiected her heart. Her heart melted and bled, 
as the shriek of misery and the yell of despair rose upon the four 
winds of heaven. She could not pass by nor pass on. She 
descended before the gate, and requested admittance. Justice, 
waving the flaming sword in awful majesty, exclaimed, ' No one 
can enter here and live ! — and the thunder of his voice outspoke 
the wailings within.' 

" Mercy expanded her wings to renew her flight amongst the 
unfallen worlds. She re-ascended into the mid-air, but could not 
proceed ; because she could not forget the piercing cries from the 
prison. She, therefore, returned to her native throne in the 
heaven of heavens. It was * a glorious high throne from ever- 
lasting ;' and both unshaken and untarnished by the fallen fate of 
man and angels. But even there she could not forget the scene 
which she had witnessed and wept over. She sat and weighed 
the claims of all the judicial perfections of Jehovah, and of all 
the principles of eternal law ; hut although they arose upon her 
view in all their vastness, she could not forget her much-loved 
prisoners. She re-descended with a more rapid and radiant 
flight, and approached the gate of the prison-house with an 
aspect of equal solicitude and determination ; but again she was 
denied admission. She stood still — ^her emotion was visible. 
Justice ceased to brandish the sword — there was silence in heaven I 
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** * Is there admission on no terms whatever V she asked— 
•Yes,' said Justice, * but only on terms which no finite being can 
fulfil. I demand an atoning death for the eternal life of the 
church — blood divine for their ransom.' 'And I,' said Mercy, 
at once, * accept the terms.' It was asked, with amazement, *on 
what security V * Here,' said Mercy, * is my bond ; and four 
thousand years from this time, demand its payment on Calvary— 
for to redeem my chosen, I will appear in the incarnate form of 
the Son of God, and be the Lamb slain for their eternal 
redemption.' 

*'The bond was accepted without hesitation, and the gate 
opened at once. Mercy entered, leaning on the arm of Justice. 
She spoke kindly to the unhappy prisoners, and gave them some 
hints of her high undertaking on their behalf. They were 
amazed and melted by this timely and tender interference ; and, 
to confirm their hopes, Mercy, from time to time, led forth the 
' captivity captive,' — that their salvation might be the pledge and 
prelude of her eventual triumphs. 

*' Thus the gathering of the * first fruits' of eternal love, in the 
field of redemption, went on for ages ; and at last the clock of 
prophecy struck the ' fulness of the time.' Then, Mercy became 
incarnate in the person of the Son of God, who appeared in the 
form of a servant, publishing his intention and determination to 
pay the mighty bond. 

** And soon the awful day of payment arrived. Then the 
whole array of the judy^ial attributes of Jehoyah took their 
stand on Calvary, with Justice at their head, bearing the bond of 
redemption. Angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
principalities and powers, left their thrones and mansions of glory, 
bent over the battlements of heaven, gazing in mute amazement 
and breathless suspense upon the solemn scene ; — for now the 
Mediator appeared ' without the gates of Jerusalem^' cto^^noL^^ 
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with thorns and followed by the weeping disciples. As he passed 
along the awful array of the judicial perfections of the divine 
character, none of them uttered a word of encouragement — ^none 
of them glanced a look of sympathy towards him. It was ' the 
hour and power of darkness.' Above him were all the vials of 
divine wrath, and the thunders of the eternal law, ready to burst 
on his devoted head ; around him were all the * powers of dark- 
ness, 'on the tip-toe of infernal expectation, waiting for his failure. 
But none of these things moved him from the purpose or spirit of 
redemption. He took the bond from the hand of Justice, and 
moved on to the cross, ' as a lamb to the slaughter.' He resigned 
himself to that altar of ignominy. 

'^ Then Justice imsheathed the flaming sword, and marshalling 
all his terrors, went up to the altar to enforce his claims. The 
rocks rent under his tread— the sun shrank from the glance of 
his eye. He lifted his right hand to the eternal throne, and 
exclaimed in tones of thunder — ' Fires of heaven ! descend and 
consume this sacrifice.' The fires of heaven, animated with living 
spirit by the call, answered, * We come I we come ! — and when 
we have consumed that victim, we will bum the imiverse I' They 
burst, blazed, devoured, imtil the humanity of Immanuel * gave 
up the ghost,' but the moment they touched his divimfy, they 
expired. That moment Justice dropped his flaming sword at 
the foot of the cross ; and the law joined the prophets in witness- 
ing to ' the righteousness which is by faith ;' for all heard the 
dying Redeemer exclaim in triumph, * Jt is finished!' 

" The weeping church heard it, and lifting up her drooping 
head, cried, <It is finished !' The attending angels caught the 
shout of victory, and winged their flight to the eternal throne, 
singing, * It is finished I' The powers of darkness heard the 
acclamations of the universe, and hurried away from the scene in 
all the agony of disappointment and despair ; for the bond was 
paidj and eternal redemption secuied. 
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ARTICLE IV. 

" The Tree of Life:' ^Om. ii. 9 ; iiu 22—24. 

As it was the sovereign pleasure of Jehovah to form Man and 
to estabhsh him on earth, a portion thereof was set apart, and 
specially prepared for his use and service. This favoured spot 
was called Eden ; which signifies, a place enclosed, adorned and 
beautified, — a garden of pleasure and delights, and therefore des- 
cribed as the garden of the Lord, (Gen. xiii. 10.) What was the 
condition of the rest of the earth's surface, including the ground 
from whence man was taken, see (Gen. iii. 23) we are notinformed, 
though it is supposed by many, that it was as a Garden, in com- 
parison with what the whole earth has become in consequence of 
the Fall^ and the Curse connected therewith. 

It is impossible for language to express, or the mind to conceive, 
the beauty, variety, and fruitfulness of this ancient earthly garden 
of the Lord. It partook, probably, of the character not only of a 
(rarden, being weU stocked with the choicest herbs and plants and 
beautiful flowers ; but, also of an Orchard, comprising every choice 
of fruit that was attractive to the eye, and pleasant to the taste ;— 
of the Lawn and Park, where the beasts might feed and roam at 
pleasure, and the Shrubbery and Forest, with an almost infinite 
variety of trees from the lowly mustard to the stately cedar or lofty 
paJm. In Eden, doubtless, all these beauties and advantages were 
combined. Much time and immense labour have been expended, 
in the almost vain attempt to ascertain and determine on what 
precise spot on the Earth's surface this Gkurden was planted- 
There are but few localities which have not been fixed upon by one 
or other of the thousand speculators on this point : and so satis- 
factory have been the results, that some, after a diligent enquiry 
have come to the conclusion, that it was not on earth at all, but in 
the air, or in the moon, or in heaven itself : so absurd are the 
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conclusions of carnal and unenlightened reason, when it pretends 
to be wise above and beyond the Revelation of Crod. 

We are of opinion, that if Eden itself was exempted from the 
immediate operations of the curse (which is by no means likely) 
yet, the Flood which the scripture declares in the most positive 
terms to have been universal, must have so altered the surface of the 
earth as it regards the relative positions of land and water, hills 
and vaUies, &c., as to render such an enquiry very difficult, if not 
altogether unsatisfactory in its results. 

In this Garden, however, there anciently stood two trees, distin- 
tinguished from all others by the titles of the Tree ofLife^ and the 
Tree of Knowledge of Good and EviL 

The question very properly arises here ; — ^Was this distinction 
natural and necessary, or sovereign and circumstantial? and by 
our conclusions on this point, all our subsequent remarks will be 
necessarily influenced. 

In reply, therefore, we observe that we do not believe that it 
was natural or by necessity of nature that they were thus distin- 
guished. We do not believe that the fruit of the Tree of Life was 
capable in itself of continuing or prolonging life, nor that this was 
its design, otherwise, than as a means appointed in common with 
the other Trees of the garden : much less do we believe that it 
could, if eaten, have rendered man immortal in his fallen state, 
in defiance of God's absolute decree, and threat of death in con- 
nection with disobedience. On the same ground, we do not think 
that the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, was capable of 
directly communicating knowledge of any kind, or that its firuit 
was poisonous, or even injurious as considered apart from the 
divine prohibition ; in other words, we do not think it was forbidden 
because it was in itself injurious, but as an act of Divine Sovereignty ; 
and we know not why any other trees might not have answered 
precisely the same ends if it had so pleased God to use them. 
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We therefore conclude that the distinctioii was circumstantial 
and sovereign ; for, the Tree of Life, as also the Tree of Knowledge, 
was planted in the midst of the garden ; in the most excellent, 
elevated, and conspicuous position, so that it might be easily seen 
and approached ; for, before Adam sinned, he had full liberty to 
eat of every tree of the Garden, (the Tree of Life included) except 
the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. The chief pecuharity 
of these Trees was their symbolical and sacramental character 
according to the sovereign will and appointment of God. 

The uses of the Tree of Life to Adam were as follows : — 

1st. It was a means of his natural and daily support. 

2ndly. It was so called, and set apart, to remind them 
of their absolute dependence upon God for their existence ; 
that they had received their lives from Him, and that they were 
continued, not by their own power and prudence, but by his sus- 
taining and upholding hand. For, though Adam's body was 
originally immortal, it was not so by necessity of nature, or hova 
its own constitution, but by the sovereign gift and appointment of 
the Creator ; and was to be continued in the use of the appointed 
means, that is, by the eating of the fruit of the trees of the garden, 
and perhaps of the fruit of this tree in particular, which some 
think was the chief means of his support. 

3rdly. It was used symbolically as a pledge and promise of the 
continuance of his life and bliss upon condition of his continued 
obedience to tlie revealed will of Gk)d. It partook of the nature 
of a moral precept ** Do this and live," which was sealed and 
confirmed by this tree. It was continually fruitful and flourishing, 
and therefore a significant emblem of immortality and eternal life. 

Much that has been written on this subject will not bear exami- 
nation ; thus, for instance, it has been said, " That it was named 
the tree of life, not only because it was a natural means of pre- 
serving man's life, but also of freeing him from all infirmities^ 
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diseases, and deeai/ daring his abode on earth." Now it must he 
self-evident, that to suppose man Hable to infirmities, diseases, and 
decay, irrespective of the fall, is a direct contradiction in terms ; 
it could not be designed to preserve him from evils to which he 
was not Hable, except through sin, and from which it was alto- 
gether powerless to preserve him after he had sinned. 

To this it has been objected by many that it is impHed in 
Chap. iii. 22 — 24, that had he taken of the fruit of the Tree of 
Life after his fall, it would have rendered him immortal in hi» 
misery, notwithstanding the sentence ''In the day thou eatest 
thou shalt surely die," or dying, or beginning to decay, thou shalt 
sorely die. 

We think a ^careful examination will correct this mistake. Adam 
and his wife had just received their trial and sentence of condem- 
nation ; were inwardly groaning under the results of their sin and 
folly, outwardly clothed with the rough skins of beasts, and 
perhaps, as yet, more sullen than humble, and less influenced by 
penitence than remorse. 

"And the Lord God" or "The Word of the Lord God said. 
Behold I" look at him, contemplate his appearance and circum- 
stances, and see the results of his pride and ambition. 

'' The man is become," this evidently points to the consequences 
of the fall, and not to any thing that man was before it, or that 
he had now become through the grace and mercy of God ; thou^ 
some learned men have maintained both these ideas,, but as it 
appears to us without any authority from scripture. 

**As one of us, to know good and evil." That is aa one 
of the three Divine persons. The reference is evidently to 
man's vain and presumptuous expectations and desires, as 
founded on Satan's deceiving statement in verse 5. <' Gt)d 
doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes 
shaU be opened, and ye shall be as Gods, knowing good and 
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evil." If ever the wisdom and craft of the serpent was dis- 
played, it is here ; it was true in one sense, but false in another. 
Their eyes were truly opened, but it was to see their shame, folly, 
and ruin : — they did become as Gods in the Devil's sense, for we 
doubt not that he meant as the fallen angels, though he designed to 
make them believe that they would be as the Divine persons in 
Jehovah. They also now knew good as they had never known it 
before, by the loss of it ; and evil by the personal experience and 
bitterness thereof. Behold ! then how much Hke a God this pre- 
sumptuous worm appears, and see the result of his ambitious 
speculations, see him filled with shame and confusion, covered 
with a coat of skins, overwhelmed with a sense of his loss and in 
fearful expectation of future evil. This must not be considered, 
however, as expressive of contempt or scorn, but as intended to 
show him in the most striking Hght, and in the most a£fecting 
manner, his extreme folly, as well as his great wickedness, in order 
to confound his pride and to bring him to true penitence and self- 
abasement in the presence of his offended Lord. 

" And now, lest he put forth his hand and take also of the Tree 
of Life and eat and live for ever, therefore, the Lord God sent him 
forth from the garden of Eden to till the ground from whence he 
was taken." Perhaps the Devil had suggested that no danger of 
death was to be feared as there was the Tree of Life to secure them 
immortality ; this they seem to have believed, and, had they not 
been prevented, would have added to their folly and wickedness 
by eating of this tree in presumptuous defiance of the sentence 
** Thou shalt surely die." The result of now eating thereof could 
only have been bitter disappointment and greater condemnation. 

If it should be here objected that the language of irony, reproach, 
and sarcasm can scarcely be attributed to the ever blessed Gk)d ; 
we refer all such critics to the following passages : — Gen. xi. 6» 
Job xxxviii. 3. &c. xl. 10 — 14. Psalm ii. 4. Isaiah xix. 12. 
zji. 22. xlvii. 13. Jer. xxii. 23. &c. &e., ^ 
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The Tree of Life was, doubtless, a symbol of immortality to 
man, on condition of obedience ; but now man's disobedience had 
forfeited that gift, and of course all right to the fruit of the Tree of 
Life as its sign and pledge. He was, therefore, shut out of Para- 
dise, not only because by his apostacy he had become unworthy of 
the privilege of abiding there ; but, also, lest he should a second 
time presumptuously put forth his hand and take also of the Tree 
of Life, under the delusive idea that he would thereby evade the 
sentence of death that had been pronounced against him. 

This would have amounted to the prostitution of a divine insti- 
tution as well as ' to an impious defiance of a divine decree and 
sentence ; and, therefore, God both injustice and mercy prevented 
this additional folly and crime, by driving him out of Eden, and 
rendering the Tree of Life unapproachable. Moreover, in ex- 
cluding them from the garden, and the " Tree of Life" which 
was the symbol of a covenant of works (which covenant they had 
broken) God would mercifully drive them from all confidence in 
themselves, and in their own works, that they might be constrained 
to look by faith to Him who had been made known to them as 
the Seed of the woman that should bruise the serpent's head ; and 
that they might seek for acceptance and salvation through his 
sacrifice and mediation, of whom the blood of the beasts slain in 
sacrifice, the coats of skins they wore, and the Tree of Life itself 
were typical and representative. 

As to who or what the Cherubims were, or " the flaming sword 
which turned every way to keep the way of the Tree of Life',' we 
must confess ourselves ignorant, and therefore unable to afford our 
readers any satisfaction. We doubt not, however, that it was 
designed to teach the curse and terror connected with the broken 
law, and the impossibility of attaining to life and salvation by the 
works thereof. 



1 
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CHRIST THE TREE OF LIFE. 

That the Holy Ghost has heen pleased to employ the Tree of 
Life that stood in the midst of ancient Eden as emhlematical of 
the Son of God, will be evident from a reference to and brief expo- 
sition of Proverbs iii. 18. and Rev. ii. 7. 

We have already in the preceding Essay considered historically 
and critically the texts in Gen. ii. 9. and iii. 22 — 24. 

The phrase, the Tree of Life, is also found in Prov. xi. 30. 
xiii. 12. and xv. 4. It is also referred to in Rev. xxii. 2. 14. But 
as that chapter involves a very comprehensive subject, which is 
also confessedly and profoundly mysterious, and we could not 
particularly examine those verses without in some measure noticing 
the bearing of the chapter throughout, we shall confine our 
remarks to the two texts first mentioned. 

Solomon declares, Prov. iii. 18. *' That wisdom is a Tree of Life 
to them that lay hold upon her." That there is a direct reference 
to Christ cannot be questioned. That wisdom personifies Christ 
and that he is wisdom embodied and set forth in all its plenitude 
and perfection is certain and evident ; and to all who lay hold 
upon him by faith he is ** The Tree of Life." See also Proverbs 
viii. 22 — 31. The absolute source of wisdom is Jehovah in his 
trinity of persons. The Mediatorial source and fulness of wisdom 
is Jesus Christ ; the chief agent in its distribution is the Holy 
Ghost. In Rev. ii. 7. The Spirit saith to the churches " To him 
that overcometh wiU I give to eat of the Tree of Life which is in 
the midst of the Paradise of God." There can be no doubt about 
the application of the phrase in this text; Christ is called the Tree 
of Life because he is not only the source of all natural life, but 
also the author of all spiritual and eternal Ufe. It was hid and 
secured in him before the foundation of the world, the promise of 
it is in his name and through his righteousness and mediation, and 
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the gift of it is in his own hands. He is not only the way to it, 
and the pledge and earnest of it, hut he is eternal life itself, com- 
prehending in himself all the blessings of grace as adapted to onr 
time state and circumstances and immortal blessedness in the 
world which is to come. 

It is clearly implied in Rev. xxii. 14. that Adam's right to the 
Tree of Life was based upon his obedience — that by disobedience 
he forfeited it, but that in Christ and through his perfect obedience 
unto death, all believers have right to the Tree of Life, even eternal 
life, and whatever is associated therewith. 

The word Paradise signifies a state of future and perfect bliss, 
and is so employed in Luke xxiii. 43 ; 2 Cor. xii. 4 ; the only 
other passages where it is found. In a secondary sense it may be 
applied to the church of God on earth, and in the midst of both is 
Christ the Tree of Life, who is both personally and relatively trans- 
cendently glorious. 

We shall now endeavour to gather up the result of our investi- 
gations, by shewing in a few words that the Tree of Life was 
typical of Christ in six leading particulars. 

1. It was, we have no doubt, lofty and wide spreading, 
majestic and beautiful, perhaps without comparison. So is our 
Christ incomparably lovely, no angel or seraph can be compared 
with him, for he is ''the brightness (or emanation, or visible 
display) of his Father's glory," ^' the chiefest among ten thou- 
sand,'* yea, " He is altogether lovely." 

2. Its position was peculiar in the midst of the garden, that is 
in the most prominent and elevated spot; this may very appro- 
priately illustrate the pre-eminent position which Christ occupies 
in the purposes of God — the church of God — the word of Crod, 
and also in the universe of God. He is their all in all, and over 
all God blessed for ever and ever. 

3. Its fruit was lovely and desirable to the eye, pleasant to the 
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taste, exhUiratiDg to the spirits, as well as constant and abundant 
in the supply; but what shall we say of the infinitdy lordy, pire* 
cious, varied, and abondaiit fimits of grace and glory, hanging on 
Christ or connected with his person, righteousness, and mediation, 
which true believers pluck and eat by faith, and ever find to be 
«oul-refre8hing, invigorating, comforting and satisfying, adapted to 
all their cases and circumstances in this world, and furnishing a 
rich repast to all eternity. 

4. Its branches and leaves were probably fragrant and 
evergreen, and its shade refreshing and delightful. Thus the name 
and work of Christ is as ointment poured forth. His gospel and 
all the means of grace associated therewith are even eternally fra- 
grant and extensively beneficial to the world ; to sit under his 
shade is indeed refreshing to the saint ; and his person, glory, and 
salvation are the same yesterday, to day, and for ever. 

5. It was doubtless easy of access to those who had 
right to partake thereof, and probably visible from every part of 
Eden. So Christ is accessible at all times and under all circum- 
stances to poor self condemned sinners who feel their need of him 
and earnestly desire his pleasant fruit and cooling shade. These 
trul^ and these onli/ have rigJU to the Tree of Life ; for them 
expressly has the mediatorial fulness of grace been provided : for 
them do the fruits of the Tree of Life grow : to them all the invi- 
tations of mercy are addressed, and to them all the promises of 
grace and salvation belong. 

To them is the word of this salvation sent, and thus while the 
hungry and empty are filled with good things, the rich, proud, 
and self-sufficient, are sent empty away. *<They that are whole 
need not a Physician, but they that are sick." '< I came not," said 
our Saviour^ ''to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.'* 
And from every page of his blessed word, and in all the means of 
his grace^ and ordinances of his house, he is visible to the eye of 
faith. 
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6. It WB3 the promise and pledge to Adam's immortality and 
continuance in bliss, in connection with his persevering obedience. 
We have already observed that Jesus Christ as "The Lord our 
righteousness," is not only the promise and pledge of life, but 
himself that eternal life "which was with the Father, and was ma- 
nifested to men ; in him eternal Ufe is secured to every saint, for 
he has said "Because I Hve, ye shall Hve also." 

Thus Christ is to all his members the Tree of Life and Salvation. 
Even now they set under the shadow of his truth, ordinances, and 
spirit with great delight, and the great variety and abundance of 
fruit which they gather by faith from his ever-verdant and wide- 
spreading branches is sweet to their taste, in the church, in the 
wilderness. 

But who shall describe the glory and blessedness which await 
the sons and daughters of the Lord God Almighty, when each of 
them delivered from sin, sorrow, and the curse shall be permitted 
to enter into the place, or paradise, which Christ is gone to pre- 
pare: they shall then have free access to the Tree ofLife^ and eat 
and hve for ever. 

Precious Lord Jesus, give me to sit down amongst thy saints 
under thy shadow, for surely thy fruit is sweet to my taste. 

Ilfordy Essex, J. W. 
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" Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be 
able to stand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand." (£ph. vi. 13.) 

Having your welfare at heart, you will excuse a pilgrim in 
making the following observations : — 

There is a certain character going about all parts of town and 
country, whom I have known a great many years, but I never 
knew any good of him. I never knew him to inject, or intenti- 
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onally he^ me to one good thought, word, or action, or commend 
me, if through superior agency I did one. I, therefore^ as a 
friend, recommend you to have as Utile to do with him as possible. 
He will be no credit to you, or any one else. He is no good, and 
depend upon it he will take you in if he can. If he can do 
anybody an injury, in mind, body, or estate, he is gratified. 

If there is any mischief going on, he is sure to have some hand 
in it, and even where people are disposed to be peaceful, yirtuous, 
and happy, he will do all he can to make them otherwise. Should 
any class, body, or society of people convene together for any 
lawful, commendable, and praiseworthy object, he will be sure to 
try to get in among them, to create discord, dissension, and con- 
fusion, and obviate if possible, the object of the meeting, especially 
if they meet for any religious purpose* 

As before observed, I have known him a great many years^ 
although in the earlier part of life I did not know his true 
character, principles, and ends so weU as now ; indeed, as I was 
somewhat of his cast of mind, and partook much of his spirit^ 
and followed the conduct of his adherents, I was unwilling to hear 
his character set forth in its true light ; and, therefore, I was 
blind, stone blind to his devices, and nev^ knew he intended my 
ruin, and thus I should have remained to this day, had it not been 
for a true and great light that shone round with a brilliancy, force, 
and evidence, I could not resist, which deHvered me from my 
strong enemy, and drew me out of many waters, which must have 
ended in my destruction. Since which time, I have had oppor- 
tunity of conversing with many other of my fellow kinsmen, who, 
like myself, confess that at one time, they thought better of him, 
and followed his devices, and cunningly devised fables, and now 
cannot feel themselves sufficiently thankful, for that wondrous 
illumination that beamed on their mind, that discovered the gross 

H 
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darkness they were io^ and led them to discover the true and safe 
road to happiness and renown. 

Nor are these the only people who have been thus deceived and 
undeceived ; for I find, by reading the oldest and most valuable 
book ever printed, that thousands in all ages have been thus 
delivered out of his hands, and are gone to a distant region where 
they are completely, and for ever, out of his reach, and are con- 
stantly singing to the honor and glory of a great and good King, 
who graciously delivered and set them free. Nor is there any 
fear of his ever being an inhabitant of that upper region, though 
he once was, but on account of his rebellious conduct to the 
Monarch, and his illustrious Son, whom he had brought forth, and 
set up from an ancient date unknown, he, with his base crew 
were turned out and hurled down to a deep abyss, to receive their 
just reward, and now the gates of this celestial region are for ever 
barred against him and his horrid conspirators. 

And not only does this wonderful book give an account of his 
lapse, degradation, and procedure since, but also a very singular 
description of a great and terrible battle that was fought between 
him and the illustrious Son and Prince before spoken of, who had 
left his high abode, and coming down to a lowland spot, changed 
his dress, in search of his betrothed wife whom his Father had 
given him, and whom he dearly loved, and who was daily his 
dehght, as he was his Father's delight, but whom this tyrant had 
enticed, inveigled, and carried away. He had so completely gained 
her affections, and captivated her will, that she became the veriest 
slave to his commands, and thought nothing whatever of her 
Royal Consort, nor had the least desire toward him ; in fact, she 
became his enemy and fought against him, and vowed solemnly, 
she would never submit obedience to him, nor should he reign 
over her. 

Hereupon the Prince's heart was so moved, and his bowels of 
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affection so wrought upon, that he detennined in unison with the 
will of his Father, to descend from his high abode, down to the 
very spot where the enemy reigned, to give him battle. And though 
he knew he should suffer in the battle, and the price of her release 
would be his own heart's blood, yet did he not shrink from the 
contest. The day for this tremendous and important battle having 
arrived, in that age, called, *' the fulness of time," and the set 
^me, the usurper commenced marshalling his forces by thousands, 
and girding on his full armour, gathered large armies of fiends 
from his own dark territories beneath, who he knew were his 
faithful allies, who hated the Prince, and who would fight valiantly 
for his dethronement. Beside which, he employed many natives 
of other kingdoms, offering large bounties to those who would 
perjure themselves against the Prince, as also great rewards and 
posts of honor, to any who would come forward to spout against 
him, to mock, to spit upon him, blaspheme, and ill treat him ; and 
even chief men called councils together to subome false witnesses 
to blacken his character, and set him forth in the most awful 
manner, that he might be put to an ignominious death. But be 
it remembered, that it was out of no regard to this woman, that he 
seduced her and led her away in the wilderness, and brought her 
over to his own way of thinking, wording, and acting ; but his 
intention was to have ruined her for ever, that she should never 
be a free woman, but always in bondage and slavery, and under a 
most dreadful curse ; and all this was done out of malice, envy, 
and spite to this illustrious Prince, to whom he bore immortal 
hatred. And this the Prince knew, for his knowledge of things 
universally was very comprehensive. But, notwithstanding the 
fierceness of his opposition, the violence of his more immediate 
crew, the spite of chief men, and the malice, rage, and fury of 
the multitudinous rabble that surrounded him, the Prince single- 
handed, (for there was none to help him) in the short space 

H 2 
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of three hours, did overcome and conquer this hideous tyrant, by 
breaking his head, by routing his armies, and spoiling him of his 
great principalities and infernal powers. 

Thus did this noble Prince take the prey from the mighty> and 
gained over the woman to himself as his own lawful bride, 
cleansed her from the filth she had contracted, and clothed her 
with his own royal robe. 

And after the accomplishment of this great and wonderful 
transaction, he went back to hia native kingdom, attended by his 
royal retinue, where his Father has rewarded him, giving him a 
seat at his own right hand, and investing him with power and 
great glory. Added thereto, he is preparing mansions for his 
beloved spouse, whom he has left behind for a while in the care 
of a great personage, entitled, " The Comforter," one equal with 
himself, though not a complex person ; but he has promised to 
come again and take her to himself, to behold the splendour of 
his royal kingdom, and enjoy with himself, all the privileges 
thereof to an endless date. 

The Bible is certainly the most singular, the most wonderful^ 
instructive, useful, and interesting book ever read. But this book, 
as may be expected, has the scorn and implacable hatred of this 
diabohcal tyrant, inasmuch, as it gives a true and faithful account 
of the holy, just, and good Prince who overcame him, and des* 
troyed both him and his works — He is the subject matter of it. 
And so he has done, and is still doing all he can to destroy every 
vestige of it from the face of the earth, well knowing that if he 
could extinguish this light, he would succeed far better in bis 
mischievous enterprises, because he knows also, that it gives a 
true and faithful account of his notorious transactions, as also 
what he is now doing, and what he will do in future by sufferance. 

I now go on to notice that thousands have been brought to 
want^ beggary, and disgrace, have committed the most awful 
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crimes, which has brought them to ignominy and degradation, 
through listening to his insinuations, and following the dictates of 
his evil mind. Inded, there is no empire under the canopy of 
the sky, no city, town, village, hamlet, cavern, mountain, desert, 
or vessel on the mighty ocean, but he is there more or less, at one 
time or another. Yea, he will creep into the very bosoms of 
individuals, and there lie like a snake in the grass, till he finds a 
fit opportunity to bestir himself, and infuse his baneful poison. 
A true christian cannot go up to the temple of his God to 
worship, or to the throne of grace, or a meeting for prayer and 
holy conference, but he will follow, if not there first ; not that he 
is any friend to spiritual devotion, but to oppose, divert the atten-^ 
tion, carry off the mind, chill the affection, inject unbelief and 
horrid thoughts, damp the hope, and lessen or prevent expectation* 

And let it be known, that he is so artful and subtle, that there 
is no being aware at all times of his machinations. He is ofteu 
where, and when he is least expected, least courted, and least 
wanted ; so that the best, the wisest, the oldest, and most experi<^ 
enced of men are not fully able to know his wiles, or trace his 
cloven feet. And here let it be observed, that however he may 
court, entice, allure, and tempt others, it is well for them when 
they do not court, entice, and tempt him, when they do not ask 
him into their chamber, offer him a seat, and entertain him. If 
let in, there is oft times a great deal of trouble to get rid of him, 
he is so strong, obstinate, and resolute, that it is found necessary 
to caU in omnipotent power to eject him. 

Indeed, he has met with so much success in all parts of the 
known world, that he is not at all daunted, but is ever designing, 
plotting, and striving to carry into effect fresh evil aboimnation». 
So cunniDg is he, that he can suit his temptations to all disposi- 
tions, failings, and habilities ; he is aware what bait will take best, 
knowB their we«k points, and most easily besetting sins. Summef 
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and winter, day and night, heat and cold, he is always stirring, 
roying, and seeking whom he may oppose, accnse, deceive, or 
finally devour ; and employing his emissaries here and there on his 
base errands, who like himself are not weary of evil doings ; for 
he has numerous evil spirits that are always in readiness to execute 
his base projects when and where he may dictate, and those 
projects are effected by possessing, and suggesting to the minds of 
human agents, who may perhaps be filliog high offices and posts 
of honor. He is the patron of slavery in the traffic of thousands 
of human beings. He is the great ringleader of all riots, tumults, 
and anarchy. He is the head, promoter, and supporter of all 
unlawful assembUes, usurpation, and distraction, and the abettor 
of all unjust, oppressive, and arbitrary measures. Indeed, he finds 
plenty of matter to work upon in every man's heart, for there is 
a sad portion of combustible material. To conclude, yes, and 
there is every reason to beheve he has at this very time, got his 
evil eye upon Great Britain, ' the land of bibles.' That he is 
striving to bring about civil wars, and fiery popish persecutions, 
as he has done in former times here, and in France, Germany, 
Hungary, Bohemia, Spain, Holland, and other countries. And 
this he is doing by certain agents whom some would least suspect, 
and is done under a mask and doak, an art he has often practised 
with signal success. 

This is the true character of this evil monster, and yet so weak 
and foolish are mankind, and so blind and thoughtless to their 
own best interest, that they suffer themselves to be debased, sub- 
jugated, and led captive at his will, and drawn to the chambers of 
eternal death. And now, my reader, you must have found out 
who this character is, that it is none other than Satan, alias, the 
prince of darkness, the prince of this world, the god of this 
world. Not that he made the world, or that he upholds it, but 
because he has so much to do with the evil of it, and has dominion 
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over a great number of its inhabitants, though not all, for many 
are translated from the power of darkness, into the kingdom of 
God's dear Son, the Prince of peace, who hath said '^ Now is the 
judgment of this world, now shall the prince of this world be 
cast out.'* (John xii. 31.) 

He is known as an adversary, and is represented as a roaring 
lion, and also as the serpent, because of his craftiness and subtihty, 
and his stinging, burning, killing, deadly poison. He is spoken 
of as the deceiver ; " The deceiver and the deceived are his." 
Though potent and mighty, he is not almighty. God is the 
Author of his being, though not of his wickedness, and his power 
is hmited, and this he knows to his mortification, he can only do 
it by divine sufferance. Christ has the keys of hell and death at 
his girdle. He holds his chain, and can bind him or loose him at 
his pleasure. He at times makes sad havoc now, but 0, what 
havoc he would make if Christ were to let go his chain, even his 
own church would not be safe. I once went down a yard where 
there was a large, rough, vicious dog, when he saw me he barked 
and plunged several times the full length of his chain, but it being 
too short he could not reach me. So it is often with this roaring 
lion, he makes desperate plunges at God s people, and would like 
to harm them essentially, but is not allowed, his chain is not of 
sufficient length, though he may often frighten us, and it is well 
when we are frightened, for then we endeavour to keep away from 
him, and watch and pray against him. I conclude in the words 
of Mr. Hart, 

Our dear DeHverer's love is such, 

He cannot long delay, 
Meantime, that foe can't boast of much, 

Who makes us watch and pray." 

F. Franklin. 
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ARTICLE VI. 
Reflections on Past History. 

Night had spread her sable gloom over the eastern world, and men' 
were reposing from the toils and anxieties of the past day. The busy dty 
of Jerusalem was hushed in midnight silence, and the pale silvery beams 
of the moon were shedding their softened lustre. Doubtless, the thriTuig 
merchant was dreaming of his good fortune in commercial transactions, 
whUe the poverty stricken labourer was restless from the fact of no meal 
breaking the fast of his family on the approaching mom. A few solitary 
shepherds were tending their flocks, conversing, it may have been, about the 
commotions that then unhappily pervaded the Eastern world, unconscious 
of the important news that would shortly be communicated to them, and 
of which the Almighty was about to make them the honoured bearers to 
the Jewish people. 

Thus stood that portion of the world, ! Saviour, where thou wast 
ushered into the vast arena of strife. No noble mansion was prepared to 
receive thee, but a lowly manger awaited thy infantine form. O I thou 
dear Bedeemer, reflecting on thy lowly origin, cause our thoughts 
lastingly to dwell thereon, that if ambition should raise her towering head 
within us, thy example at thy birth and throughout thy life, may cause us 
to crush the hideous suggestions that pride instils into the human mind. 

What means the sudden start of those shepherds ? why, springing from 
the posture of repose, do they gaze with astonishment towards the heavensf 
£[as nature suddenly convulsed, and turned the midnight daiimess into 
fioonday lustre ? No, the spangled firmament has but opened its portals^ 
that the welcome-recorded song of ** Peace on earth, and goodwill towards 
men," may reach the inhabitants of the eaith, and the news of the Saviour's 
birth be conveyed to an astonished world through the medium of its most 
lowly occupants. 

Angelic host! reflective mortality is lost in contemplation of that 
wondrous fact. And thou, blissful band of immortal spirits, occupiers 
of the mansions of eternal felicity, thy expansive minds must have been 
amazed at the condescension of thy sovereign Lord. 

The entry of our Savioxu* into this lower sphere, affords a vast fond of 

instructive contemplation. The care-worn , haggard countenance of the soul 

grasping after an undue shaxe of this world's wealth, would be brightened 
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by the smile of christian philanthrq^hy — ^tho complaints of the heralds of 
the everlasting gospel, regarding their too frequent limited means of 
support, would never be — ^the home of the christian poor would be rendered 
comparatively cheerM, were the birth, the life, and the death of the eternal 
Son of God thought on by the professed christian as he journeys through 
this life. But vain, and entirely lost seem the urgent appeals of the 
perplexed pastor to the people of his charge, for their aid in the support 
of the Lord's house. Staring, listlessly — drowsy, completely — deaf, almost 
entirely— weather-afraid, most dreadfully, are the mcgority of the supposed 
worshippers, as the tribute day comes round. Jesus ! Eloim I *' thou first, 
thou last, thou midst, thou without end," instil into our minds a becoming 
senseof support of thy cause, that those who minister unto us the words 
of eternal life, may not have at home the sobbing wife, the hunger-stricken 
ehild. That unfettered with unnecessary care, they may boldly and cheer- 
ftdly proclaim thy precious truth. 

The difference between true greatness and human dignity, however 
exalted, is most forcibly developed in the birth of our Saviour. He 
needed no salvos of cannon, nor heart-stirring peal of bells, nor demonstra- 
tion by the heavenly powers, to impress the minds of the people with his 
dignity — ^for wrapt in an infantine form, and nursed in the most humble 
of places, lay HE, whom nothing earthly could sufficiently extol, nor 
even the inhabitants of heaven adequately praise. 

Sweet babe ! whilst receiving the attention of tliy fond mother, and the 
adoration of the wise, thy presence on the earth has caused such conster^ 
nation throughout the regions of woe, that gnashing with envy, and foaming 
with true diabolical rage, hell's chieftain, thy deadly foe, is devising some 
taaeans, so, that if possible, the mission on which thou art sent shall be 
frustrated. 

But how shall it be accomplished ? Death, the leveller of all human 
Schemes, is called into commission, and under Satanic influence, the 
slaughter of the male babes is ordered throughout Jerusalem. Thus, 
Saviour, thy birth was distinguished by the murder of the innocents, who 
swelled the multitude of heaven's inhabitants, and the effect of thy death 
revealed by the accompaniment of the ransomed soul of one, crucified for 
'violating the laws of earthly justice. 

Without needing the learning acquired from the then established 
scholastic institutions, behold the youthful disputant, with the renowned 
doct(»rs of the law in the magnificent temple at Jerusalem* How per^ 
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plexdd ! how astonished ! how awed! must that learned body hare been, in 
hearing that law they had for years been studying, revealed to them in its 
spiritual import by a youth, a mere stripling. The most accomplished 
artist must inevitably fail in the representation of the group that surrounded 
Jesus, as, with a calm, respectful demeanour, yet speaking as one having 
authority, he faithfully expounded the Mosaic law, a correct knowledge of 
which was considered an ornament. 

Thus, Christians, do ye see that before infinite wisdom, the combined 
knowledge of a body of the most learned divines is confounded, and the 
hard study of years nullified. And yet how frequent the misgivings 
respecting the correctness of Jehovah's dealings with you, the doubts 
regarding the infinity of that wisdom, that sometimes leads you in a path 
not suitable to nature's refined palate. 

O ! my brethren ; in humble reliance on that wisdom which, though 
veiled, displayed itself in Godlike action in the youth, and is now 
emblazoned in the person of an unerring Jehovah, let us pass the time 
of our sojournment below. Taking pattern by the noble example set us, 
of unflinchingly and imceasingly disputing every inch of gospel ground 
with the modem doctors of Free- Will law, in their attack on the glorious 
doctrines set forth in the Word of God. 

" And Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of 
the devil." 0, wondrous fact, the Lord of Heaven and the chief of Hell 
once met ! Jesus seconded by omnipotence, Satan by temptation. No 
outbursts of passion were heard on that field of deadly combat. Calmly, 
yet resolutely, the Saviour met his mortal enemy, repelling, with holy 
dignity his powerful thrusts. It was no battle of an ordinary nature. For 
the lengthened period of forty days did Satan lay siege to the humanity of 
our Lord, and in no one instance did he so much as efiect a breach ! 
Severe ordeal. On its successful issue hung the fate of the world, the 
salvation of the church, and the triumph or overthrow of sin. Backed 
with crafty insinuations, did Satan ply our Lord with temptation after 
temptation, that would have caused all but a God to stagger. Though 
racked with the pangs of hunger and thirst, he refused to display his 
omnipotence by the turning of stones into bread — ^though universal 
dominion was ofiiered him for a single act of worship, he chose to tread 
the trying path of persecution, dreadful sufiering, and agonising death ! 
What humility and resignation did our Lord manifest during his temp- 
tadon. No mvLrmm escaped bis hallowed lips — ^no rebellion against the 
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decrees ot heayen displayed itself by a single expression. But the forty 
days were ended,and his humanity remaining unsullied, his divinity hurled 
back the tempter. 

Precious Redeemer, how ponderous must that load of guilt have been, 
that needed such sufferings as thine. Alone, with no voice to cheer thee 
in thy solitude, unaided by thy heavenly Father, didst thou undergo that 
which humanity recoils at. But that love which prompted thee to quit 
thy heavenly mansion, remained unabated in temptation's fiery fiimace. 
Teach us, Spirit divine, answers to Satan's suggestions, that calling to thee 
for aid, he may flee at the invoking of thy name. 

The Saviour having left the desert prepared to encounter the frowns of 
the world, the scoff of the proud Pharisees, and the unbelief of the 
human heart; and having chosen his apostles, proceeds to disseminate 
that — which is the salt of the earth, the preserver of peace, diffusing real 
happiness amongst its possessors — though ridiculed by the worldling, 
condemned by the Atheist, generally treated with scorn — BELIGION. 

The preaching of our Saviour was eminently distinguished by simplicity. 
When jeeringly interrogated respecting his doctrines, his answers, though 
plain, were such home thrusts, as at once to silence his interrogators. 
Questions were answered by questions, his exhortations and arguments 
illustrated by existing facts, in a word, no rational mind can peruse the 
history of Jesus without acknowledging that those who came to scoff left 
confounded, their very speeches condemning them. And no loop-hole 
was ever afforded his enemies to creep in, that they might fairly charge 
him either with prevarication or subterfuge. 

The limited space allotted will not permit of us dwelling minutely on 
the leading features of our Saviour's life, but we will shortly notice the 
closing scene on Calvary's summit. 

Agony now took possession of the Saviour's soul as he implored his 
Father's help in Gethsemane's garden, and the earth received the blood of 
a holy humanity. moment of suspense ! Myriads of the angelic host 
gazed in wonderment at the willing sacrifice before them, and at the 
command of Jehovah ministered unto him. But the silence that reigned, 
broken only by the moans of the holy sufferer, is now disturbed by the 
clamour of an armed host. Onward they rush, eager to sieze their prey ; 
the indignation of Deity hurled them thrice to ground. But he suffered 
them ! And with fiendish exultation the meek and lowly lamb was led to 
the bar of an earthly tribunal. 
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Everything was done by the agents of hell to render the accusation 
complete; and through false swearing and wilM misconstraction of 
his defence, Jesus stands condemned. Now, crowned with thorns, 
lacerated with the scourge, and bound like a malefactor, perceive him, 
christian, about to effect thy eternal salvation by death ! Hurried along 
by the blood-thirsty crowd, he arrives at the foot of that mount, O sinner, 
to which thou must be brought ere thou canst enter the fulness of bliss. 

But the dreadM moment has arrived. Will Jesus draw back ? Will 
his sinless nature not revolt at the appalling death he is about to undergo? 
Will he not call into requisition the legion of angels promised him by 
his Father, and hurl his enemies and the world to chaos ? Or will he 
willingly extend his arms and feet that the accursed nails may be driven 
through? Praise him, ye his redeemed, that he did the latter. 

He dies, and nature mourns one hour for each day of his interment. 
The justice of heaven is satisfied — the Mosaic law for ever fulfilled — man 
reconciled to his Maker — ^the gates of heaven unbarred— his deadly enemy 
crippled — the sting of death plucked out: and entering the chariot of 
triumph he wings his flight through myriads of celestial spirits, who tuning 
their harps afiresh, shout victory! victory! victory! While his Father 
viewing with delight his triumphant ascension, welcomes him into the 
mansions of bliss, and conducting binn to his throne, seats Inm at his right 
hand, for ever to receive the praises of his saints. 

M. Nichols. 



ARTICLE VII. 
The Water of Life. 

<' And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, pro- 
ceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.'*— Rev. xxii. 1. 

The divine authority of the Book of Revelations is solemnly 
ratified by its glorious Author who is described as, ** The root of 
the ofepring of David," descending from the family of David. 
According to the flesh he is David's son and offspring ; and in 
reference to his divine nature he is David's Lord and Boot, out 
of whom should spring that eternal kingdom, predicted by ancient 
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teen, and which is so gloriously estabhshed in Him who is our 
spiritual Da^d. 

This river of the water of life is beautifully descriptiye of the 
ineflfable love of God flowing in rich streams of grace and mercy 
through the low lands of the militant church, and flowing on- 
wards and upwards with increasing velocity to a boundless sea of 
glory in the triumphant church above. It is said to proceed out 
of the throne of God, and of the Lamb, because God in Christ is 
the origin of all life, love, and grace here, and of endless fehcity 
in glory hereafter. 

Let us indulge our meditations for a few moments on this water 
of life, relative to its 

Source, 

Use, 

Redundance, and 

Excellence* 
1st. — its Source. And from whence could it proceed? Surely 
not from creature merit, man's obedience, duty faith, or good 
works; for it is antecedent to all time, creatures, or circumstances, 
and, therefore, could not be influenced by such things. It origi- 
nated in the fulness of Godhead, proceeding from the lofty mount 
of divine perfections. Hence it is said to flow from under the 
temple, and have its rise from the Holy of Holies, the seat of 
eternal majesty, and the throne of Jehovah, " Proceeding out of 
the throne of God, and of the Lamb." God, our Father, is the 
source of all created life, the fountain of life, for ever blessed ! 
God, our Redeemer, in the councils of peace, in his incarnation, 
sufferings, and death, in his person, offices, relations, grace, and' 
righteousness, is the never failing source of eternal life to his 
redeemed millions. And God the Holy Ghost, by his divine 
communications of sanctifying influences on our souls, is equally 
the source of this river, whose translucent streams make glad the 
city of God. 
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Celestial waters ! flow on, flow wide, flow ever, continue to 
quicken, refresh, and gladden the drooping energies of Zion's 
sons and daughters, let thy floods prevail ahove the highest moun- 
tains of our corruptions, errors, and divisions. 

" So God the Father, God the Son, 

And God the Spirit we'll adore ; 
That sea of life and love unknown, 

Without a hottom or a shore." 

2nd.— zte Use, The figure employed is no mere flourish of 
rhetoric, which often evaporates into empty sound, and pompoos 
nonsense. But while it is heautifully suhlime, it is equally 
descriptive of utility and common usefulness among us^i for 
example — 

Water will extinguish fire, and when thrown on plentifully will 
quench the raging element. And this water of life will quench 
the burning fever of inbred sin, the fire of fleshly lusts, which war 
against the soul, our base passions, unruly lust and pride, the 
fiery darts of the wicked one, and his helhsh temptations. Water 
is of a healing nature; and this will heal our spiritual maladies, 
broken hearts, wounded souls, and the bruises which sin has made, 
will cleanse and sanctify irom pollution, and the filth of sin, its 
dominion and power will endue the soul with a principle of 
holiness, and so— 

" Cleanse our souls from sense and sin. 
As Christ the Lord is pure." 

Water will assuage thirst ; and the pure streams of this river 
are, " As cold water to a thirsty soul/* who, like the hunted hart, 
'pants after the cooling water-brooks, whose soul thirsts for God, 
for the living God, and when the poor foot-worn pilgrim seeks for 
water and there is none, and his tongue fails because of thirst, 
then deliverance will appear in the grace and comfort of the Holy 
Spirit, like a well of water, springing up within. " Ho, every one 
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that thirsteth come ye to the waters,'* saith Jesus. '^ If any man 
thirst, let him come unto me and drink." 

These waters have a supernatural properti/. They quicken and 
impart life whithersoever they flow ; ** Every thing shall live whither 
the river cometh." Shewing us the sacredness of gospel ordi- 
nances, and the value of spiritual blessings. See Ezek. xlvii. 9. 

Again, these waters, like a river , may he used for trading. On 
the bosom of this mighty river we hold commerce with God, and 
carry on a traffic with the port of heaven, we hoist the sails of 
faith and gospel obedience ; and while doing business on these 
living waters, our earthen vessels are laden with precious cargo 
from the celestial shores. 

Moreover rivers divide Jcingdoms, and protect them from the 
assault of their enemies ; and it is by these waters God*s inheri- 
tance is separated and distinguished from aU others, they ^' dwell 
alone, and are not reckoned among the nations." Protected from 
the invasion of all their enemies. And, finally, as rivers flow on 
nd lose themselves in the sea, so this river of water of life will be 
perpetually flowing in copious streams of love, grace, and mercy, 
until swallowed up in the boundless ocean of eternal glory. 

3rd. — lis Redundance. There are in these living waters per- 
petuity and abundance, a world-wide spreading influence, and aU 
overcoming power. The dimensions of this river are beyond 
created imagination, whether human or angelic ; it is immense, 
boundless, bottomless, its depth unfathomable, its width immea- 
surable, its length inconceivable. Albeit, there is no danger of 
being lost or drowned therein. It has been wisely observed, 
** Here are shallows where lambs may wade, and depths where 
elephants may swim ;" and we know that, " Wayfaring men, 
though fools, shall not err therein." The waters of the sanctuary 
were remarkable for their redundancy and progressive movements. 
First they were to the ancles, but a few inches deep, to denote 
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those plain gospel tniths which the weakest habe in thehonsehold 
of faith can receive and embrace, the first principles of religion, 
and sincere milk of the word. Afterwards we find the waters 
reached to the knees, and on the third measurement they so 
increased as to reach the loins; teaching us the progress and 
growth of divine knowledge in the mysteries of truth, the sublimity 
of the divine decrees and sovereign purposes, founded in the 
everlasting covenant of grace. After they were measured a fourth 
time, the prophet says, " It was a river that I could not pass over 
for the waters were rijsen, waters to swim in, a river that could 
not be passed over.'* This may indicate the vast deeps, and pro- 
found mysteries there are in divine revelations ; to the nature and 
mode of existence of the ever blessed God, in his trinity of persons 
— the ineffable union of divinity and humanity in the person of 
the Son of God, in the wonders of redemption, regeneration, and 
the resurrection of the body. These are some of the mysteries 
that human sagacity or mighty intellect can never penetrate. See 
Rom. xi. 33. But — 

** Where reason fails with all her powers, 
There faith prevails, and love adores." 

4th. — Its Excellence, Look at its sovereignty, ** Every 
thing that liveth, whithersoever the rivers shall come, shall live.'' 
*^ But the miry places thereof, and the marshy places thereof shall 
not be healed, they shall be given to salt.'' Ezek. xlvu. 9, 10, 1 1. 
How clearly this shews the distinguishing character of divine 
grace, flowing independently and sovereignly, according to the 
good pleasure of his will, who hath said, " I will have mercy on 
whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I 
will have compassion." All are lost in Adam, for mercy supposes 
misery, and where the Lord finds all in misery, if he is pleased to 
shew mercy to some and not to others,no one can accuse him of 
iiyustiee, for he is not indebted to any of his creatures, as all aie 
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by nature, children of wrath, and the safest verdict we can find is, 
**Even so, Father, for so it seemeth good in thy sight." 

Observe also its freeness. The waters of redemption flow on 
freely, independent of the unworthiness, the poverty or vileness of 
the creature, for every one that thirsteth, and whosoever will are 
invited to take the water of life freely, " If any man thirst, let him 
come unto me and drink." " He that cometh unto me, I will in 
nowise cast out." ''Blessed are they that hunger and thirst 
after righteousness, for they shall he filled," and shall be beautified 
with salvation. 

How seasonable and suitable. " When the poor and needy seek 
water, and there is none, their tongue faileth for thirst, I, the Lord, 
win open rivers in high places, (this is supernatural, but wonders 
of grace to God belong) and fountains in the midst of the valleys ; 
I will make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land 
springs of water." Can any thing be more timely or better fitted 
to our desperate condition ? The blind see, the deaf hear, the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the poor are enriched, beggars 
ennobled, prisoners set free, and the lawful captive delivered. 
Such is the excellency and suitability of this water of life, flowing 
freely in streams of salvation that never run dry. 

But there is yet one feature of excellence in these waters to be 
noticed, their perpetuity, It is called, " The river of the water of 
lifei^ not only life giving, and life sustaining, but ever living, ever 
flowing, overflowing, they can never dry up. '*A fountain of 
goodness, a well of hving waters, and streams from Lebanon." 
Blessed are the people who are in such a land, who have tasted 
that the Lord is gracious, and have drunk of these waters, for thus 
saith the Lord, '' Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall 
give him shall never thirst, but the water that I shall give him 
shall be in him a well of water, springing up into everlasting life." 
HaUelajah ! 

1 
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" See the spring of living waters 

Springing from eternal love ; 
Well supply thy sons and daughters^ 

And all fear of want remove. 
Who can faint while such a river 

Ever flows their thirst t' assuage? 
Grace, which hke the Lord the giver. 

Never fails from age to age. 

Maidstone. CORNELIUS SLIM. 



The City of the Blessed, 



The city of the blessed is above, 

Where flows life's riyer fall of peace and love ; 

Whose ocean fulness satiates the blest, 

There saints in glory bathe and find eternal rest. 

No dark*ning clouds o'erspread this world of light; 

But one eternal day without a night ; 

The exalted Son of God, heaven's central sun, 

Fills heaven with lust'roas light, while ages ceaseless mik 

There stands the Tree of Life whose verdant leaves, 
Healing to all the blood bought nations gives ; 
It yields its fruit each month, and saints above. 
Beneath its shade recline, and sing redeeming love. 

No blighting sin, no with*ring curse is there, 
No tears of sorrow flow, no cank'ring care; 
Life's woes are ended when they reach that shore. 
They triumph over death, and Uve to die no more. 

The streets are gold, transparent, pure, and bright ; 

The jasper walls reflect a flood of light ; 

The gates are pearls, and ever open stand. 

There angels welcome home the blood redeemed band. 

Pure holiness is heaven's atmosphere. 

Nor aught that can defile can enter there ; 

A holy, happy, blissful glorious place; 

Where saints behold with joy their Saviour fkce to &oe. 

No temple's there, but Christ and Christ alone 

The temple is, and seated on his throne. 

Receives the worship of the blood bought host 

Before his throne they bow in sacred wonder lost. R. N. 
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ARTICLE VIIL 

Uncovering the Feet. 

The nations of the West uncover the head in token of reverence, 
civility, or respect; the nations of the East express the same 
sentiments by uncovering their feet. This is one of the most 
singular, of not merely the difference, but the contrarieties which 
exists between the usages of the Eastern and Western nations ; 
and it is one for which it most difficult to account. The difficulty 
is, however, not so much in accounting for the facts separately 
taken, as for the contrariety between them ; for uncovering the 
feet is not in itself a stranger practice than uncovering the head, 
although to us the latter act seems less strange than the other, 
from being more familiar ; and to an Oriental our own practice 
of removing the hat, is even more strange than their shoes is to us. 

It has been urged that the Eastern practice in this respect, is 
accounted for by the difficulty and trouble the Oriental would find 
in continually deranging the numerous and complicated folds of 
the turban, which he finds requisite to protect his head from the sun's 
heat, while to throw oflF the slippers which he wears down at the 
heels, or rather without heels, is a comparatively easy matter. 
Then on the other hand, the European can easily take off his loose 
hat or cap, whereas it would be troublesome to withdraw their 
feet from their dose-fitting boots. But it is forgotten that the 
usages create the habits of dress, and not the dress the usages. 
The Oriental folds his turban elaborately, because he has not to 
remove it; the Occidental wears a hght and moveable hat,, 
because custom exacts that it should be frequently taken off. So th^ 
Oriental wears loose slippers, because he must frequently uncover 
his feet, whereas the Occidental fixes his boots tightly, because 
custom does not exact this duty from him. 

Others have pointed to cUmate as the cause of the difference 

i2 
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But there is less in this than might at first view be supposed* 
The head and the feet will respectively accommodate themselves 
to any climate. The densely-folded turban is not universal through 
the East. Among many Eastern nations the head-covering is as 
light as our own ; and there are some, even under a tropical sun, 
in which the people go without any head-covering at all. Thi» 
was also the practice amung the ancient nations of Europe, in- 
cluding our own forefathers. And the influence of custom, in this 
respect, is shown by the fact, that at this day, the numerous boys 
belonging to Christ's Hospital, in London, go about in the severest 
weather without any covering on their heads. 

And so of the feet. It is true indeed that none of the Orientals 
go closely shod, unless upon a journey ; or, at least, they have the 
outer clothing on the feet loose, if the inner is confined. There 
is the sole exception of the soldiery in Turkey, Egypt, and Persia ; 
and, in some measure, of the civil functionaries in the two former 
countries. But this is an innovation, borrowed from Europe. And 
as they have not adopted the correlative custom of uncovering the 
head, they find themselves in a position adverse to the rules of both 
Asiatic and European etiquette ; for they uncover nether the head 
nor the feet. On the other hand, aU Europeans do not go about 
closely shod. The common people, in many parts of Europe, 
wear shoes which might be as easily cast off as the sUppers or 
shoes of the East ; and many habitually go barefoot as well in its 
ungenial as its genial cUmates ; as well in the north of Scotland 
and Ireland, as in Naples, Sicily, and Malta. 

Notwithstanding the discrepancy between these customs, there 
is a leading idea common to both. This is of uncovering, as a 
mark of respect. This is a very general, if not universal, idea. 

We have read of savage, or semi-savage nations, in which the 

people show their respect in the presence of a superior, by casting 

off' their wrappers^ so as to leave the upper part of the persoa 
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"^naked. But where dress is not of this primitiye style, the parts 
most easily uncovered are the extremities, — the head and the feet, 
— whence, we suppose, arise the customs which engage our notice. 
As the foundation of all these practices is that of uncovering 
some part of the person ; and as the choice of the part to be 
uncovered is not determined by chmate ; the only question is, 
what suggested to the Orientals the uncovering of the feet, instead 
of the head, as in the West ? For this we are unable to discover 
any better reason than this:— that in the East, men adopted 
coverings for the feet long before coverings for the head were in 
use ; and, if, therefore, they were to uncover in token of respect, 
it must be by putting off their shoes, as the head was always 
imcovered. It is true that in general, the Eastern nations now 
cover the head ; but we know that customs continue to exist long 
after the circumstances in which they originated have ceased. It 
is certain that in these nations — at least in the nations with which 
we are concerned — the feet were generally covered, and the head 
uncovered, through all the long period which the bible history 
embraces. We read in Scripture of *' shoes" or " sandals" very 
often, first in the time of Abraham, (Genesis xiv. 23,) but rarely 
of coverings for the head; and these in very rare instances, 
having a more immediate bearing to the head-coverings of kings, 
priests, and soldiers; — and the use of head-coverings, even by 
these, seems to have been occasional, rather than constant; that 
is on occasions of state, and when on actual service. This, in fact, 
is the general usage of Western Asia, as attested by the sculptured 
remains of Assyria, Persia, and Egypt, and — which is of more 
immediate importance — in the Egyptian representations of persons 
belonging to the Syrian nations, in all of which— with the class 
exceptions already indicated — the feet of the people are generally 
covered, and their heads generally bare. 

The difference of the modem European custom in this respect, 
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would by parity of reasoning suggest, that the nations which now 
remove the head-covering in token of respect, sought protection 
for their heads sooner than for their feet ; but with respect to the 
earlier usages of the nations which now lead the civilization of the 
world, but were in times really ancient still in a barbarous state, 
there is no information that enables us to determine this question. 
The earliest representations of individuals belonging to any of 
those nations, are in the figures of Gauls on Roman monuments, 
considerably posterior to the time of our Lord. Most of these 
figures wear a close shoe or low boot, not at aU suited for removal, 
being indeed fastened to the leg a little above the instep ; and 
some of them wear a kind of cap like a Phrygian bonnet,* very 
easily to be removed. All we can infer, therefore, is, that if these 
nations had in those early times any custom of uncovering in 
salutation, it could only have been by uncovering the head. 

It only remains to state, that existing usages in respect of 
uncovering the feet, are in the most exact conformity with those 
indicated in Scripture. No native Christian wiU enter his church, 
no Mohammedan his mosque, no Pagan his temple, without 
taking off his shoes or sandals. To enter without doing this, 
would be regarded as an outrageous profanation. In visiting, it 
is also usual to shp off the sandals on entering the room, leaving 
them outside the door, where they remain, or are taken inside by 
a servant, who promptly produces them when the visitor with- 
draws. Nothing could be a greater afi&ont than for one to enter 
A room with the feet undivested of (at least their outer) covering ; 
and if an European should, according to the custom of his own 
country, happen to do so, as is sometimes the case, he is regarded 
with disgust and aversion. Aware of this feeling in the natives, 
Europeans travelling in the East are often deterred from calling 
upon native gentlemen, between the unwillingness to seem rude, 
* hike '* the cap of liberty," as it is caUed. 
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and the dislike to remove feet-coYeriDgs unsuited to Bach a castom. 
Resident Europeans manage better, either by defying the custom, 
or by conforming to it. However, as an Oriental in visiting an 
European removes his shoes and not his head-dress, according 
to his own customs, he may seem to have no just cause to complain, 
if the latter, in visiting him, removes his hat rather than his boots, 
according to the custom of the West. Perhaps he might think so 
himself, were it not that his floors are covered with costly carpets, 
on which he sits, and from which he eats ; and which are, there- 
fore iU suited to 'be trodden upon by unclean boots from the 
streets. 

Joshua before Jericho, like Moses at the bush, was commanded 
to remove the sandals from his feet in the presence of the Lord. 
Joshua V. 15. 

The sandals of the ancients seem to have been removed with 
less ease than the shoes and sUppers of the modem Orientals. 
Hence they were usually unfastened by a servant ; whence the 
performance of this menial office suppHed a proverbial phrase for 
the designation of servitude, — as when John the Baptist indicates 
our Lord as one "whose shoe-latchet" (or sandal thong) "he 
was not worthy to stoop down and unloose." Mark i. 7 ; Luke 
iii. 16 ; John i. 27 ; Acts xiii. 25. 



ARTICLE IX. 
BIOGRAPHY. 

November 8th, 1674. Died, J ohn Milton, author of "Paradise 
Lost, Regained, &c. " The character of Milton," says the historian 
of the Commonwealth, " is one of those which appears to gain 
by time. To future ages it is probable he will stand forth as 
the most advantageous specimen that can be produced of the 
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English niEition. He is our poet. There is nothmg else of so 
capacious dimensioiis in the compass of our literature (if, indeed, 
there is in the literary productions of our species), that can compare 
with the Paradise Lost. He is our patriot. No man of just dis- 
cernment can read his political writings without being penetrated 
with the holy flame that animated him ; and if the world shall 
ever attain that stature of mind as for courts to find no place in 
it, he will be the patriot of the world. As an original genius, as 
a writer of lofty and expansive soul, and as a man, he rises above 
his countrymen ; and, like Saul, in the convention of the Jews, 
from his shoulders and upward he is higher than any of the 
people." 

** Fancy," says Johnson, speaking of his divine character, 
" can hardly forbear to conjecture with what temper he surveyed 
ihe silent progress of his work, and marked its reputation steaHng 
its way in a kind of subterraneous current, through fear and 
silence. I cannot but conceive him calm and confident, little 
disappointed, not at aU dejected, relying on his own merit with 
steady consciousness, and waiting, without impatience, the vicissi- 
tudes of opinion, and the impartiahty of a future generation." 

Milton has left several passages, both in his prose and poetical 
works, in which he refers to his affliction of bhndness ; but instead 
of complaining or reflecting upon the wisdom and goodness of 
Providence, they indicate the most e2calted rational piety, and 
resignation to God. 

The Hterary fate of Milton was remarkable : his genius was 
castrated alike by the monarchical and the repubUcan government. 
The royal licenser expunged several passages from Milton's history, 
in which Milton had painted the superstition, the pride, and the 
cunning of the Sason monks, which the sagacious licenser appUed 
to Charles II, and the bishops ; but Milton had before suffered as 
merciless a mutilation from his old friends the republicans ; who 
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noppressed a bold picture^ taken from life, which he had intro- 
duced into his History of the Long Parliament and Assembly of 
Divines. Milton gave the unlicensed passages to the Earl of 
Anglesea, a literary nobleman, the editor of Whitelock*s Memorials ; 
and the castrated passage, which could not be licensed in 1670, 
was received with peculiar interest when separately published in 
1681. "If there be found in an author's book one sentence of a 
venturous edge, uttered in the height of zeal, and who knows 
whether it might not be the dictate of a divine spirit, yet not suit- 
ing every low decrepit humour of their own, they will not pardon 
him their dash." The unpopularity of Milton's prose writings 
arises out of the general ignorance and misunderstanding of 
their high and incomparable quaUties, none who have ever looked 
into them can doubt. For profundity of thought, energy of 
diction, felicity of illustration, vigour of reasoning, sublimity of 
conception, and almost every variety of the most original and 
nervous eloquence, his prose compositions are distinguished from 
those of all his cotemporaries. 

Speaking of knowledge, Milton uses the following beautiful 
expressions : — ** We see in all other pleasures there is satiety, 
and after they be used, their verdure departeth, which showeth 
well they be but deceits of pleasure, and not pleasures : and that 
it was the novelty which pleased, and not the quahty : and there- 
fore we see, that voluptuous men turn friars, and ambitious princes 
turn melancholy ; but of knowledge, there is no satiety, but satis- 
faction and appetite are perpetually interchangeable." 

** If it be true that a wise man, like a good refiner, can gather 
gold out of the drossest volume, and that a fool will be a fool with 
the best book, — yea, or without a book, - there is no reason that 
we should deprive a wise man of any advantage to his wisdom^ 
while we seek to restrain from a fool, that which, being restrained, 
win be no hindrance to his folly." 
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October 28tli^ 1704. Died, John Locke, ant:hor of An Essay 
on Human Understanding, and other eminent works. A more 
happy combination of the Christian, the scholar, and the gentle- 
man, has perhaps never been exhibited, than in the person of this 
distinguished philosopher. It is scarcely presumptuous to say, 
that he brought to light perhaps all that is discoverable respecting 
the operations of the Human Understanding; and, while his talents 
were devoted to a work which became one of the highest orna- 
ments of the literature of his country, his pure and virtuous life 
displayed the most satisfactory proof of the practical efficacy of a 
religion^ the sincerity of which was clearly proved by his eflForts, no 
less humble than vigorous, to shew that all the parts of the chris- 
tian system were reconcUeable to human reason. He was bom at 
Wrington, in Somersetshire, August 29th, 1632, and educated at 
Oxford, where, after taking his degree in arts, he entered on the 
study of physic, and made great proficiency. When Lord 
Shaftesbury was appointed Lord Chancellor, he made Mr. Locke, 
secretary of presentations, which place he lost when his patron 
was deprived of the great seal. After the revolution he was made 
a commissioner of appeals, and in 1695 a commissioner of trade 
and plantations. He died at Oates, in Essex. 



March 27, 1727. Died, Sik Isaac Newton, the most eminent 
philosopher which this, or perhaps any other country ever pro- 
duced. He outshone all that went before him, and all that have 
come after him. It was the fortune of Newton to erect upon the 
basis of geometry, a new system of philosophy, by which the opera- 
tions of nature were for the first time properly elucidated; the 
motions of the vast orbs composing the solar system being shown 
by him to depend upon rules that were equally appHcable to the 
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fma)leeit partides of matter. He was bom at Woolstrope, in Lin- 
c<4n9hire> on Christmas-day, in 1642. Losing his father in his 
childhood, the care of him devolved on his mother, who gave him 
an excellent education, though she married a second time. In 
1654, he was sent to Grantham school, and at the age of eighteen 
removed to Trinity College, Cambridge. After going through 
Euclid's Elements, he proceeded to the study of Descarte's geo- 
metry, with Oughtred's Clavis, and Kepler's Optics, in all of which 
he made marginal notes as he went along. It was in this early 
course that he invented the method of series and fluxions, which 
he afterwards brought to perfection, though his claim to the dis- 
covery was unjustly contested by Leibnitz, who obtained a know- 
ledge of it in 1676, from the author himself. On the breaking 
out of the plague in 1665, he retired to his country seat, where 
sitting alone in his garden, some apples falling from a tree, led his 
thoughts to the subject of gravity; and reflecting on the power of 
that principle, he begian to consider, that as it is not diminished at 
the remotest distance from the centre of the earth, it may be 
extended as far as the moon, and to all the planetary bodies. 
This subject he afterwards resumed on the occasion of the great 
comet in 1680, and in 1687 the important principle which forms 
the foundation of the Newtonian philosophy was first published 
under the tide of Philosophise Naturalis principia Mathematica, 
or Mathematical principles of Natural Philosophy. In 1671, 
he was chosen fellow of the royal society, to which learned 
body he communicated his theory of light and colours, which was 
followed by his account of a new telescope invented by him, and 
other interesting papers. In 1696 he was made warden of the 
mint, and afterwards master of that oflSce ; which place he dis- 
charged with the greatest honour till his death. In 1703 he was 
chosen president of the royal society, in which station he continued 
twenty-five years. In 1705, Queen Anne conferred on him the 
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honour of knightliood. In the succeeding reign he was often at 
court, and the princess of Wales, afterwards queen Caroline, fre* 
quently conversed with him on philosophical subjects. So thoroughly 
convinced of the truths of divine revelation was this great man, 
that he inculcated in many of his writings, with all the force of his 
enhghtened mind, the benevolent principles of Christianity, and 
after his death was published '^ Some Observations on the Prophe- 
sies of Daniel and the Apocalypse of St. John." 

*' Nature and nature's laws lay hid in night, 
God said * let Newton be', and all was light." 
This glory of the British nation and ornament of human nature, 
was buried in Westminster abbey, where a stately monument was 
erected over his remains at the entrance of the choir. Sir Isaac 
was of a middling stature, and his countenance was pleasing and 
venerable. He never made use of spectacles, and during his 
whole life lost but one tooth. A complete and elegant edition of 
his works was pubhsbed with illustrations by Dr. Horsley, 1779, 
in five volumes quarto. Sir Isaac Newton had several illustrious 
followers, such as Halley and Bradley, Maclaurin and Smith, who 
eminently distinguished themselves by their knowledge, discoveries, 
and vrritings. Under such men, geometry, astronomy, and optics 
assumed no small degree of splendour. 



The mortal state of man is compounded of hght and darkness ; 
seeming to be always something, when really it is nothing ; always 
altering, and ending on a sudden ; nearest to disappearing, when 
at full length ; sure to continue no longer than when the sun is 
above the horizon; but liable to vanish at the interposition of a 
cloud. Riches, authority, and grandeur expire, and praise, which 
however merited, or however sincere, shall, after a years, be heard 
no more. 
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SELECT SENTENCES 

I FIND my soul carried forth to a secret resting, relying, lean- 
ing, staying, and hanging upon Christ for life and happiness. 
Though I know not how it shall go with me, yet I have thrown 
myself into his arms. I lean upon him; there I shall hang; 
there I will rest and stay: If I must perish, I will perish there. 

Dost thou complain that God hath forsaken thee? It is thou 
that hath forsaken him. 'Tis thou art mutahle : in him there is 
no shadow of change. In his light is life. If thy will drive 
thee into a dungeon, thou makest thine own darkness, and in 
that darkness dwells thy death, from whence, if he redeem thee, 
he is merciful, — if not, he is just. In hoth he receives glory. 

How wonderful it is that the christian religion, whose sole 
object seems to he our happiness in a future life, also secures it 
in the present. 

It is a sad thing to be often eating of the tree of knowledge, 
but to never taste of the tree of life. 

There can be no offence justly taken, even at men, much less 
at God, for the sake of men. No man's sins should bring the 
service of God into dislike. It is a dangerous ignorance not to 
distinguish between the work and the instrument. 

He that drew Alexander whilst he had a scar upon his face, 
drew him with a finger upon the scar ; — so when the Lord comes 
to look upon a poor soul, he lays his finger upon the scar— 
upon the infirmities, that he may see nothing but grace, which 
is the beauty and glory of tbe soul. 

In vain do we rebuke those sins abroad, which we tolerate 
at home. 
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We live in eventful times. The pestilence, which watketh 
in darkness, has again^ in a most fearful manner, visited different 
parts of our highly favoured country. It is a solemn visitation j 
it is a terrific scourge. And God grant that the inhabitants of 
the earth may, under the divine blessing, learn righteousness. 
The war is still going on ; and its terrible notes are still heard 
in the East. All the commotions and revolutions of time are 
under the government of him— 

** Who moves in a mysterious way^ 
His wonders to perform." 
The purposes of his infinite mind will be accomplished, ffis 
council must stand ; and he will do all his pleasure. 

The business of Parliament, and the results of the last session 
we shall pass over, believing them more especially to concern 
the newspaper journalist than the managers of a religious 
journal. There have been some very interesting meetings 
among the strict Baptists, that many of our readers are anxious 
to see a short account of. 

1. CHELMONDISTON. In this village, about seven 
miles from Ipswich, a large, substantial, and commodious chapel 
for the Baptist denomination has been erected. It was opened 
on Thursday, August 3rd., when three Sermons were preached, 
by Brother Collins^ of Grundisburgh, Cooper of Wattisham, and 
Pooch of Ipswich. This is an interesting cause, and deserves 
encouragement, for the people have worked hard to help them- 
selves. We hope the rich farmers of that neighbourhood will 
be generous, and help this deserving cause, so that Brethren 
ZTu/g/ and otheraj with their pastor, may be encouraged in their 
^aod work. 
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2. For some time past there have been two small churches 
in Thame, Oxfordshire. On Monday, August 7th, they were 
muted. Sermons were preached by Brethren Meekins, of Wad- 
desdon Hill, and Banksj of London. The congregations were 
large and attentive. The people were much profited by the 
weighty observations of Mr. Meekins. He seemed downcast, 
but the Lord lifted upon him the light of his countenance, and 
his sermon was heard with great pleasure by many. The God 
of Jacob defend this cause, and prosper both pastor and people 
in the truth of the gospel. It gladdens our heart to know there 
are some that have bought the truth of God and cannot sell it. 
The preaching needed^ is that which shows the malady, and the 
remedy, God, in his eternal love, has promised and made known. 
The helplessness of man and the perfection of the Saviour's work ; 
the weakness of man, and the plenitude of the Saviour's power and 
grace ; the responsibility and criminality of man, the majesty, 
complexity, relations, and perfect triumphs of the Son of God. 

Recognition Services at Brighton. In this town the 
glorious gospel of the blessed God was, for many years, preached 
with considerable success by Brethren Sedgwick and Savory. 
It was our happiness to become acquainted with good Joseph 
Sedgwick. He was indeed a man of God. He had his own 
method of preaching the truth, and God greatly blessed his 
ministry to many an immortal soul. The late Mr. Savory was 
the pastor of Bond Street, Brighton, where Mr. Isaac is the 
recognized, useful, and beloved pastor. He was publicly 
recognised on the ninth day of August, as the pastor of the 
Baptist church, meeting for divine worship in that place. 
Brethren Thornley, of Stowmarket, Suffolk, Cooper of Wattisham, 
and Collins, of Grundisburgh, engaged in the services of the day. 
The Lord favour the pastor and cause with his blessing, even 
life for evermore. 
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Squires Street Baptist Chapel, Bethnal Green Road. 
In this place tbere is an interesting cause advocating the doc- 
trines of the gospel. The minister of the place, Mr. Tanner^ is 
a plain, earnest, and useful man of God, much esteemed by his 
affectionate people. The Annual Meeting, holden to encourage 
this cause, took place on August 22nd. The chapel was quite full, 
and the people were much interested by the services of the 
evening. Brother Stevens^ Deacon of Salem Chapel, Meard's 
Court, presented a most solemn and suitable prayer for the 
minister, the people, and the progress of truth. After which the 
pastor stated that the cause of God was progressing, by the 
divine blessing, the attendance increasing, and that God had 
often commanded his blessing. Brethren Bloom/ield, Attwood^ 
Wells, and Langham addressed the meeting. On the same 
evening our aged friend, Mr. J. A. Jones, had a public meeting, 
which was a crowded one indeed. The aged minister was 
greatly encouraged, and the people, too, by the attendance and 
the spirit of the meeting. The following notice of the meeting 
was sent us by one of our brethren in the ministry : — 

Jireh, Brick Lane, Old Street. We have for report two 
interesting meetings held in this place of worship, where our 
aged brother, Mr. J. A, Jones, has for the last sixteen years 
laboured in the ministry of the gospel. He will have reached 
the seventy-fifth year of his age, D.V. on the 10th of ithis 
month (October), and has been upwards of forty-five years in 
the ministry, and is the Senior London Minister of the Baptist 
denomination, having outlived Dr. OiUy Mr. John Stevens, and 
others, in years, in health and strength, still labouring, in 
possession of all his faculties. 

One of these assemblings, the first, was upon the occasion of 

the Annual Tea Meeting, Tuesday, August 22nd, 1854, at which 

meeting the all important subject wa& most ably discussed by 
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the bceihreii filoomfield, Ponsford, and Wells. Brother AttwQod 
closed the meeting with prayer, viz., ^' The glorious gospel of 
the blessed God, as committed to ministerial trust.'' (1 Tim. i. 11 ) 
Comprising sound doctrine, vital experience^ scriptural ordi- 
nances, and godly practice. 

The second was the Anniversary, holden upon Tuesday, 
September 1 2th, last, when, as announced, brother ForemaTu 
in the morning, preached from Psa. ciii. 9, "He will not always 
chide, neither will he keep his anger for ever.'' Brother 
AUwood opened the afternoon worship by prayer, and then bro- 
ther Wetta preached from Psa. cxxxiii., and last clause, *^ There 
the Lord commanded his blessing, even life for evermore." 
The friends then took a cheerful tea together, being cheered by 
the above subject, and prepared for the next time of worship, 
and waiting the closing blessing of the day. In the evening, 
broliier T. Jones began by reading and prayer, and then our 
brotiier Bhomfield preached from the ^Tth. Psalm and \st verse* 
'' The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear ? 
Hie Lord is the strength of my life, of whom shall I be afraid ?'* 
and brother J". Garritt closed the worship by prayer for a blessing 
upon the services of the day ; when the aged pastor delivered a 
short address to the people of his charge on the occasion ; both 
on the account of his age and also as he was leaving them to go to 
l^nchester for a fortnight. 

The sermons were important— rthe coUectioAS liberal {upwiaf^ 
of £22) — the attendance good all day, and the evening one y(^ 
a crowded meeting — the spirit of the veteran servant was chpered| 
and the people thanked God and took courage. J^ay pur Broihi^9 
8fm set in peace amidst a harvest of final usefulness. So prayf , 
in affection, his younger brother in the work of God. 

Stoke Newington. J. GAERITT. 
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P.S. — Other ministerial brethren were present at the different 
services of the day, and we overheard that it was the largest 
collection ever received at Jireh on an anniversary occasion. 
Certainly each receipt of the day was very liberal, and all ap- 
peared united in christian love. 

m 

Baptist Chapel, Johnson Street, Notting Hill. Mr. 
Williamson is the pastor of this church. At their Annual 
Meeting on behalf of the building debt, on Sept. 4th, the pastor 
of the church gave a very impressive and consistent address, on 
the worship of God, at 3 o'clock in the afternoon ; and in the 
evening, brethren Alldis, Wyard, Bloomfield, Ball, and Bland, 
gave instructive and comforting addresses on Psa. cxxxix. The 
meeting was well attended, and many left the house of prayer 
praising God for the holy delights of his service. 

Baptist Chapel, Newington Green. The Public Meeting 
in connection with the Schools of the above place of worship, 
on Sept. 11th, was well attended. Brethren Pepper (the pastor), 
Wyardj Bloomfield, and Alldis, delivered scriptural and important 
addresses on this occasion. This is a growing and interesting 
cause. Its prosperity will ever gladden our hearts ; for where 
the truth of God is earnestly, experimentally, and fearlessly 
preached, God will approve and bless. 

Woolwich, Carmel Chapel, New Road. On Sept. 17th., 
three sermons were preached. Morning and evening, Mr. 
HanJcSj of Manchester; afternoon by Mr. J. E, Bloomfield, of 
Meard's Court, Dean Street, Soho. The people were much 
Encouraged by the Anniversary services, the Lord's gracious 
presence was realised, his word made precious, and many of 
God's family said, " Lord, it is good to be here." We should, 
indeed, be glad to find some good, hard-working man of God 
settled amongst this united truth-loving people. 
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. Salem Chapel Anniyersaby^ on the 1 7th, was not bo good 
U on previous occasions, yet still the people were joyful in the 
house of prayer ; many found the services refreshing. Brethren 
Cooper, Wyardf and Bloomfield preached. Seven years since 
that very day, the late venerated J, Stevens preached his last 
Mrmon. It is now thirty years since the place was opened for 
God's worship. 

Baptist Chapel, Charles Street, Camberwell. Tuesday, 
Sept. 19th, the friends of this place had their Anniversary. 
Brethren Wells and Chislett preached. The church was greatly 
encouraged, and the pastor's (hrother Attwood) hands were 
strengthened in the work of the Lord. We sincerely hope the 
Lord will still keep our brother decided for the great truths of 
Ood'g word, and abundantly bless his labours. 



REVIEW, 

The natural Capabilities of Man considered^ with reference to the 
question of human accountahleness. By Joseph Wright, 
London. Price One Shilling. 

We cannot but say that this is a singular book, written upon 
an important subject. Its singularity we must admit, but the 
writer has not touched his subject, which is really a di^cult and 
an important one. He asserts " That the Puro- Adamic State was 
prayerless, praiseless, thankless, devotionless, and yet was very 
gnod^ that reason and conscience was the result of the fall." We 
shall not waste our time in noticing the jargon this book contains. 

' " K 2 



1^2 EEYI&W. 

tt IS a downwriglit lo^b 6F time to r^i. sucfi confli&Ibb confiided, 
an'd a painful loss of easii to piirclias^ it. 'th^ book slibuld be 
placed in that inusetun (li you c4h find it) which is set apart loi 
wbfthlesis and singular curioMties. 



The Oospel Cottage Lecturisr. — Part I. Londcm> YV. H, CoLLiKa* 
BiDGE^ Long Lane. 

This book Is far more to our taste thaii the one beforebotreod. 
There is much in it that has comforted us greatly. The 
Lectures are full of simple yet glorioua truths ; in them the 
eternal truths of God's word are plainly, solemidy, and experi- 
mentally expatiated upon. With the exception of one or twa 
observations in those Lectures, we can heartily recommend them; 
there is much said on the person of the Saviour — ^the perfection 
of his mediation and saving knowledge of Christ that has rejoiced 
our heart. We are sure these Lectures will be read with 
pleasure and real soul profit by many. 



A Memoir of James Casfledeii, ^Hj/'iBe ^iuare PdiUfr of the 
BapHst OkwrcTh HoU^ Bush HiB^ Hwnpettad.'-^ J. A. 
Joi^Eir, Ministisr of the "Qtfsp^ London; PabliBhiid hf #-, 

taid, i. Chapter If ouse 'Courts SI. Paul% aiikd by the Efitor, 
60, Murray Street, City Road. 

This is a concisb k'hd dieej)!^ &t^irl?8t&g &eihd!r bf to'a^ 
mittisler of the gbsp^. Th^ Sdft6V htt gMto Hh li tbibA Mm^ 
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ibd inipfeHi^ye jpiefac^, whieh we isinceteljr hope will be read bjr 
iaimif i^aUic men nHth advantage. The aged minister says 
^ Eveh aknOngftt those who tacitly avow the truth, I hlive di^* 
Wir^tei a sort of tenderness in their ministry, a rambling discnr^' 
Mrehdss over bible premisee without eliciting much to the profit 
ibf ibieir hettrei^. If the oil with which they trim their lamps is 
go6d (i.e. pure olive oil. Exod. xxvii. 20.), still it is not beaten 
oil^-^Hot altogether free from lees and dregs — so that their lamps 
db iiot at all times give a clear and brilliant light, and the flame 
3oei^ fitit '' isucend up^\ as the margin has it in the pre-cited text. 
I am aware this is a tender subject, but I shall make no apology 
Preachers are many, but Teachers are, comparatively, but few.*' 
This is a fair specimen of the tone and style of the preface, in 
which many interesting and weighty extracts from the writings 
of Gill, Owen, Pearce, and Stevens appear. We shall be glad 
t» liMM that many thousands of (his Memoir are circulated. 



The Preacher in Print, — Sermons by J. C. Philpot. London^ 
Ji Baul^ 1, Chapter House CoUrt^ St* Paul's. 

This is a small volume of Sehnons preached by J. C. Riilpeii 
in the year 1843. It delighted us to see in the preface, written by 
Mri Philpot huzraelf, these Expressions ': " My views of doctrine 
and etperienee are the same now as they were then ; but I have 
been more in the furnace of tribulation during the Idst eight or 
nine years, and have had deeper views of sin and sel^ and of the 
person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. This has made me 
look more at myself and less at others, tod to seek rather to edify 
tkti litthg ftkttil^ d Sod thdSi dd battld ag^dt the formallj9t.^* 
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This is a pleasing change in the ministiy of a good man. It 
is distressing to God-fearing minds who are real lovers of the 
eternal truths of the Gospel to witness the pride of many professors^ 
they are proud of their corruptions, and rather glory in vile de- 
pravity, instead of glorying in the Person, Mediation, Sacrificial 
work, and endless Priesthood and life of the Son of God. There 
are many who call themselves ministers of truth, who foster this 
unscriptural and injurious state of things. We like that ministry 
which enters into the disease, and shows the suitableness, certainty, 
and freeness of the remedy, God, in his eternal and sovereign 
favour, has provided through the mediation of Christ. 



The restoration of the Jews to their own land ; and the personal 
coming of the Messiah, — A Lecture by Mr. J. Chislett, 
Minister of East Street Chapel, Walworth, London. Houl- 
ston and Stoneman, Paternoster Row. 

There are many excellent things in Mr. Chislett's Lectures 
with which we heartily agree. There are some bold dogmatic 
assertions on the restoration of the Jews to their own land not 
at all convincing to our minds we must confess, we must have 
scriptural and undoubtable proof and not mere assertion. How- 
ever there is much in this Lecture to commend, especially, we 
think, the following extract : 

"The Scriptures are also a rule of practice. Here Christians are 
taught how to worship God, in Spirit and in truth ; with words well 
ordered, and few ; not as the hypocrites, with a vain show, and vain 



iFepetitions ; here we are directed how to live — soberly, righteouslj 
and godly ; peaceably, as much as lieth in us, with all men ; sepa- 
rately, in spirit and in practice, from the ungodly. As followers of 
Christ, to love one another ; to be pitiful and courteous, distributing 
to the necessities of saints, not shutting up our bowels of compassion 
<l)at to communicate, and forget not; for with such sacrifices God 
is well pleased.' The powers that be, we are to respect and pray for, 
* that they may be a terror unto evil doers, and a praise unto them 
that do well.' * Whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you, 
do ye eyen so unto them.' This book is professedly the standard of 
all appeal by those who now are professedly the church of Christ : — 
but is it so ? The church we understand are those who are separated 
from the world by special grace ; who are built upon the Rock, the 
Body of CJhrist ; and when they are drawn together by the love, and 
Spirit of truth, they are a Christian assembly, in which is unity, one 
mind, one faith, one Lord, one baptism : each other's sorrows and 
joys are mutual ; * watching over one another in love.' These, and 
these only, make the Scriptures the rule of faith and practice. 

'I have purposed to shew that the professing churches have 
departed from this rule of faith and practice ; and here I would not 
be understood to be attacking any man, or body of men ; my object 
is truth, for my own sake, and for you who listen to me. Where is 
the Christian man who does not sigh over the desolations that appear 
on every hand ? Is not the address to the church at Laodicea but 
too applicable in the present day ? Are not the great and distin- 
guishing doctrines, of the gospel kept from the people ? Are not the 
traditions of men instituted instead of the word of God ? Do we 
not behold systems of unauthorized human inventions preferred by 
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profess^ig churches, to the plain eommands of Christ, ^xid of hif 
apostles, «i(} to the examples of the ^st Christians ? Do we not 
4nd more attention paid to forms and ceremonies, to the position and 
costume of the body^ than to the weightier matters of loye and virtue? 
Would not the conduct of the Saviour^in the Jewish temple be richlj 
i^aerited by so-called Christian churches, — ' You have made my house 
a den of thieves ?* Does not^the tn^pet give an ucertain sound ? 
What would our non -conforming Others say, could they revisit ^s, 
who for truth and conscience sake, suffered finps, imprisonments^ 
tortures, and deaths? The doctrine of ffee, sovereign, electing Iqv^^ 
the first cause, the fountain head of all Qovenant blessings, is seldom 
dwelt upon. The justification of the poor lost sinner, through t|^ 
perfect righteousness of our Lord Jesus Chrii^, as an act of sover^^ 
grace, imputied to him, is by many called nonsense — a dangerq^ 
doctrine ! The preaching of the gospel to th^ worI4} to gather out 
of them a people for his name, is perverted, and universal redempt^oi^ 
universal offers, and universal invitations, are declared to be standi 
truths. The sentiments of popes, cardinals, archbishops, and doctc^ 
are promulgated instead of ^ thus saith the Jjord.* Jesus Christ, the 
great Head of his church, to whom every member is vita^y land 
eternally united, is disregarded, ^nd other heads are substituted.** 



